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National Aquaculture Policy 

In June 2011, NOAA announced the release 
of final national aquaculture policies issued 
by the Department of Commerce and 
NOAA. 

http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/us/aq_policies.html 



National Aquaculture Policy 

These policies establish a framework to allow 
sustainable domestic aquaculture to: 
 

 Contribute to the U.S. seafood supply  
 Support coastal communities  
 Support important commercial and recreational fisheries  
 Help to restore species and habitat   

 
NOAA sees aquaculture as a critical component 
to meeting increasing global demand for seafood 
and maintaining healthy ecosystems. 



Priorities in the NOAA policy include the following: 
 

Advancing sustainable aquaculture science 
Making timely management decisions based on the 
best scientific information available  
Ensuring aquaculture decisions protect wild species and 
healthy coastal and ocean ecosystems 
Developing sustainable aquaculture in locations 
compatible with other uses 
Working with partners domestically and internationally  
Promoting a level playing field for U.S. aquaculture 
businesses engaged in international trade 

 

National Aquaculture Policy 



NOAA will support the emphasis on sustainable 
marine aquaculture through three initiatives: 
 

A 'National Shellfish Initiative' to increase shellfish farming 
and restoration  
Implementing the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Plan for Aquaculture  
An 'Aquaculture Technology Transfer Initiative' that will 
foster public-private partnerships on regional projects that 
showcase innovative sustainable practices, jump start 
private sector investments, and create employment 
opportunities in coastal communities.  

 

National Aquaculture Policy 



 

Developing a National Shellfish Initiative in 
partnership with the shellfish industry is intended to:  
 

Increase commercial production of shellfish  
Create jobs 
Provide locally-produced food 
Restore shellfish populations and habitats  
Improve water quality 

 

National Aquaculture Policy 



State Shellfish Initiative 

The State of Washington is taking additional action to protect and 
enhance shellfish resources. This effort supports the long-term goal 
of abundant shellfish resources for Washington’s residents and 
Native American tribes, as well as a thriving and healthy shellfish 
aquaculture industry. We recognize and respect that: 
  

Shellfish aquaculture and commercial and tribal harvest of wild 
shellfish resources are water-dependent uses that are also dependent 
on excellent water quality 
Shellfish can help filter and clean our marine waters of excess 
nutrients and can be part of the solution to restore and preserve the 
health of endangered waters 
We can have healthy marine waters and productive shellfish beds for 
a growing industry, Native American tribes and for all the citizens of 
Washington 

 



To restore and expand shellfish resources, Washington 
must renew its protection, restoration and enhancement 
efforts.   

 

These efforts will pay off in: 
 

Increased recreation 
Additional clean water jobs 
A healthier Puget Sound 

 

State Shellfish Initiative 



The State Initiative Team, consisting of state and 
federal agencies, tribal representatives, local 
government, and the environmental community, have 
put together a draft Initiative with three components: 
 

Create a Public/Private Partnership for 
Shellfish Aquaculture 
Promote Native Shellfish Restoration and 
Recreational Shellfish Harvest 
Ensure Clean Water to Protect and Enhance 
Shellfish Beds 

 

State Shellfish Initiative 



Create a Public/Private Partnership for 
Shellfish Aquaculture 

 

Federal, State, and Local Model Permitting Program 

Continue vital research on aquaculture 

Implement Pilots 

Local Shoreline Master Programs 

 

 

State Shellfish Initiative 



Promote Native Shellfish Restoration and 
Recreational Shellfish Harvest 

 

Restore Native Shellfish 

Olympia oysters - Pinto abalone 

Enhance Recreational Shellfish Harvest    

Enhance onsite interpretation and public engagement 

 

State Shellfish Initiative 



Ensure Clean Water to Protect and Enhance 
Shellfish Beds 
 

Direct New Federal Funding to protect and improve water 
quality in commercial, recreational and Tribal shellfish 
growing areas 

Improve Shellfish Growing Area Protection and Restoration 
Efforts 

Continue to administer the Clean Vessel Program 

State Shellfish Initiative 



 

 

 

Questions? 

 
Thank You 
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