July 15, 2009 Attachment 1
Bellevue’s Comments on the Proposed 2009 NPDES Industrial Stormwater General Permit’
SECTION1 PERMIT COVERAGE

1. Ecology made a determination in 2007 that “municipally owned/operated road
maintenance facilities and heavy equipment maintenance and storage areas will be
covered under the municipal stormwater permits and NOT under the industrial
stormwater general permit “(per 2007 Ecology email, Attachment 1-A). The Phase | and
I municipal stormwater permits, issued in February 2007, include conditions requiring
permittees to develop a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for all municipally-
owned/operated heavy equipment maintenance or storage yards and material storage
facilities owned or operated by the Permittee. Many permittees have already met or
are in the process of meeting this municipal permit condition. It appears that the
proposed Industrial Permit would reverse this determination and require municipal
permittees to obtain separate Industrial NPDES permit for these facilities based on
proposed condition S1.D.5, which reads as follows.

S1.D Ecology will not consider coverage for the following facilities or activities:

5. Any facility authorized to discharge stormwater associated with industrial activity under
an existing NPDES individual or other general permit. This exclusion does not apply to
stormwater discharged under the authority of a Phase I or Phase | municipal stormwater
permit, except the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) municipal
stormwater permit, which authorizes the discharge of stormwater associated with industrial
activity from WSDOT vehicle maintenance facilities.

We request that Ecology affirm their former determination (that municipally-owned and
operated facilities will be covered under the municipal stormwater permits) by revising
Permit condition S1.D.5 to read as follows:

S1.D Ecology will not consider coverage for the following facilities or activities:

5. Any facility authorized to discharge stormwater associated with industrial activity under
an existing NPDES individual or other general permit.

Note: This is the language in the current 2007 Industrial Permit that supported Ecology’s
determination that these municipal facilities would be covered under the municipal
stormwater permits.
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S5. BENCHMARKS AND EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

2. The modeling effort by Herrera 2009 to establish the metal benchmarks appears to be
very conservative and should be revisited. The copper benchmark in particular appears to
be beyond what can reasonably and practicably be achieved. We are aware of other
comments raising concerns as to more appropriate dilution and/or technical changes to
the effective copper standard, and these concerns should be evaluated by Ecology in
revisiting the benchmarks.



