



September 1, 2009 DRAFT; for SWG approval at September 9 meeting

Joel Baker, Chair
Puget Sound Science Panel
Puget Sound Partnership
P.O. Box 40900
Olympia WA  98504-0900

Dear Science Panel members,

Thank you for identifying strategic science needs to support ecosystem recovery, and your interest in developing a coordinated ecosystem monitoring program for Puget Sound.  The Stormwater Work Group (SWG) values the Science Panel’s mission to help direct Puget Sound science, and ensure that the science used by the Puget Sound Partnership is credible and relevant to the recovery efforts.  

The SWG is forging ahead to develop a coordinated regional strategy for stormwater monitoring in Puget Sound for the coming decade.  We want to help you meet your mandated guidance role by informing you of our progress

In April 2008 you asked the Puget Sound Monitoring Consortium to launch a work group that would define a coordinated, regional approach to monitoring stormwater.  The SWG was officially convened in October 2008.  Since then, the SWG  has engaged stakeholders and technical experts to identify the most important assessment questions upon which to base a regional monitoring program.  We recently began to define the scientific framework and design for monitoring stormwater and for evaluating key stormwater management programs across Puget Sound.  We request your advice to ensure that our approach is scientifically credible and relevant to decision-making.

The SWG must meet a deadline of June 2010 set by the Department of Ecology and the Puget Sound Partnership to develop a science-based monitoring plan and  also an implementation plan that coordinates existing efforts and capacity.  We want to complete a draft monitoring and assessment strategy by November 1, 2009 for both public review and formal scientific peer review.  We propose a  final document by January 27, 2010.  That document will provide the framework for coordinating regional implementation.

The attached draft “Scientific Input and Review Plan” describes our process of gathering local scientific and technical information, and conducting formal regional and national peer review of the Monitoring and Assessment Strategy.  Please provide us with your comments on the “Scientific Input and Review Plan”.     
With this letter we officially request an invitation to brief the Science Panel in November 2009, after completion of the draft strategy document.  In addition to the steps listed in the “Scientific Input and Review Plan”, the SWG would be happy to discuss our efforts with the Panel at any time.  Although the SWG is committed to timely progress, we need your feedback 

We would appreciate your response to this letter by October 9, 2009 in order to maintain our timeline.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the SWG Project Manager, Karen Dinicola at karen.dinicola@ecy.wa.gov or 360.407.6550.

Sincerely, 

Jim Simmonds, Chair
Stormwater Work Group

cc: SWG members and consultant team


