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.‘Dear Ms Dorrah

K -The followmg are the Clty of Renton s comments on the second versmn of the draft Ftsh

- Consumptlon Rates Technical Support Document We appreciate the work that Ecology

*has done: to. prepare this techmcal document and thank you for the opportumty to '
. prowde comments _ ‘ :

The TechnlcaE Support Document does not prowde a compiete and unbiased ,
‘presentatlon of the reievant factuai and. scnentlﬁc mformation for Washmgton 5 general
. -population. Fish consumptlon rates’ should be based upon a comprehenswe survey of
“fish’ consumptton by the entire general populatlon of Washmgton The Technical
. _'Support Document focuses on f;sh consumptlon of specnftc populat;on segments (Natlve
~“American and As:an) wzthln Washtngton The Technical Support Document should be
rrewsed to reflect f;sh consumptaon rates of Washlngton s general populatlon

~ The Technlcal Support Document needs to account for and mclude lnformatlon about
~ the source of fish and shellfash bemg consumed, The reguiat|on of water and sediment -
-quallty in Washlngton only has the potentlal to affect chemical concentratfons m fish -

' and shellfish tissue if they are raised or spend 5|gn|f|cant periods of their life cycle in:

‘Washington waters. The consumptlon of fish and shellfish reared in other geograph:ce!
 areas, fish that spend relatively short periods of their life cycles in Washmgton waters,

: _.‘ and dlfferent species of fish must be accounted for in the Technical. Support Document

S and in future human health risk ca!culatlons The document shouid acknowledge the
. _hm;tatlons of the data, sf the source of fish or shellfish is unknown -
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o The specres of flsh or she!lflsh bemg consumed |s |mportant because of the dlfferent
o ",bloaccum ulation rates ‘and appllcatlon ot bloconcentratron factors used to establlsh
j.thuman health criteria. Some fish specres may have hlgher bloaccumulatlon rates and

V'thus h;gher concentratlons of toxms in: their ttssue However Jif that spemes is -not

B -"-corrsumed or. has alow. consumptlon rate it should not be: the dommant spemes used

o g‘jsedlment standards

“ when' establrshmg the human health crlterra or changing the state s water quallty and

'A->"‘-' :

| As the Techmcal Support Document acknowledges the consumptron ‘of salmon and AR
other anadromous fish should be addressed dlfferently than consumption of other Iess ":_,_: Ce iy

,moblle resrdent ﬁsh spec:es Agarn thesr life cycle and time spent in Washmgton

L ':.'.waters should be accounted for when attemptmg to assomate salmon tzssue

. concentratlons WIth Iocal Water and sedrment qual;ty standards ~The current sc:ent;ftc

L .data and past practice has hot supported the application of higher clean-up, standards as_*;-_"": ST

~“a'way to reduce. concentrat:ons of- toxins in salmon tissue. The use’ of. salmon

: ""'rconsumption rates should be excluded rn water and sediment quallty (clean up)

s '".;’,standards for these reasons Due to the popularlty ofsalmon to the consumers.in

o Washmgton itis: rmportant that the Techmcal Support Document drsfngurshes salmon '

' l‘{ ,"-consumptron rates separately from consumptlon rates of other flSh specres

; _'The Technrcal Support Document acknowledges that fish- consumers make up a

; ‘_.':'-relatrvely small percentage of the total populahon, but presents the fish- consumption
o7 rates’in terms of percentlles of ﬂsh consumers. This creatés’ confusion and appears to

h h_lsuggest a hlgher Level of frsh consumpt;on |n the total popuiatlon The Technlcal

B ,' ‘_"r.entlre population and the frsh consuming Subpopulatlon to present the [nformation in, a
- ;'complete and unb|ased manner.. : R - '

'. 'The proposed change in flsh consumptlon rates is an: |mportant factor when consrdermg S

' ;changes to water qualrty and sedlment clean -up. standards As wuth any change to
regulatory requirem ents, there are other factors that deserve equal consrderatron such

as the effect of the- regulatory reqmrements on. employment and the state s economy, el

~and ¢ost to crt|zens busmesses cities, counities and special purpose drstrzcts The -

' “change in ‘water and sedlment quallty standards could result in more streams bemg
llsted on the: EPA 303(d) list of nnpa:red water bodles .which' requires more Total
, Maxlmum Dally Load pollutant clean -up plans Thrs couid lead to more strlngent o
. stormwater regulatory requrrements that are costly and- Jmpact existing business, new

B economrc development ;obs and affordable housmg The change in these regulat;ons
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could srgn:frcantly mcrease the cost of wastewater treatment that would have to be
passed on-to the rate payers (crtrzens) The abillty to ach;eve new water and’ sedlment
quallty standards would be expensrve may not be achlevable grven current. - ‘

R technologres and may rmpact the state S economy wrthout 5|gn|f|cant beneflt
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We Iook forward to contlnulng to work W|th Ecology on futpre rulemakmg processes lf o -
- you requrre additional mformatlon ‘or’ have questlons, piease contact Gregg Zlmmerman" Do

Pubhc Works Admlmstrator at (425) 430 7311 re
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L cc_:'_ _:Renton Clty Councrlmembers

Jay Covington, Chief Admmlstratwe Ofﬁcer
T Gregg, Zrmmerman, P.E., Public‘Works Admrms’trator S
’ “Chlp Vincent, Communrtres and, Economlc Development Admlnrstrator -
: Suzanne Dale Estey, Economlc Development Director C
“--bys Hormsby, P.E., Utility Systems Director. : R
‘ "RonaldJ Straka P E, Surface Water Utrlrty Eng[neermg Superwsor R Lo




