
CAFO General Permit Listening Session 
 
 
What We’ve Heard So Far: 
 

1. The current permit framework is reactive, which is not protective or efficient. 
Under the current framework, a permit is not required unless there is or was a documented 
discharge to surface waters.  This after-the-fact permitting is inefficient and does not prevent 
the pollution. 
 

2. Nutrient management plan (NMP) “do-loop” is time consuming and cumbersome. 
The current framework requires a facility to submit a completed NMP with their permit 
application. Because the NMP becomes the facilities effluent limitations Ecology must review 
and accept the NMP as part of permitting a facility. Upon review of the NMP, if deficiencies 
are noted, it must be sent back to the applicant for updates. This process is time consuming 
and cumbersome. In addition, after a facility is permitted, if it wants to make updates or 
changes to its operations not accounted for in the NMP, it must submit an updated NMP to 
Ecology for review and acceptance (including public notice and comment) before 
implementing the changes on site. This current process is inefficient and may cause delays in 
permitting facilities and may put the permitted facility at an economic disadvantage because 
it cannot quickly and easily respond to the market. 
 

3. Ground water needs to be addressed. 
There are areas in Washington where ground water is impacted by nitrates. The ground water 
in these areas is used heavily as a source of drinking water. Manure generated by livestock 
facilities is one source of the nitrates. Two avenues of nitrate movement to ground water are 
manure storage (e.g. lagoons, uncovered stacks, etc) and land application of manure. 
 

4. What will Ecology do in the interim when discharges occur? 
There have been a number of facilities that have had discharges since the CAFO permit 
expired in 2011. Without a permit, Ecology cannot provide a compliance pathway for the 
facilities that are required to apply for permit coverage. 

  



Draft - CAFO Permit Development Schedule Summary 
 
Phase I: January – April 

• Listening Sessions 
 
Interim: April-June 

• Develop preliminary draft CAFO permit 
 
Phase II: May-July 

• Release preliminary draft CAFO permit for public comment 
 
Interim: July-September 

• Develop formal draft CAFO permit 
 
Phase III: October-November 

• Release formal draft CAFO permit for public comment 
 
Phase IV: December 

• Issue final CAFO permit. 


