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I have great concern regarding the DOE’s proposed regulations for farms with manure lagoons. I
 recall many years ago that government agencies did everything they could to encourage farmers to
 build manure lagoons even if they were not a CAFO. Now farmers will be punished for having one
 because it is assumed that all lagoon cause pollution. I am concerned that the proposed regulations
 would force farmers out of business and many into bankruptcy and a few to suicide. Farms will
 become housing developments and parking lots.
 
Not all farms with lagoons are feedlots or CAFOs. Many lagoons are not even being used. The idea
 that  producers would be responsible to employ all “known, available and reasonable” methods to
 prevent water pollution coming from their “production and land application areas” is unreasonable
 and impossible. The sky is the limit on what is possible in technology. Using every known method
 leaves the door wide open so any farmer not using all state of the art technology that has been
 developed as soon as it becomes available is in violation of the state is totally unrealistic and
 unreasonable. Who can even define that? Who can afford that? Farmers and ranchers are probably
 the most overworked and underpaid business people there are. Yet agriculture is the most
 important business on the planet- we feed people. Maybe the government should pay to improve
 lagoons since the government encouraged them to be installed.
 
I thought the intent was to protect the environment not to destroy agriculture. It almost feels like
 agriculture is assumed to be guilty without a trial. Of course there are a few abusers or ignorant
 people. Instead of policing, punishing or destroying nearly everyone, instead let’s try working
 together to make improvements that help everyone.  Maybe more people would seek help if they
 thought they weren’t going to be punished for doing so. Farmers and ranchers should not have to
 be afraid of government agencies that are “here to help”.
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