
Summary of Water Power License Fees collected (FERC project fee only): 
 

 2007-2009   Biennium  –  $ 935,600  
 2009-2011   Biennium  –  $ 1,019,900 
 2011-2013   Biennium  –  $ 1,016,000 

   Non-FERC fees (also called “base fee”) are roughly half the totals above and are used to 
     partially fund USGS/Ecology stream gauging stations. 
   Detailed table of FERC and non-FERC fees by project and payee is included in the 
     biennial report to the legislature. 

  97 projects are assessed fees mandated by RCW 90.16.050 
 

  75 of these projects hold FERC licenses & pay FERC-based fees 
•  Fees per project range from approximately $60 to $68,000 
    depending on the theoretical horsepower 
•  Average fee per hydropower project is $6,800 

Disposition of fees: 
RCW 90.16.090 - (1) All fees paid under provisions of this chapter, shall be credited by the state treasurer 
to the reclamation revolving account created in RCW 89.16.020  
 
 

   The fees in the reclamation account fund work by staff in the Water Quality Program 
     and the Water Resources program 
 

    Ecology WQ Program and WDFW have a contract that is renewed each biennium to assist Ecology with 
      the development and compliance of conditions of the WQ certification, settlement agreements and 
      other habitat-related FERC license articles.   
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Fees charged by theoretical horsepower (FERC licensee fee only)  

32.0 cents (up to 1000 hp) 32.0 cents (up to 1000 hp) 

  6.4 cents (1000 to 10,000 hp) 

32.0 cents (up to 1000 hp) 

  6.4 cents (1000 to 10,000 hp) 

  3.2 cents (above 10,000 hp) 

+ + 
+ Cents per 

horsepower (hp) 
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