
SB 5113 – Authorizing the application of barley straw to waters of the state 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
 
Applicators may use barley straw to clarify water without a state waste discharge 
permit. The bill lays out specific requirements for using barley straw. 
 
Ecology’s permit for Aquatic Plant and Algae Management covers the application 
of barley straw to state waters. Ecology issued the permit in March 2006. Since 
then, no one has applied to use barley straw. Barley straw works best in small, 
artificial ponds. If you treat artificial water body five acres or under with no drainage 
during and for two weeks after treatment, you do not need permit coverage. So, 
most applications of barley straw are already exempt. 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 
Ecology staff answer questions about barley straw as needed now. Since we do 
not have any current permits, the workload will not change. 
 
WORK PLAN 
 
Ecology will inform interested applicators about the state law. Ecology will update 
our website to clarify that permits are not needed. 

 
Contact person(s)  
 
Kelly McLain, Water Quality Program, (360) 407-6938, kelm461@ecy.wa.gov 
Kathy Hamel, Water Quality Program, (360) 407-6562, kham461@ecy.wa.gov 
 
  



SB 5778 – Relating to implementation of shellfish protection programs 
 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
 
When shellfish beds are threatened by poor water quality, counties must form 
shellfish protection districts and develop plans. This bill requires that the plans be 
implemented. Ecology must consult with local governments establishing shellfish 
protection programs, if asked. Ecology must also cooperate with counties 
implementing their shellfish protection programs. Ecology is currently doing this 
work. 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 
Since this is work we are already doing, we do not expect any resource impacts. 
 
WORK PLAN 
 
Ecology currently works with local governments as they establish and implement 
shellfish protection districts. We will continue this work. 

 
Contact person:  
Helen Bresler, Water Quality Program, 360.407.6180, hbre461@ecy.wa.gov  



 SSB 5881 – Modifying Water Power License Fees 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
 
This bill increases water power license fees. It will fund: 
• The joint stream gauging program with USGS.   
• Work on hydropower relicensing by Ecology and WDFW 
 

The bill requires Ecology to submit a progress report to the legislature by 
December 31, 2009 and every two years after that. The progress report describes 
the use of the fees and any related information. 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 
Ecology expects approximately $1.2 million per biennium in additional fees.  We 
expect 1.8 additional FTEs for Ecology and 2.5 FTEs for WDFW in the 2007-09 
biennium. 
 
WORK PLAN 
 
Ecology will prepare a draft workplan for the upcoming biennium. We will share this 
workplan with stakeholders for input this summer. 
 
We are currently working with WDFW on the interagency contract. Ecology WQ 
program will hire one FTE for this work to be shared between NWRO and SWRO 
and one HQ FTE to provide technical support to all the regional staff working on 
FERC 401 certs. The Water Resources Program will have existing staff doing this 
work charge to this account instead of general fund. 

 
 

Contact person: 
Melissa Gildersleeve, Water Quality Program, 360.407.6461, mgil461@ecy.wa.gov  
  
 
 



ESSB 5894 – Clarifying the Regulatory Authority for On-Site Sewage Systems 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
The bill establishes Department of Health (DOH) as the responsible agency for 
regulating Large On Site Sewage Systems (LOSS). DOH must adopt rules for 
LOSS, including: 
• Regulating design, construction, installation, operation, maintenance and repair 

for LOSS.  
• Controlling and preventing pollution of the state's waters. 
• Issuing permits for LOSS. 
• Enforcing LOSS requirements. 
 
The rules must meet surface and ground water standards and require all known, 
available and reasonable methods of treatment. All LOSS must have annual 
permits after July 1, 2009. The bill provides for the transition of permits from 
Ecology. The bill also limits SBOH’s authority to only systems under 3500 gpd. 
Ecology must work with DOH during the rule development.   
 
The bill overrides parts of current Ecology rules. Specifically: 
• WAC 173-216-030(5) 
• WAC 173-221-030(10) 
• WAC 173-240-020(5). 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
Ecology received no additional resources for this bill. Resource impacts on the 
Department of Ecology include: 
• Working with DOH on their rule development and revision. 
• Transferring an unknown number of state waste discharge permits to DOH. 
• Coordinating with DOH on wastewater treatment to ensure consistency. 
• Revising our rules to be consistent with new permitting thresholds. 
 
WORK PLAN 
John Stormon will continue to serve as Ecology’s representative for LOSS issues 
on DOH committees. This work is in the WQP program plan.   
 
