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City of Seattle
Seattle Public Utilities

May 15, 2015

Patrick Lizon

Water Quality Program
Department of Ecology
P.0. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Re: Seattle Public Utilities Comments on Ecology’s Proposed Water Quality Assessment and 303(d)
List for Washington State Using Fresh Water Data

Dear Mr. Lizon,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Washington’s draft Water Quality Assessment
(WQA). Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) appreciates Ecology's effort to categorize and map the quality
of state waters, particularly switching from the land-based system to the water-based system.
SPU’s comments are provided in the attached table.

Please feel free to contact Kate Rhoads, of my staff, if you have any questions regarding this letter.
Kate can be reached at (206) 684-8298 or at kate.rhoads@seattle.gov.

Sincerely,
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Ray Hoffman, Director
Seattle Public Utilities

Enclosure

(oot Julie Crittenden, SPU
Ingrid Wertz, SPU
Kate Rhoads, SPU
Dave Schuchardt, SPU
Pete Rude, SPU
Theresa Wagner, Seattle City Attorney’s Office

Ray Hoffman, Director
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City of Seattle
Proposed Water Quality Assessment and 303(d) List for Washington State

and East Passage

Listing ID  Waterbody Medium Parameter (P:;(EZ;;(:: Comments E:::;l:;ended
General }
The new "compare" component of the map search was helpful. However it was challenging to
review the changes since not all information was available in a single search mode (map,
database). We had to search multiple ways to find the listings. For example, since Category 3
is not mapped we could not tell that several listings had changed to Category 3 using the
mapping compare tool. We recommend that information is in both the map and search tool
be complete and consistent.
General Fauntleroy Creek, Fauntleroy Creek and Longfellow Creek do not show up on the base map. The creeks only
Longfellow Creek show up if there the appropriate assessed waters category is checked on the map layers. We
recommend adding these creeks to the base map.
12157 Green Lake Water Bacteria 5 3
This listing relies solely on Swimming Beach data. If Ecology has determined that listings that
rely solely on Swimming Beach data should be Category 3, then this listing should be Category
3. This is consistent with the category changes for other beach segments (e.g. 12205).
17383 Green Lake Tissue PCB 5 The WQ Policy 1-11 listing criteria for Toxics Category 2 Determination states "Tissue data: A 2
segment will be placed in Category 2 when any one single-resident fish sample exceeds the
17381 4,4'-DDE human health criteria and the segment is not otherwise listed in Category 5 for the pollutant.”
78519 53787TCDD This listing is based on a single resident fish sample and PCB; 4,4'-DDE; 2,3,7,8,TCDD; and
Y Chlordane are not otherwise listed in Category 5 for Green Lake. These listings should be
17378 Chlordane Category 2.
15808 Puget Sound (S-Central) Water Bacteria 5 1

Recent data shows the water quality standards are being met - 0% exceedances in 2004, 2005,
2006 and 2009. Original listing was based on data from 1991. Recommend that his should be
Category 1.
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City of Seattle
Proposed Water Quality Assessment and 303(d) List for Washington State

. . Proposed Recommended
Listing ID  Waterbody Medium Parameter Comments
Category Category
70132 Ravenna Creek Water Bioassessment 5 Bioassessments should not be listed as Category 5 unless there is an associated pollutant listed 2
70133 Thornton Creek for the following reasons:
(1) Bioassessment is not a pollutant so cannot trigger a TMDL.
70138 Taylor Creek (2) The B-IBI [and RIVPACS] scores Ecology would use do not support an impairment listing

because they are not state WQ criteria or WQ standards.

(3) Any bioassessment score is insufficient and premature basis for Category 5. Any associated
pollutant should be identified before, not after, listing as Category 5. Ecology has stated that
before a TMDL is developed, a “stressor ID study” must be conducted, to determine whether
there is a pollutant that can be addressed by a TMDL. (2012 Ecology Response to Comments
on WQ Policy 1-11, p. 35.)

(4) The TMDL process triggered by 303d listing is not intended for non-pollutant impairment
such as the impact of general urbanization or development (which B-IBI and RIVPACS can
reflect), so great care should be used before moving any segment to Category 5.

(5) Category 2 should be used for bioassessment where the segment is not otherwise listed in
Category 5 for a pollutant that has caused a biological impairment that violates an established
state water quality standard.

70139 Unnamed Creek (Trib
to Lk Washington)

see Duwamish Waterway Sediment 5 4B

Comments The basis for the proposed listing states that: “This grid is in an area of the LDW designated as

a Superfund Site. This area is awaiting ROD approval, therefore it is assessed as Category 5.”
This statement is out-of-date. As of November 2014, an EPA Record of Decision (ROD) is in
place for the Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) CERCLA site. This suggests that the listing
should be Category 4B for the LDW. Recommend that all the other segments of the LDW be
corrected for this issue. Listing IDs: 607351, 605242, 607316, 507652, 507660, 607351,
608158, 622723, 611904, 623743, 508305, 614728, 624091, 605433, 624887, 620983,
603503, 624887, 610786, 605677, 615720, 611290, 618387, 625343-625371, 625373, 625372,
625401, 625374-625400, 625401, 625341, 625339, 625342, 625340

May 15, 2015



City of Seattle
Proposed Water Quality Assessment and 303(d) List for Washington State

4b (not 5).

. . Proposed Recommended
Listing ID  Waterbody Medium Parameter Comments
Category Category
507047, Duwamish East Sediment
507050 Waterway The basis for the proposed listing 507047 states that: “The grid is in an area with a legally
through enforceable cleanup plan, therefore it is assessed as Category 4B. Statute: CERCLA has a ROD
507094, in an area commonly known as Harbor Island East WW. Source tracing underway. Cleanup
623999 4B expected in 2015.” It is accurate that source tracing is underway, but statements about the 4B (no change)
ROD and cleanup are not accurate. The East Waterway Operable Unit of the Harbor Island
CERCLA site is in the RI/FS phase of the CERCLA process, and a ROD is at least a year or two
away. Recommend no change in category: 4B. [Note: this comment also applies to these
other listing ID’s in East Waterway: 507050 through 507094 and 623999.]
507023, Duwamish West Sediment A ROD for the West Waterway Operable Unit for the Harbor Island CERCLA Site has been in
507037 Waterway 5 place since September 11, 2003. This suggests that the sediment listings in this area should be 4B
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