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Stormwater Work Group

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Orcas Room of the Rhodes Center in Tacoma

Draft Summary 

of the Meeting’s Key Discussions, Decisions, and Agreements 

Attendees

Work Group members and the organizations or groups they represent: 

Allison Butcher (Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties), Business Groups; Pam Bennett-Cumming (Mason Co.), Local Governments; Jay Davis (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), Federal Agencies; Dana De Leon (Tacoma), Local Governments; Jonathan Frodge (Seattle), Local Governments; Dick Gersib (Wash. Dept. of Transportation), State Agencies; Heather Kibbey (Everett), Local Governments; DeeAnn Kirkpatrick (NOAA Fisheries), Federal Agencies; Bill Moore (Wash. Dept. of Ecology), State Agencies; Char Naylor (Puyallup Tribe), Tribes; Kit Paulsen (Bellevue), Local Governments; Scott Redman (Puget Sound Partnership), State Agencies; Jim Simmonds (King Co.), Local Governments; Carol Smith (Wash. State Conservation Commission), Agriculture; Heather Trim (People for Puget Sound), Environmental Groups; Bob Woolrich (Wash. Dept. of Health), State Agencies.

Work Group alternates and the organizations or groups they represent: 
Mindy Fohn (Kitsap Co.), Local Governments; Andy Meyer (Association of Wash. Cities), Local Governments; Jerralyn Roetemeyer (Redmond), Local Governments.
Work Group Staff:
Damon Diessner (Environmental Strategies in Action), Facilitator; and Karen Dinicola (Ecology), Project Manager.
Official Work Group Representatives Identified
Work Group caucuses have identified their official representatives and alternates although a few commitments must be confirmed.  Some caucus spokespersons have yet to be named.  Caucuses will provide staff details completing representative appointments.  Staff will develop an updated membership contact information list for distribution at the next meeting.
Work Plan Formally Adopted
After a staff update on Work Plan revisions and distribution of a draft Year Two Work Schedule, Work Group members discussed the revised Work Plan.  The revised document incorporates earlier comments from the Group.  The Work Plan was adopted with a revised meeting schedule and with recognition that the plan and schedule are “living documents” that may be further revised in the future. 
Technical Expert Groups Will Complete Task 3
Staff distributed a proposed agenda for February 2009 meetings of technical expert groups. After some discussion, the Work Group agreed that three technical expert groups would be established to continue with Task 3 of the Work Plan (prioritize assessment questions).  Some of the technical experts will likely continue on with Task 4 (develop monitoring and assessment strategies).

The caucuses each submitted names of those suggested to work on the technical expert groups.  Liaisons from the Work Group were identified for each of the three categories of stormwater assessment questions, including:

· Status and trends/assessment of stormwater impacts on beneficial uses – Jim Simmonds
· Stormwater characterization/pollutant loading – Dana de Leon 
· Efficacy of stormwater management actions – Bruce Wulkan
The three expert groups will bring back to the Work Group recommendations regarding assessment question refinements as well as work scopes for the future Task Groups called for by the Work Plan. The expert groups will meet the week of February 16 and report back at the February 24 Work Group meeting.

Karen will revise the Proposed Meeting Agenda for the expert groups to note the liaison role and work with the liaisons to set up meetings for the week of February 16.  Interested individuals other than specified representatives may attend the expert group meetings and the meeting agendas will allow for input from non-group members.

Work Group to Sponsor Two Public Workshops 

The Work Group discussed the purposes for and desired outcomes of the public workshop identified in Task 7 of the Work Plan.  It was agreed that two workshops should be held: to get early input for and then a review of the completed monitoring strategy the group is developing.  The primary audience for the workshops would be stormwater managers and scientists, although others would be invited to attend. 

The workshops are intended to inform others of Work Group efforts, seek input, reach out to others interested in these efforts, and identify opportunities to link the stormwater monitoring strategy to other efforts.  The Work Group will facilitate integration of what is learned into future Work Group efforts. The first workshop was tentatively scheduled for May 19; the second will likely be held in November.
It was agreed that interested Work Group members will meet to help staff begin to prepare for the Workshop in the afternoon, following the February 24 Work Group meeting.

Chair and Vice Chair Nominations

Jim Simmonds (King County, local government representative) was nominated to Chair the Stormwater Work Group and Bill Moore (Ecology, state agency representative) was nominated as Vice Chair.  Work Group members are to contact Damon if they have other nominations and voting will take place at the February meeting.
Input From Non-Work Group Members

The Work Group was thanked for providing the opportunity for comment and attendees new to the process introduced themselves.
Key Decisions and Next Steps

A recap of some of the key decisions and next steps includes:
· Caucus representatives and alternates were identified. 

· The Work Plan was adopted.

· Staff will develop an updated membership contact information list for distribution at the next meeting.

· Three technical expert groups will be formed to identify priority monitoring objectives and describe initial frameworks for monitoring strategies.
· Staff will work with the three expert group liaisons to set up meetings for the week of February 16.

· The first of two public workshops on Stormwater Work Group activities was tentatively scheduled for May 19; the second will likely be in November.

· Interested Work Group members will help staff to prepare for the Workshop at an afternoon meeting following the February 24 Work Group meeting.
· Work Group Chair and Vice Chair nominations were made and voting will take place at the February 24 meeting.
· Future meetings will be scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month (see “Upcoming Meetings,” below).

· Final caucus membership details are to be sent to Karen.

· Official letters inviting expert group participation will be sent by the Puget Sound Partnership.

Upcoming Meetings

The Work Group agreed to schedule future meetings on the 4th Tuesday of each month through June 2009.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on February 24 from 9 am – noon at the Rhodes Center in Tacoma.  See the newly adopted Work Plan posted on the Stormwater Work Group webpage http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/psmonitoring/swworkgroup.html for proposed meeting dates through June 2010. 
The Technical Expert Groups are scheduled to meet February 17, 18, and 18 from 9 am – 3 pm at the USGS office in Tacoma.  The “Impacts to Beneficial Uses” group will likely meet on Tuesday, the “Efficacy” group on Wednesday, and the “Loadings” group on Thursday.
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