UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
. REGION 10 )
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101-3140

OFFICE OF
ECOSYSTEMS, TRIBAL AND
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

May 1. 2012

Ms. Martha Hankins

Toxics Cleanup Program
Department of Ecology

P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, Washington 98504-7600

Re: Sediment Management Standards (SMS) Rule Revisions — Freshwater Sed_inient Standards
Dear Ms. Hankins:

EPA Region 10 is-pleased to provide this letter supporting Washington Department of Ecology’s efforts
to promulgate the Freshwater Sediment Standards for testing benthic toxicity as part of revisions to
Washington’s Sediment Management Standards (SMS). As co-chair and member of the Regional
Sediment Evaluation Team (RSET), we view these Freshwater Standards as essential in the continued
implementation of the Sediment Evaluation Framework (SEF).in the States of Idaho, Oregon and
Washington, where sediment testing is done in fresh water. The 2006 draft SEF was published with the
draft Standards, but the final SEF, completed in 2009 did not include them, pending State agency
support and promulgation of final Standards. The Washington Dredged Material Management Program
(DMMP) needs these Freshwater Sediment Standards to assist in evaluating sediments in freshwater.
environments in Washington State; likewise, the Portland Sediment Evaluation Team (PSET) will rely
upon them to evaluate sediments in freshwater locations in Oregon. Both programs intend to use the
Standards in a risk management framework, to make timely and environmentally responsible decmons
on the su1tab111ty of dredged material for open water disposal or unconfined aquatic exposure.

The proposed Freshwater Standards have undergone extensive peer review, through the Sediment
Advisory Workgroup, the Sediment MTCA SMS Science Panel, and external Scientific Peer Review.
The November 2011 report entitled “Development of Benthic SQVs for Freshwater Sediments in
‘Washington, Oregon, and Idaho” and the““Sediment Management Standards (SMS) Draft Revisions”
have both been redrafted to respond to the reviewers’ comments and concerns. Following our review of -
these documents, we conclude that peer reviewers’ comments have been satisfactorily addressed and we
believe these proposed standards are based on the best available science. However, as you know the
Region 10 Water Quality Standards Program’s preliminary review of the draft SMS revisions has
indicated that EPA may need to act on these revisions under section 303(c) of the Clean Water Act
before they are ready for implementation and use in the regional sediment programs we support (RSET,
PSET, DMMP).
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We strongly support Department of Ecology’s promulgation and implementation of the Freshwater

Sediment Quality Standards. If you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at 206-553-
1601 or by electronic mail at reichgott.christine @epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Gt ESd

Christine B. Reichgott, Manager </
- Environmental Review and Sediment Management Unit

cc: Eric Braun, USACE NWD
Loree Randall, Washington DOE
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