Northwest Pulp & Paper

ASSOCIATION
Transmitted via: 303d@ecy.wa.gov
April 22, 2015

Patrick Lizon

Water Quality Program

Washington State Department of Ecology
PO Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

RE: Request for 30-day Extension of the Public Comment Period on Ecology’s proposed Water
Quality Assessment and Fresh Water 303(d) List of Impaired Waters to June 15, 2015

Dear Mr. Lizon:

The Northwest Pulp and Paper Association (NWPPA) requests a 30-day extension of the public
comment period for the water quality assessment and proposed 303(d) List of impaired water.

NWPPA and our member pulp and or paper mill members find that we need more time to
prepare comments on the proposed revisions to the draft 303(d) List. NWPPA staff attended
the public workshop in Olympia on April 9, 2015 and asked several key questions and reported
back to our members. Our initial report to our members started additional conversations and
analysis. After further meetings, we find the time between the final workshop (mid-April) and
the end of comment (mid-May) is really 30 day window and that 30 days is not enough time for
a thorough review after receiving information and face-to-face training on the totally new
system for delineating new segments for Washington’s 303(d) List.

Our request is based on the following factors. First, the change to a water-based segmentation
system is a major change and requires facilities to reevaluate areas near their facilities and
perform additional data analysis. Second, the lack of easy-to-understand information on
Ecology’s website on how assessment units are being defined and how assessment units are
determined within stream reaches is impeding our ability for a timely review. Third, to remedy
this issue, NWPPA requested at the Olympia workshop that the written explanation of the
technical GIS information be posted on Ecology’s website regarding how assessment units were
determined. To date, NWPPA has not been able to locate that information on Ecology’s
website. However, we do see that Ecology posted in mid-April the very informative workshop
presentations on the website as we also requested at the April 9 workshop. Finally, at the
Olympia workshop a GIS mapping tool was not working that allowed specific locations to be
easily found within the new mapping system via entering longitude and latitude coordinates.
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Once again, this broken tool was not fixed until basically 24-days into the current 60-day
comment period set to expire on May 15, 2015.

For these reasons, NWPPA requests that the comment period be extended by 30 days to
June 15, 2015.

Thank you for consideration of NWPPA’s request. | can be contacted at 503-844-9540 to
answer any questions.

Sincerely,
Kathryn VanNatta

Director of Regulatory and Government Affairs
Northwest Pulp and Paper Association

CC: Melissa Gildersleeve
Susan Braley




