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Conversation: Comments re: industrial stormwater NPDES permit 
Subject: Comments re: industrial stormwater NPDES permit 
   
Please accept these comments re: industrial stormwater NPDES permit process into the 
record. 
 
I recommend using a proactive precautionary principle in that: 
 
No chemical(s) known to cause cancer or disease be discharged by industry into 
stormwater. 
All pesticides, even those registered/certified by the EPA need to be removed from 
industrial stormwater on site using accepted treatment techniques. 
 
All known toxic chemicals should be treated on site. Toxic chemicals include but are not 
limited to: mercury, PBDE's, Dioxins, furans, PAH's,  
 
Treatment is preferred over containment in that the toxic chemicals should be rendered 
harmless on site as opposed to onsite storage or containment. 
 
Stormwater should be managed onsite unless independent tests (performed by an 
independent lab  under the scrutiny of Dept. of Ecology) 
prove that the industrial stormwater is free of known contaminants and, or toxic 
chemicals. 
 
WA State Dept. of Health says there is no safe level of any carcinogen. A small amount 
of a carcinogen creates a small risk of cancer, but a real cancer risk nonetheless. 
Therefore DOE should have a goal of eliminating cancer causing chemicals from 
industrial stormwater. 
Do not set artificial cut-off action for carcinogens like dioxin. Artificial action levels 
create a false sense of security and complacency. If a chemical is known to cause cancer, 
then it is known to cause cancer and should have a zero allowable limit as a goal. 
While it may be impossible to have zero amount of carcinogens in stormwater, that 
should be the stated goal. 
Set limit levels for progressive fines so that the higher the level of carcinogen, the higher 
the fine and the more stringent the clean-up action. 
Anything less is a failed environmental and human health policy. 
 
Use a precautionary principle in that industry should pay for double blind randomized 
controlled studies that prove any new chemical that will be used in an industrial process 
or created as a by product of an industrial process is proven harmless to humans and 
wildlife before it is allowed to be used. Any new toxic by-products should be eliminated 



by industry by altered the industrial process in question or if not possible, then treated 
and completely removed from stormwater on site. 
 
I protest the Ecology permit for Cascade Pole in Puyallup that allows release of PAH's 
and, or other toxic chemicals in stormwater. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Paul J Allen MD 
2938 Limited Ln NW 
Suite B 
Olympia WA 98502 
<pauljallenmd@mac.com> 

 
 
 
 


