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Dear Administrator, 

 

Please accept the following comments to the proposed changes to the Industrial Storm Water 

Permit: 

 

1) Reduction of the time to implement a level 2 response should include a provision for 

those who are currently in a level 2 response from 2011 data.   Specifically, a company 

who is currently expecting to have until September 30
th

 to fully implement a level 2 

response from 2011 data now will have 2 months removed from this deadline with little 

notice.  Additionally, with the implementation of this permit modification suggested to be 

July 1
st
, and the roll back of the waiver acceptance date to April 1st, it would be difficult 

for those implementing a level 2 to react and be compliant to the new permit. We think 

this puts undue burden on those responding to 2011 data. We suggest an exclusion from 

this provision for those responding to 2011 data, but implementation for those responding 

to 2012 data. 

2) The provisions in the permit requiring notation assuring that the sample was obtained 

during the first 12 hours of discharge or noting why the sample was obtained outside of 

the 12 hour window is difficult to implement.  Specifically, for a company that operates 

on a single shift, 8 hour day, a person upon entering the premises during a rain event, 

would check the discharge location and if there was discharge, would not be able to 

sample because he or she would not know when the discharge occurred and therefore 

would not be able to select the two choices offered by ecology (within 12 hours or 

outside 12 hours).  Only discharge that occurred during a rain event that started during 

the 8 hours of operation would be able to be sampled, assuming that there was discharge 

during this 8 hours.  We prefer that this provision be stricken from the permit as the data 

is not collected by Ecology (it is not noted on the DMR or the eDMR system, however 

realize that this may not be possible and secondarily suggest that a third option be 

allowed, “Unknown, discharge was occurring during start of business”. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes. 

 

 

 

John Allen, MS 

Nisqually Environmental 
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