
















 

 

May 29, 2008 
 
 
 
Cynthia Erickson - Project Manager 
WA Department of Ecology 
SWRO Toxics Cleanup Program 
P.O. Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775 
E-mail: ceri461@ecy.wa.gov 
 
RE:  Port Angeles Harbor Sediment Characterization Study:  Draft Sampling and 
Analysis Plan 
 
To Ms. Erickson, 
 
We are writing to comment on Port Angeles Harbor Sediment Characterization Study:  Draft 
Sampling and Analysis Plan, dated February 26, 2008.   
 
People For Puget Sound is a nonprofit, citizens’ organization whose mission is to protect and 
restore Puget Sound and the Northwest Straits.   
 
The harbor is contaminated with wood debris/creosote, dioxins and furans, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs).  Our comments follow: 
 

1. Sampling analysis.  Our experience has been that almost every sediment cleanup site in 
Puget Sound  has had inadequate sampling that required more sampling to fill in later.  
We suggest that the sampling site selection be reviewed to ensure that this round of 
sampling will be definitive.  We have had years of sampling in the Port Angeles Harbor 
area and the process should not drag out for many more years. 

 
2. CSO and sewage treatment plant.  Special attention should be paid to these outfalls.  

We do not think that adequate sampling has occurred in these areas to date, especially 
for dioxin. 

 
3. Biotic community.  We believe that analysis of biotic community should be conducted 

as well as bioassays.  This would yield better data about benthic long-term health. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft plan.  Please contact me with questions 
at (206) 382-7007 X215. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Heather Trim 
Urban Bays and Toxics Program Manager 






