January 10, 2008

PEOPLE
F O R Lionel Klikoff
PUGET Department of Ecology

P.O. Box 47600
SOUND Olympia, WA 98504-7600

pugetsound.org Via email: industrialstormwatercomments@ecy.wa.gov, Ikli461@ecy.wa.gov

RE: Draft Industrial Stormwater General Permit

To Dear Mr. Klikoff,

We have reviewed the draft Industrial Stormwater General Permit, dated November 21,
2007.

People For Puget Sound is a nonprofit, citizens’ organization whose mission is to protect
and restore Puget Sound and the Northwest Straits, including a specific goal to protect
and restore the 2,000 miles of Puget Sound shoreline by 2015.

Stormwater has been recently documented by the Department of Ecology as part of the
Puget Sound initiative (October 2007 “Initial Estimate of Toxic Chemical Loadings to
Puget Sound”) as the largest source of toxic pollution to the Sound. People For Puget

Sound is concerned that the health the Sound be protected from the flow of metals and
other toxic chemicals in stormwater from industrial sites. Ecology must issue a strong
industrial general stormwater permit that stems the flow of these toxic chemicals.

The draft permit includes many improvements over the existing permit including
expanded coverage, more frequent inspections, and clearer permit language.

People For Puget Sound supports the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance comments on the draft
permit. As they have highlighted, we specifically are concerned about the following
items:

e Based on existing data (Data Analysis Report: Evaluation of Monitoring Data
from General NPDES Permits for Industrial and Construction Stormwater,
October 2006), there is likely a reasonable potential for water quality impairments
to occur due to many industrial discharges. This water quality problem must be
addressed.

e The RCW 90.48.555 requirements must be met, including the May 1, 2009,
provisions for numeric effluent limitations for discharges to impaired waterbodies
and inclusion of numeric effluent limitations where warranted. Permit fees should
be increased, if lack of resources is the issue.

e 303d-listed waterbodies must be addressed on a case-by-case basis with specific
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permit requirements.

e If benchmarks are retained in the permit, benchmarks should be reduced to levels that reflect
impacts to beneficial uses.

e All stormwater-polluting industrial facilities should be covered, without confusing exceptions.

e Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans should be required to be fully implemented.

e Summer storm sampling should be required. Large summer storms do occur and flows due to
these storms could include large loads of toxic chemicals.

In addition:
e We strongly believe that receiving water sampling should be required. Toxic loading assessment
efforts are being hindered by not having this critical information.
e Di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP) should be included as a core parameter for Western
Washington facilities. DEHP is a significant pollutant of concern related to the health of Puget
Sound. DEHP is associated with stormwater runoff, including that from industrial facilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft permit. Please contact me with questions at
(206) 382-7007 X215.

Sincerely,

Heather Trim
Urban Bays and Toxics Program Manager



