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From:  Schrieve, Garin D. (DOC)   
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2007 8:22 AM 
To: LaSpina, Jim (ECY) 
Cc: Olson, Jack A. (DOC); Jansen, David B. (DOC) 
Subject: DOC comments on the Industrial General Stormwater Permit 
 
Hi Jim: 
 
The Department of Corrections (DOC) has reviewed the proposed Industrial General Stormwater 
Permit and has the following comments for Ecology's consideration: 
 
Previously, the industrial general permit required coverage of certain industries based on their 
primary SIC code classification.  Facilities which engaged in ancillary or support activities under a 
covered SIC classification but whose primary business was not in a covered SIC category were 
not required to apply for coverage or receive a waiver.  
 
The proposed permit, however, now expands the need for either coverage or a No Exposure 
determination to all entities who conduct activities in those broadly defined SIC codes. So no 
longer is it necessary to fall within a specific industry classification--simply performing any amount 
of one of the covered activities requires either permit coverage or a No Exposure determination.  
As you can imagine, this casts a much broader net and would require a host of schools, city and 
county facilities, community colleges, universities, institutional facilities and businesses 
conducting small amounts of covered activities, even where under roof, to apply for permit 
coverage or a No Exposure determination.  This will have huge workload implications for both 
permittees and Ecology. DOC is concerned that the additional administrative burden placed on 
permittees and Ecology by this broad definition will not result in a significant amount of additional 
environmental protection. 
 
For example, DOC operates 15 correctional institutions across the Washington. Most of these 
institutions operate shops and a variety of vocational programs that may involve metal fabrication 
or furniture work. In addition, DOC houses many Correctional Industries activities such as metal 
products fabrication, food manufacturing, miscellaneous manufacturing and recycling facilities.  
While these activities are ancillary to DOC's primary SIC (9223) and are performed under cover, 
all would be required to apply for coverage or receive a No Exposure determination from Ecology 
under the current permit language.  
 
DOC encourages Ecology to carefully consider the definition of facilities requiring coverage under 
this permit and to weigh the additional administrative burden against the expected environmental 
benefit.  Ecology should define the level of activities under the SIC classifications that trigger 
permit coverage. Ecology should also consider exempting activities under these SICs when they 
are conducted in completely enclosed buildings and are not within the primary SIC classification 
of the facility. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed permit. Please include DOC on your 
list of interested parties to receive future communications regarding the permit.  
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