
Department of Ecology – Water Quality 
Financial Assistance Council Meeting 

November 19, 2014 

 

In Attendance: Nancy Aldrich, Bob Amrine, Helen Bresler, Pat Brommer, Blair Burroughs, 

David Carcia, David Dunn, Liz Ellis, Don Gatchalian, Kahle Jennings, Shana Joy, James Kelly, 

Tom Lienesch, Bruce Lund, Shelly McMurry, Ty Meyer, Jeff Nejedly, Dave O’Leary, Amanda 

Ondrick, Lynn Schneider, Daniel Thompson, Ed Thorpe, Stu Trefry, Michelle Tucker 

Welcome and Introductions, Shelly McMurry 

FMS Staff Update, Jeff Nejedly 
 

 Ecology led a small contract for the RCAC to help with the small community hardship 

work that is often the most challenging budgets.   

 Job openings (currently in open recruitment): 

o National Estuary Program (NEP) Financial Manager 

o Nonpoint/Stormwater Financial Manager 

Hope to have interviews done by the first part of December and staff on board by January 

1, 2015. 

 

A council member has concerns about current staffing and workloads.  The lack of staff 

is delaying projects and could cause some projects to get cut off from getting funding.  

Has a concern about Ecology’s capacity to serve. 

 

Another concern is how each funding source has a different financial manager.  One 

recipient can have three different funding sources and have to work with three different 

Ecology financial managers.  Would like to see one point of contact for each recipient, 

and that contact would reach out to the correct funding contact for answers. 

Sewer Funding Coalition Information, Amanda Ondrick, Dave O’Leary 
 

PowerPoint Presentation 

 

Some highlights: 

 A statewide coalition of smaller local governments that will lobby the Legislature for 

wastewater grants during the 2015 legislative session. 

 Secure ongoing revenue for unfunded sewer infrastructure mandates. 

 Lobby the Legislature and Governor for multiyear grants. 

 Build a coalition of local governments that serve a population under 25,000. 

 Encourage coalition members and supporters to lobby their legislators.  
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 Educate the Governor and Legislature about the economic and environmental benefits of 

this funding. 

 Over 70 organizations have expressed interest in the coalition, mostly cities. 

 19 cities have contributed funds for advocacy. 

 Have raised over $13,500 in checks and pledges so far. 

 

Council member thinks this is a good idea.  Need to keep in mind that education is key to 

getting funding from the legislature. 

Non-Point Plan Update and FAC Feedback, Helen Bresler, Ben Rau 
 

PowerPoint Presentation 

 

Some Highlights: 

 EPA Guidance-Review and update plans every five years. 

 Federal interest in nonpoint pollution. 

 EPA recently issued new guidance. 

 EPA set the goal of having all states update their NPS management programs.  

 Plan must be submitted to EPA by June 30, 2015 

 Public Participation: 

o Webinar-end of 2014 (December  

o Draft Plan-spring 2015 

o Public meetings-spring 2015 

o Public Comment period-spring 2015  

 

Contact Ben Rau with any questions.  Correct phone number is (360) 407-6551. 

Overview of FY16 Application Cycle, Pat Brommer  
 

 Applications were due November 7, 2014. 

 Ecology was required by the legislature to integrate the stormwater funding program into 

its combine water quality funding.  The funding programs are: 

o Section 319 

o Centennial Clean Water Program 

o Washington State Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund 

o Stormwater Financial Assistance Program 

 Ecology received a total of 227 applications requesting a total of $107 million in grants 

and $253 million in loans. 

o 49 applications for Non Point Source Activity totaling $13,775,377. 

o 3 applications for On-Site Sewage System totaling $9,565,739. 

o 142 applications for Stormwater Facility totaling $89,423,378. 

o 33 applications for Wastewater Facility totaling $247,403,445. 
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The numbers above are updated.  Some are different than what Pat gave at the meeting. 

 

 In past years, before stormwater was added, Ecology received on average 80 to100 

applications. 

 Ecology reviewers just started screening the applications. 

Stormwater Update, Jessica Schwing  
 

PowerPoint Presentation  

 

Some Highlights: 

 Grants of Regional or Statewide Significant (GROSS):   

o Competitive 

o Intended to support programs that cross jurisdictional boundaries. 

o Available to Phase I and II Permittees. 

o Can support activities projects.  

