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Purpose of the Rule Making 
 

 Comply with new federal and state laws 
 2005  federal law amended 
 2007  state law amended 

 

 Maintain federal funding for our state program 
 

 Reduce the number, duration, and severity of 
releases of petroleum and other hazardous 
substances from UST systems 
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Scope of the Rule Making 
 

 Delivery Prohibition 
 

 Operator Training 
 

 Secondary Containment of Tanks and Piping 
 

 Under-dispenser Containment 
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Overview of 
Rule Proposal  

Delivery Prohibition 
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Statutory Authority 
 

 If Ecology determines the owners and 
operators of an UST system are violating any 
requirement, the department may prohibit the 
delivery, deposit, or acceptance of regulated 
substances to that system or the entire UST 
facility where that system is located. 
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What’s new? 
 

 Currently, Ecology can prohibit delivery to an 
entire UST facility.   
 This is done by revoking the facility’s 

compliance tag.   
 

 Under the proposed rule, Ecology can also 
prohibit delivery to just the non-compliant 
systems at the facility.   
 This is done by affixing a red tag to the fill pipe 

of an UST system. 
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Enforcement 
 

 Mechanism  Enforcement Order 
 

 Right to Appeal  Orders are appealable to 
the Pollution Control Hearings Board. 
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Overview of 
Rule Proposal 

Operator Training 
Part 7 
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Designation – Section 710 
 

 At least one Class A and one Class B operator must 
be designated for each UST system or group of 
systems at an UST facility.   

 Each individual who meets the definition of Class C 
operator at an UST facility must be designated as a 
Class C operator.   

 Separate individuals may be designated for each 
operator class or an individual may be designated to 
more than one operator class. 

 An individual may be designated as an operator at 
more than one UST facility.  
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Compliance Dates – Section 720 
 

 Initial Compliance  
 All operators must be designated and trained 

by December 31, 2012. 
 

 Subsequently 
 Class A and Class B operators must be 

trained within 60 days of assuming duties. 
 Class C operators must be trained before 

assuming duties. 
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Training – Section 730 

 Class A and Class B  
 Training must be administered by an independent 

third-party approved by Ecology. 
 Training must cover specified subject areas, which 

are the same for both classes. Training may be 
facility-specific. 

 Class C 
 Training must be administered by a Class A or 

Class B operator and/or by an independent third 
party approved by Ecology. 

 Training must cover specified subject areas and 
be facility-specific. 
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Training – Section 730 
 

 Reciprocity for out-of-state training 
 

 Acceptance of prior in-state training 
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Retraining – Sections 740 and 745 

 Class A and Class B  
 Ecology may require retraining of Class A and 

Class B operators at an UST facility if it determines 
the facility is out of compliance.  

 In place of or in addition to such retraining, Ecology 
may require the development of an O&M plan for 
each system at the non-compliant facility.  

 Class C 
 Class C operators must be retrained at least 

annually and whenever the emergency response 
procedures at an UST facility are changed. 
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Emergency Response – Section 750 
 

 Presence of Operators  
 While a facility is manned, at least one of the 

individuals manning the facility must be a trained 
Class A, Class B, or Class C operator.  

 

 Signage 
 Emergency response information must be posted 

at each facility. Such signage is already required 
in many jurisdictions under the State Building 
Code. 



16 

Recordkeeping – Section 760 
 

 The following records must be maintained 
and made available upon request: 
 List of all currently designated operators at an 

UST facility. 
 Certification of training received by those 

operators.  
 



17 

Overview of 
Rule Proposal 

Secondary Containment of Tanks 
Section 810 
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Applicability 
 

 Tanks must be secondarily contained if they 
are installed or replaced after July 1, 2007.   

 

 The proposed rule does not require 
replacement of existing single-walled tanks.   
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Requirements (if applicable) 

 Secondary Containment  Double Walls 
 Other types of secondary containment (such 

as external liners) are not allowed. 
 Performance standards for double-walled 

tanks are specified. 
 Interstitial Monitoring 

 Double-walled tanks must be monitored 
interstitially for releases.   

 Other types of monthly monitoring (such as 
automatic tank gauging) are not sufficient. 
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Overview of 
Rule Proposal 

Secondary Containment of Piping 
Section 820 
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Applicability 
 

 Piping must be secondarily contained if it is 
installed or replaced after July 1, 2007.   

 

 The following piping is exempt from this 
requirement: 
 Suction piping. 
 Piping replacing less than 50% of a single-

walled piping run.  
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Replacement of Piping 
 

 You are not required to replace your existing 
single-walled piping.   

 

 However, if you choose to replace more than 
50% of a single-walled piping run, then the 
entire piping run must be replaced and 
secondarily contained unless otherwise 
approved by the department. 
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Requirements (if applicable) 

 Secondary Containment  Double Walls 
 Other types of secondary containment (such 

as external liners) are not allowed. 
 Performance standards for double-walled 

piping and containment sumps are specified. 
 Interstitial Monitoring 

 Double-walled piping must be monitored 
interstitially for releases. Other types of 
monthly monitoring are not sufficient. 

 As before, pressurized piping must also be 
equipped with automatic line leak detectors. 
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Overview of 
Proposed Rule 

Under-dispenser Containment 
Section 830 
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Applicability 

 The proposed rule only requires containment 
under dispenser systems if: 
 The dispenser system is installed or replaced after 

July 1, 2007.  
 The dispenser (but not the entire system) is replaced 

after the effective date of the proposed rule.  
 The underground piping connected to the dispenser 

system is installed or replaced after the effective 
date of the proposed rule. 

 The rule does not require containment under 
all existing dispenser systems.    
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Requirements (if applicable) 
 

 Be liquid-tight on its sides, bottom, and at any 
penetrations. 

 

 Allow for visual inspection and access to the 
components in the containment system. 
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Installation and Reporting 
 

 Performed by an UST supervisor certified to 
install UST systems. 
 

 Performed in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

 

 Certified and reported using a department 
checklist. 
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Submit Your Comments by May 4 

 Testify at public hearings 
 

 Email comments to: USTrule@ecy.wa.gov 
 

 Fax comments to: (360) 407-7154 
 

 Mail comments to:  Michael Feldcamp 
            Department of Ecology 
     Toxics Cleanup Program 
     PO Box 47600 
     Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
 
 

mailto:USTrule@ecy.wa.gov
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Useful Web Links 
 

 UST Program: 
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/tanks.html 
 

 UST Rule Making: 
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/regs/ust/2012/rule-making.html 
 

 Sign up for Email Updates: 
 http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE 
 

 Operator Training Information: 
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/OperatorTraining/OperatorTraining.html 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/tanks.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/regs/ust/2012/rule-making.html
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-UST-RULE
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/OperatorTraining/OperatorTraining.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/OperatorTraining/OperatorTraining.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-lust/OperatorTraining/OperatorTraining.html
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Contact Information 
 

Mike Blum 
UST Program Coordinator 

Department of Ecology 
Toxics Cleanup Program 

(360) 407-6913 
mike.blum@ecy.wa.gov 

 

mailto:mike.blum@ecy.wa.gov
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