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B.11 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

The Hart Crowser Emergency Response Plan outlines the steps necessary for 
appropriate response to emergency situations.  The following paragraphs 
summarize the key Emergency Response Plan procedures for this project. 

B.11.1 Plan Content and Review 

The principal hazards addressed by the Emergency Response Plan include the 
following: fire or explosion, medical emergencies, uncontrolled contaminant 
release, and situations such as the presence of chemicals above exposure 
guidelines or inadequate PPE for the hazards present.  However, to help 
anticipate potential emergency situations, field personnel shall always exercise 
caution and look for signs of potentially hazardous situations, including the 
following as examples: 

n Visible or odorous chemical contaminants; 
n Drums or other containers; 
n General physical hazards (traffic, moving equipment, sharp or hot surfaces, 

slippery or uneven surfaces, etc.); 
n Possible sources of radiation; 
n Live electrical wires or equipment; 
n Underground pipelines or cables; and 
n Poisonous plants or dangerous animals. 

These and other potential problems should be anticipated and steps taken to 
avert problems before they occur. 

The Emergency Response Plan shall be reviewed and rehearsed, as necessary, 
during the on-site health and safety briefing.  This ensures that all personnel will 
know what their duties shall be if an actual emergency occurs. 

B.11.2 Plan Implementation 

The Field H&S Manager shall act as the lead individual in the event of an 
emergency situation and evaluate the situation.  He/she will determine the need 
to implement the emergency procedures, in concert with other resource 
personnel including client representatives, the Project Manager, and the 
Corporate H&S Manager.  Other on-site field personnel will assist the Field H&S 
Manager as required during the emergency. 

In the event that the Emergency Response Plan is implemented, the Field H&S 
Manager or designee is responsible for alerting all personnel at the affected area 
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by use of a signal device (such as a hand-held air horn) or visual or shouted 
instructions, as appropriate. 

Emergency evacuation routes and safe assembly areas shall be identified and 
discussed in the on-site health and safety briefing, as appropriate.  The buddy-
system will be employed during evacuation to ensure safe escape, and the Field 
H&S Manager shall be responsible for roll call to account for all personnel. 

B.11.3 Emergency Response Contacts 

Site personnel must know whom to notify in the event of Emergency Response 
Plan implementation.  The following information will be readily available at the 
site in a location known to all workers: 

n Emergency Telephone Numbers: see list at the beginning of this plan; 

n Route to Nearest Hospital: see Figure B-1 at the beginning of this plan; 

n Site Descriptions: see the description at the beginning of this plan; and 

n If a significant environmental release of contaminants occurs, the federal, 
state, and local agencies noted in this plan must be immediately notified.  If 
the release to the environment includes navigable waters also notify: 

• National Response Center at (800) 424-8802 
• EPA at (908) 321-6660 

In the event of an emergency situation requiring implementation of the 
Emergency Response Plan (fire or explosion, serious injury, tank leak or other 
material spill, presence of chemicals above exposure guidelines, inadequate 
personnel protection equipment for the hazards present, etc.), cease all work 
immediately.  Offer whatever assistance is required, but do not enter work areas 
without proper protective equipment.  Workers not needed for immediate 
assistance will decontaminate per normal procedures (if possible) and leave the 
work area, pending approval by the Field H&S Manager for restart of work.  The 
following general emergency response safety procedures should be followed. 

B.11.4 Fires 

Hart Crowser, Inc., personnel will attempt to control only very small fires.  If an 
explosion appears likely, evacuate the area immediately.  If a fire occurs which 
cannot be controlled with the 10-pound ABC fire extinguisher located in the field 
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equipment, then immediate intervention by the local fire department or other 
appropriate agency is imperative.  Use these steps: 

n Evacuate the area to a previously agreed upon, upwind location; 

n Contact fire agency identified in the site specific plan; and  

n Inform Project Manager or Field H&S Manager of the situation. 

B.11.5 Medical Emergencies 

Contact the agency listed in the site-specific plan if a medical emergency occurs.  
If a worker leaves the site to seek medical attention, another worker should 
accompany the patient.  When in doubt about the severity of an accident or 
exposure, always seek medical attention as a conservative approach.  Notify the 
Project Manager of the outcome of the medical evaluation as soon as possible.  
For minor cuts and bruises, an on-site first aid kit will be available. 

n If a worker is seriously injured or becomes ill or unconscious, immediately 
request assistance from the emergency contact sources noted in the site-
specific plan.  Do not attempt to assist an unconscious worker in an untested 
or known dangerous confined space without applying confined space entry 
procedures or without using proper respiratory protection, such as a self 
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). 

n In the event that a seriously injured person is also heavily contaminated, use 
clean plastic sheeting to prevent contamination of the inside of the 
emergency vehicle.  Less severely injured individuals may also have their 
protective clothing carefully removed or cut off before transport to the 
hospital. 

B.11.6 Uncontrolled Contaminant Release 

In the event of a tank rupture or other material spill, attempt to stop and contain 
the flow of material using absorbents, booms, dirt, or other appropriate material.  
Prevent migration of liquids into streams or other bodies of water by building 
trenches, dikes, etc.  Drum the material for proper disposal or contact a spill 
removal firm for material cleanup and disposal, as required.  Observe all fire and 
explosion precautions while dealing with spills. 
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B.11.7 Potentially High Chemical Exposure Situations/Inadequate Protective 
Equipment 

In some emergency situations, workers may encounter localized work area 
where exposure to previously unidentified chemicals could occur.  A similar 
hazard includes the situation where chemicals are present above permissible 
exposure levels and/or above the levels suitable for the PPE at hand on-site.  If 
these situations occur, immediately stop work and evacuate the work area.  Do 
not reenter the area until appropriate help is available and/or appropriate PPE is 
obtained.  Do not attempt to rescue a downed worker from such areas without 
employing confined space entry procedures.  Professional emergency response 
assistance (fire department, HAZMAT team, etc.) may be necessary to deal with 
this type of situation. 

B.11.8 Other Emergencies 

Depending on the type of project, other emergency scenarios may be important 
at a specific work site.  These scenarios will be considered as part of the site-
specific plan and will be discussed during the on-site safety briefing, as required. 

B.11.9 Plan Documentation and Review 

The Field H&S Manager will notify the Project H&S Manager as soon as possible 
after the emergency situation has been stabilized.  The Project Manager or H&S 
Manager will notify the appropriate client contacts, and regulatory agencies, if 
applicable.  If an individual is injured, the Field H&S Manager or designate will 
file a detailed Accident Report with the Corporate H&S Manager within 24 
hours. 

The Project Manager and the Field, Project, and Corporate H&S Managers will 
critique the emergency response action following the event.  The results of the 
critique will be used in follow-up training exercises to improve the Emergency 
Response Plan. 

B.12 MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE 

A medical surveillance program has been instituted for Hart Crowser employees 
having exposure to hazardous substances.  Exams are given before assignment, 
annually thereafter, and upon termination.  Content of exams is determined by 
the Occupational Medicine physician in compliance with applicable regulations 
and is detailed in the General H&S Plan. 




