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Outcome of Federal Actions on WA
Water Quality Standards




Biological Opinions

USFWS and NOAA Fisheries issued
Incidental take permits to EPA for their
approval action

Each permit has essentially the same
requirements

These requirements are expressed as

There are also conservation measures (not
requirements)




Incidental Take Permits
Terms and Conditions

Fish Data
Annually look at newer fish data

Use antidegredation to protect those uses until
standards are in place

Update standards regularly based on fish data

Antidegredation
Protect all water that i1s cooler than the criteria

Start placing those waterbodies in Tier Il —
Outstanding Resource Water




Incidental Take Permits
Terms and Conditions

NPDES Permits follow EPA Temperature
Guidance

Reporting to Federal Fish Agencies
When fish data review will occur
Results based on looking at fish data
When Water Quality Assessment is out for review
Results from effectiveness monitoring work

Dissolved Oxygen

Update standards to protect for dissolved oxygen in
the gravel.




Incidental Take Permits
Conservation Recommendations

Look at the special temperature provisions for waters in
Eastern Washington.

Update Water Quality Standards:
marine dissolved oxygen and temperature

toxics criteria once the consultation in Oregon is
complete

Begin designating outstanding natural resource
waters in rule

Coordinate with the Bureau of Recreation to reduce
temperature on the Yakima River




EPA Action

Went through and discussed every aspect of
the standards that changed

Considered some items not a standard




When iIs the next triennial review?!

New staff just joined us and the first things
she will be tackling are:

Working with tribes and other fish managers on
process to collect fish data.

Dissolved oxygen follow up — start rule process

Over the next couple of months we will be
pulling together a schedule and process to
move forward with the next triennial review




Triennial Review

The review Is not a rule-making proceeding, but
Instead Is used:

To provide a forum to discuss all issues of interest
regarding the water quality standards and their
Implementation.

To discuss new Initiatives being developed by EPA.
To solicit suggestions for where guidance is needed.

To discuss the progress with ongoing standards-related
efforts.
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