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Sewer Funding Coalition 

A statewide coalition of smaller local 
governments that will lobby the 

Legislature for wastewater grants during 
the 2015 legislative session. 



Sewer Funding Coalition 

Mission: 

• Secure ongoing revenue for unfunded sewer 
infrastructure mandates. 

• Lobby the Legislature and Governor for multiyear grants. 

• Build a coalition of local governments that serve a 
population under 25,000. 

• Encourage coalition members and supporters to lobby 
their legislators. 

• Educate the Governor and Legislature about the 
economic and environmental benefits of this funding. 

 



The genesis of the 
coalition: 

 
Shelton’s mandated 

Sewer Capital Projects 



Shelton Sewer 
Rehabilitation 

Basins 



Main Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Rehabilitation 



Goldsborough 

Pipe Bridge 

and Kneeland 

Park Pump 

Station 



Summarized Project Costs 

• Basin 1 $3.4 million 

• Basin 2 $4.9 million 

• Basin 5 (est.) $8.3 million 

• Pipe Bridge / Pump Station $4.1 million 

• Main Plant Rehabilitation $32.7 million 

• Basin 3 (so far) $ .3 million 

 ========== 

Total $53.7 million 



“Its about the ‘clams’.” 



Benefits of Work 

• Improved Economic Development Options 

• Expanded shellfishery / Cleaner Oakland Bay 

• No more discharge violations 

• Reduced threat of future raw sewage spill 

into Oakland Bay 

• Improved efficiency 

• Increased plant capacity 

• Long term bio-solids solution 



Ratepayer Impact 

• Approximate Monthly Cost to Ratepayer:  
– For each $1 million in borrowed money 

– Add $1+ onto the monthly residential bill 

• Result 
– $54 Million for rehabilitated Infrastructure 

– $54+ added to the average monthly residential customer 
bill for infrastructure 

– $92 Current average monthly sewer bill for Shelton 
residential customers 

– $101 Projected average monthly sewer bill after Jan 1, 
2015. This will be higher if we must borrow to build Basin 3 

– Annual 5%-10% increases in the coming years 
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Sewer Rate Comparison 

*Assumes 7.38 CF per month 

Feb 2014 Rates 



Shelton Economic Profile 

 Shelton Olympia 

• Median household income $35,641 $53,147 

• Percentage below poverty level 30.8% 15.6% 

• Unemployment level 8.4% 6.3% 

• Per Capita Sales Tax $185 $320 

• Per Capita Property Tax Collected $208 $292 

• Per Capita Assessed Value $61,458 $111,267 



Sewer Funding Coalition 

• Over 70 organizations have expressed interest in 

the coalition, mostly cities. 

 

• 19 cities have contributed funds for advocacy. 

 

• We have raised over $13,500 in checks and 

pledges so far. 

 



Sewer Funding Coalition:  
Cities we have had conference calls with 

Oroville 
Okanogan* 
Colville 
Metaline Falls 

St. John* 
Fairfield* 
Othello* 
Ritzville 
Farmington 

Rockford 
Asotin 
Colfax 

Bridgeport* 
Chelan 
Soap Lake 
Electric City 

Almira 
Ellensburg 

Harrah* 
 
White Salmon 

Benton City 
Waitsburg 

Selah 

Washougal 

Westport* 
South Bend* 
Cathlamet* 
 
Raymond 
Montesano* 

Morton* 
Centralia 
Tenino” 
Toledo 

Bucoda 
Kalama* 

Port Angeles 
Sequim 
Hoquiam 
McCleary 
Clallam County 

Mason County 

 
 
Shelton* 

Friday Harbor* 

Anacortes 

Yelm 

Blaine*, Nooksack, Lynden 

Arlington 
Sultan 

La Conner 

Oak Harbor 

DuPont 

22 

26 

Port Orchard, Gig Harbor 

Aberdeen 

Sumner* 
25 

44 

30 

Fife 

Algona 

Snohomish 

* cities that have contributed or pledged funds 



Q: Where would a wastewater 

grant appropriation go? 

A: The Centennial Clean Water Fund 



Centennial Clean Water Fund 

• Met with the Department of Ecology in July and 
October of 2014 
 

• The Centennial Fund is a program that helps 
smaller hardship communities with sewer 
construction costs 
 

• Fund currently receives $50 million a biennium 

 



Centennial Fund 



Policy changes to 

the Centennial 

Fund 

• Increase the $5M cap per project to $10M. 

 

• Make funds available for growth and 

commercial sewer capital needs. 

 



$3,231,003,000 in sewer capital 

needs for cities with a population 

of 25,000 or less for the next 10 

years. 

• 10% of cities with a 
population under 25,000 
reporting 

• This amount is an estimate 
 



Legislative Request  

 

$200 million for the 

2015 biennium 



Contact:  

Dave O’Leary &  

Amanda Ondrick 
206-432-5167 

scoalition@ci.shelton.wa.us 

Blog: 

www.sewerfundingcoaltion.wordpress.com 


