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Livestock nutrients that are applied improperly (timing and/or location) or in excessive amounts can 
leach to ground water or runoff to surface waters resulting in negative impacts to shellfish and fish 
habitat, recreational uses, and drinking water supplies. 
 
Establishing manure land application program to protect water quality at Department of Agriculture:  

1. The manure land application program shall establish: 

a. Requirements that manure is applied under the direction of a field-specific manure land 

application plan 

b. Minimum elements of field-specific manure land application plans 

c. Minimum record keeping requirements for land applications of manure 

d. Requirements for certification and licensing of persons who apply manure  

e. Enforcement, inspection, and reporting requirements required by this bill 

The program would be established in three counties (2 West of the Cascades and 1 East of the 
Cascades); however, the department may designate a special protection district in watersheds that have 
documented water quality issues and the district will be required to meet the requirements in this 
chapter. 
 
Additional notes: 

1. WSDA, ECY, DOH and State Conservation Commission cooperatively developed the language in 

this bill.  

2. The goal of the language is to reduce negative impacts to both shellfish growing areas and 

surface and ground water drinking water sources. 

3. The language covers all manure that is land applied to crop land, and does not address pasture 

or grazing operations, nor does it directly address commercial fertilizer. 

4.  The language directs WSDA to develop an applicator certification program similar to pesticide 

licensing program that covers applicators that apply manure, requiring: 

a. The applicator must follow a field-specific manure application plan  

b. Application record retention 

c. Field-specific annual reporting requirements 

5. This program would not be statewide, only in the three selected counties and special protection 

districts identified under section 5. 

6. The requirements for certification, recordkeeping, and reporting will be developed in rule, with 

input from our stakeholders. 

7. The Department will be reaching out to partner agencies and stakeholders in the coming weeks 

to discuss concerns and a path forward.   

 
 


