
PUBLIC IVORICS 

May 15, 2015 

Mr. Patrick Lizon 
Water Quality Assessment Coordinator 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

RE: City of Everett Comments for the 2015 Proposed Water Quality Assessment 

Dear Mr. Lizon: 

The City of Everett appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 2015 proposed water 
quality assessment and 303(d) list using fresh water data. 

Category 2 Listing of the Sultan River 

The entire Sultan River is proposed for listing as Category 2 for Chlorpyrifos, Endrin, 
Heptachlor, Parathion, Aldrin/Dieldrin , Hexachlorocyclohexane (Lindane), and Mercury. 
The listing basis is from a 2005 Snohomish County Study identified as 80400041 . 

Study design: 

An examination of the study shows that it was specific to 20 outfalls in Snohomish 
County following application of pesticides, fertilizers, and other contaminants. The listing 
for the entire Sultan River is based on a sampling from Outfall 440, a stormwater 
conveyance discharge 230 feet upstream of the confluence of the Sultan River with the 
Skykomish River. The City believes this study is only representative of the specific 
discharge and should not be used to represent a larger segment of the river. 

Because the study design was focused on specific discharges and not representative of 
large water body segments, the study is not appropriate for 303(d) listing determinations. 
Ecology should check to see if any of the other outfalls in the study were used to make 
inappropriate 303(d) determinations. 

Data evaluation : 

A review of the data shows that the reported values for all of the above parameters were 
"U" qualified, meaning , per Ecology, they were less than (<) method detection limits. For 
the Category 2 listings for the Sultan River, Ecology seems to have treated the data as 
detected. This must be corrected . 
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The assessment process failed to identify these parameters as "non-detect". This 
problem may exist for the rest of the data from the Snohomish County study and should 
be checked to prevent erroneous listings. This issue needs to be evaluated. One could 
presume that the data search and screening tool used by Ecology could make the same 
mistake for other listings throughout the state. Ecology should take steps to validate its 
methodology used in data review and assessment. 

The Category 2 listings for the Sultan River should be removed. The data supporting the 
determination were incorrectly evaluated and the samples not representative of the 
larger water body. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 425-257-7208 or jsklare@everettwa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

q~~ 
Julie Sklare 
Sr. Environmental Specialist 

cc: Heather Kibbey (email) 
Lincoln Loehr (email) 
Steve Britsch (email) 