As facilities transfer from Ecology permitting to DOH permitting, we will stop 
collecting fees from those facilities. The workload associated with those facilities 
will also transfer to DOH. We expect 16 or fewer facilities to transfer.  That number 
of permits will not cause a significant change in our resources or workload. 
 
As stated in the fiscal note, Ecology will revise our rules the next time rule revision 
is needed. We will not revise the rules specifically to implement this legislation.  
 
Contact person:  
John Stormon, Water Quality Program, 360.407.7221, jsto461@ecy.wa.gov  
Melodie Selby, Water Quality Program, 360-407-6489, msel461@ecy.wa.gov   



 E2SSB 5923 – Aquatic Invasive Species Enforcement and Control 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
 
This bill gives WDFW and the State Patrol additional authority to: 
• Prevent the introduction of invasive aquatic species. 
• Limit the spread of invasive aquatic plants and animals already in Washington. 
• Issue penalties for violation of ballast water laws.  
• Make rules regulating ballast water treatment. 
• Evaluate risks from other sources of aquatic invasive species such as ship hulls 
 
Ecology will be responsible for: 
• Developing an NPDES permit for biocides used in rapid responses 
• Participating in a WDFW rulemaking on ballast water. 
• Evaluating ballast water treatment proposals. 
• Coordinating with other state agencies in developing management approaches 

for ship and boat hulls. 
• Coordinating with WDFW and United States Coast Guard to improve vessel 

inspection procedures. 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 
Ecology received no additional resources for this bill. Ecology has worked with 
WDFW on invasive species and ballast water for some time. The tasks from this 
bill are within the capacity of current staff. There will be no additional fiscal impact. 
 
WORK PLAN 
 
• Ecology has started the NDPES permit and expects it to be completed by 

summer 2008. 
• Ecology staff will participate in the WDFW rulemaking for the rest of 2007.   
• Ecology staff reviews ballast water treatment proposals as they are submitted 
• Ecology leads the Executive Committee of the Aquatic Nuisance Species 

Committee. 
• The Water Quality Program represents Ecology on the state Invasive Species 

Council.   
 

Contact person  
Kathy Hamel, Water Quality Program, kham461@ecy.wa.gov, 360-407-6562 
Randall Marshall, Water Quality Program, rmar461@ecy.wa.gov, 360-407-6445 
 
  



 
E2SSB 6044 – Regarding the removal of derelict vessels 

 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
 
This bill expands the ability of public entities to remove derelict vessels. Ecology 
must coordinate with DNR to examine the program. 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 
No funds were provided for this work.  Ecology staff will be diverted from other 
work to attend the work group meetings.  
 
WORK PLAN 
 
Ecology staff will participate in the work group between now and November of 
2007. 

 
Contact person:  
John Drabek, Water Quality Program, 425.649.7293, jdra461@ecy.wa.gov  



 
E2SSB 6117 – Regarding reclaimed water 

 
 
PROGRAM IMPACTS 
The governor vetoed section 4 of the bill. The rest of the bill directs Ecology to: 
• Expand financial support and incentives for capital investments in reclaimed 

water.  
• Coordinate with DOH to streamline the approval of reclaimed water use. 
• Provide progress reports on the rule making process to the legislature by 1/1/08 

and 1/1/09. 
• Form a sub-taskforce to recommend future uses of reclaimed water. 
• Report on reclaimed water proposals in watershed plans. 
• Establish a sub-taskforce to recommend a long-term dedicated funding source. 
• Consider the current and potential use of water conservation programs, plans 

or ordinances for reclaimed water use. 
 
The governor’s veto message directs Ecology to work with legislative leadership to 
address: 
• Water right impairment from water reuse projects. 
• Reclaimed water planning. 
• Other issues in sections 3 and 4 of the bill. 
 
Ecology must provide a report by December 31, 2007.   
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
Ecology received 2.5 FTEs and $560,111.   
 
WORK PLAN 
Ecology is currently working to hire the 2.5 FTEs and to sign contracts for work as 
needed. 
 
Ecology and DOH developed a plan to combine all legislative reclaimed water 
reports. This includes those required under this bill, the governor’s message, and 
existing law. We expect to include draft statute revisions for impairment and 
possibly other issues with the reports. 
 
Ecology expects to form the sub-taskforces by the end of July. We will work with 
interested parties to keep them informed of proposed statute revisions. 
 
Ecology will work with legislative staff and leadership to coordinate all the tasks. 

 
Contact person  
Katharine Cupps, Water Quality Program, 360.407.6452, kcup461@ecy.wa.gov  
  
 