 Capacity Grants: 

o Non- competitive 

o Intended to help permittees meet permit requirements. 

o If permittees are out of compliance the money needs to be used to address that 

issue first. 

o Cannot be used to build facilities. 

 Capital Construction Grants: 

o Competitive 

o Guidelines change slightly from budget to budget but generally they: 

 Provide support to build facilities projects. 

 Support retrofit for existing development. 

 Do not support activities like operation and maintenance or education and 

outreach. 

 Can fund design/construct projects. 

 Challenges: 

o Unpredictable. 

o Major scope changes between project application and completed project. 

o Projects routinely over or under budget. 

o Projects are not completed on schedule. 

o Hard to track accomplishments. 

 Funding Program Work Group: 

o Represent a wide variety of interests across Washington. 

o Asked to consider their own perspectives and represent the interests of similar 

agencies/jurisdictions. 

o Provide constructive project-level insight, advice and guidance. 

o Provide comments on administrative draft documents. 

 Improve Accessibility: 
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o Look for a planning process rather than a specific planning document. 

o Provide funding and guidance early on. 

o Find ways to streamline the grant process. 

o Develop Hardship Assistance. 

 

Conversation: 

 LID in the Stormwater context is Low Impact Development. 

 FY16 Funding: 

o The Centennial, SRF and 319 Programs are being appropriated by the legislature.  

These applications are ahead of the actual appropriations. 

o The Stormwater Program was appropriated $66 million in 2013 and Ecology has 

requested $100M for this biennium.  Ecology has requested input from 

stakeholders as to how the money will distributed across the biennia.  Ecology 

will make a final decision once the budget is passed.  If Ecology can get an 

ongoing Stormwater appropriation everything will be on the same track as the 

Centennial, SRF and 319 (applications received ahead of the actual 

appropriation). 

 The legislature wants to see what kind of projects its proving the appropriations for.  So 

far it’s been a very good process.  Ecology needs to show the full demand. 

Clean Water Act Amendments (WRRDA) and SRF Policy Changes-FAC 
Feedback, Daniel Thompson 
 

PowerPoint Presentation 

 

Some Highlights: 

 Signed on 06/10/14. 

 Changed the Clean Water Act (CWA). 

 Some changes affect the CWSRF 

o Some went into effect 06/10/14. 

o Others went into effect 10/01/14. 

o Others will go into effect in 2015. 

 Additional guidance in the form of Qs/As expected by 12/31/14. 

 More guidance expected in early 2015. 

 Hot Topics: 

o Expanded Eligibilities 

o Loan Terms 

o Forgivable Principal 

o Administration Fund 

o Buy American Iron and Steel 

o Fiscal Sustainability Plan 

o Affordability Criteria 

o Contracting for Architectural and Engineering Services 
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o “Equivalency” Requirements 

o Cost and Effectiveness Analysis, Including Water/Energy Efficiencies 

 

Conversation: 

 Big Change: You must do a full environmental review with all environmental 

crosscutters for all treatment works (wastewater treatment plants, on-site septic and some 

stormwater projects).  No more exemptions. 

Budget Updates, Kim Wagar 
 

 Ecology Capital Budget Request to Governor: 

o Water Pollution Control $191 million 

o Water Pollution Control State Match $12 million 

o Stormwater Financial Assistance $100 million 

o Centennial Clean Water $60 million 

Roundtable 
 

 Roundtable notes to be posted later 

 

 Lynn Schneider asked for this information to be included in the notes-The final 

documents for the Septic Financing Advisory Committee have been posted at the website 

below.  This includes all of the technical documents (the two Needs Assessments and the 

Financing Analysis), the Project Overview and Recommendations, and related fact sheets 

and background documents.  

http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/OnsiteSe

wageSystemsOSS/SepticFinancingAdvisoryCommittee.  These documents are the 

culmination of a tremendous amount of work by Advisory Committee members, the 

Steering Committee and consulting team, DOH staff, and many others.   

 

Future FAC Meetings (Tentative): 
 March 25, 2015 (Ecology – R0A-34/36) 

 July 29, 2015 (Ecology – R0A-34/36) 

 

 

*To email staff, click on their name after the subject title. 

 

 

Ended: 4:17:43 
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