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1 Introduction

This document is Volume 1 of the Draft Supplemental Remedial Investigation
and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the Whatcom Waterway Site in Bellingham.
Together with the companion Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS), the RI/FS document describes the results of environmental
investigations of the Whatcom Waterway Site, describes and evaluates a range
of potential remedial alternatives, and identifies a preferred remedial
alternative.

This document (Volume 1) contains the Remedial Investigation component of
the RI/FS, which describes the nature and extent of contamination and the
environmental setting at the site. The Feasibility Study (Volume 2) contains
the evaluation of cleanup technologies and alternatives that can be used to
conduct cleanup of the site. Volume 2 also identifies a preferred remedial
alternative that best meets regulatory requirements. This document was
prepared consistent with the requirements of the Model Toxics Control Act
(MTCA) regulations and the Sediment Management Standards (SMS).

After considering public comment, the RI/FS will be finalized and the
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) will preliminarily select a
cleanup alternative for the site that will be articulated for public review in a
draft Cleanup Action Plan (CAP). Following public review of the CAP, the
cleanup will move forward into design, permitting, construction, and long-
term monitoring.

1.1 Site Description and Background

The Whatcom Waterway Site is located within Bellingham Bay. The locations
and characteristics of the site are shown in Figure 2-1. The site includes lands
that have been impacted by contaminants historically released from industrial
waterfront activities, including mercury discharges from the former Georgia
Pacific (GP) Chlor-Alkali Plant. The Chlor-Alkali Plant was constructed by
GP in 1965 to produce chlorine and sodium hydroxide for use in bleaching
and pulping wood fiber. The Chlor-Alkali Plant discharged mercury-
containing wastewater into the Whatcom Waterway during the late 1960s and
1970s. Initial environmental investigations of the site identified mercury in
sediment at concentrations that exceed applicable standards, as well other
contaminants from industrial releases.

The main state law that governs the cleanup of contaminated sites is the
MTCA. When contaminated sediments are involved, the cleanup levels and
other procedures are also regulated by the SMS. MTCA regulations specify
criteria for the evaluation and conduct of a cleanup action. SMS regulations
dictate the standards for cleanup. Under both laws, a cleanup must protect
human health and the environment, meet environmental standards in other
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