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Hello Nathan. I am Ed Darcher, Pacific County Spartina Coordinator. I
introduced myself to you at the meeting in So. Bend. I've been involved in
the spartina eradication project in Willapa Bay over fifteen years working
as a private contractor, four years with USF&W and the last five years at
Pacific Co. This year I'll be responsible for over three fifths of Willapa
Bay and estuary from the Peninsula to Tokeland including part of the
refuge. I am on the flats and sloughs almost daily from June through
October and am acutely aware of japonica. Presently, there is more
japonica infestation than spartina at the peak, an estimated 9500 acs.
(Which has been reduced to less than .5 ac with no detrimental effects
from imazapyr.)Considering Ecology's stringent control restrictions and
the debilitating presence of japonica on aquaculture, I personally think
it would be irresponsible not to allow japonica management on commercial
clam beds. As for ducks, there is more feed out there than ten times the
present migration. It is a non-issue. You are welcomed to survey the bay
yourself, anywhere, anytime, in the county airboat. Good luck. Ed Darcher.
edarcher@co.pacific.wa.us. 503/298/9974.
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