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September 28, 2015       

Washington Department of Ecology

c/o Mr. Jon Jennings

PO Box 47696

Olympia, WA., 98504-7696

Re: Draft CAFO Permit

 

Dear Mr. Jennings,

The Department of Ecology (DOE) has been mandating for over 40 years.  I have
 been in the dairy business for over 40 years.  There have been some good things
 accomplished.  I think farmers, in general, are doing a better job of caring for their
 land and the people around them.  Laws have been passed to help try to improve, by
 whosever judgment, what and how we farmers do the work we’ve chosen to do. 

My family, which includes my wife and 2 sons, and their families, farm in the river
 bottom of the Skagit River.  We are farming on farms that have been in existence for
 nearly, or over 100 years.  Those farmers did a good job, and made a good living
 from that land.  They developed a good drainage system that made the ground
 farmable.  On one occasion recently, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife and
 the tribes came in with their experts to help the drainage work even better.  That cost
 my farming business failed crops on our Fir Island farm for nearly a half dozen years,
 because the state and tribes didn’t put the drain tube in correctly.  The land affected
 is close to 100 acres.  This farm has approximately 24100’ of drainage ditches. 
 Multiply the 24,100 times 100’ of buffer that is 2,410,000 square feet, divided by
 43560’, the amount of square feet in an acre, and that makes just over 55 acres we
 would be required to give up on only that farm.  The value of the crops we raise is
 well over $1000/acre.  We still have to pay rent on the land, and we have not
 received ANY money to compensate us for our losses.  I think this is a good example
 of inept state employees claiming authority, trying to save the world and screw those
 that take the risk to make a living while paying taxes to support those with the
 authority.  We have tried to get compensation for our lost crops, but good
 government delay tactics seem to prevail.  If you think I’m bitter about the way my
 family was treated here, you’re right.  The Washington State Department of Ecology,
 WSDFW, and the tribes are at par with each other.  I see no reason why any farmer
 should support or respect anything you do when you treat conscientious taxpaying
 citizens the way you do. 
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Our farming operation has 9 lagoons.  Most of the lagoons are smaller than a million
 gallons.  We have worked extensively with our local conservation district to assure
 we are in compliance with the current rules.  We do our best to apply the manure at
 appropriate rates to grow good crops.  The lagoons on all of these locations were put
 in place with the help of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Soil
 Conservation specs.  I believe we are being good stewards of the land.  I believe
 DOE, WSDFW, are trying to rationalize their jobs by picking on sectors of the
 economy that have worked hard already, to stay in compliance with all of the rules. 
   With 100’ buffers, our total dairy farming operation would lose approximately 250
 plus acres, or about 25% of the land we farm.

The proposed CAFO Permit will close this one farm, and probably several of the
 others down because of the unnecessary high cost of lagoon liners.  We have
 worked hard to keep these farms functional with the rules that are in place.
   With 100’ buffers, we may have a 50’ strip that we can farm down the middle
 of many of the fields.  I don’t know that our whole farming operation could
 stand the impact of having to line all of our lagoons and comply with the new
 rules.

This is a bad proposal.  I know the DOE and the DOE and EPA would like to have
 dairy farms go away so they can go pick on somebody else.  The knowledge and
 expertise that I have seen and experienced when it comes to government trying to
 run private industries is poor at best.  I have no reason to believe this CAFO Permit
 which includes lagoon liners will be any different.  The dairy farmers are already
 complying with the laws in place.  Let us farm.

As the monitors of everything environmental, these governmental agencies are
 continually putting regulations on those that produce food for the people of our nation
 and others in the world.  If a food shortage or famine ever hits our world, I hope our
 fine regulatory friends will be generous and kind enough to stand in the back of the
 line.

 Dave Boon,

Bayside Dairy, Mount Vernon, WA
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