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Hi Nathan,
 
I am submitting the following comments to Draft Environmental Impact Statement: Management
Zostera japonica on Commercial Clam Beds in Willapa Bay, Washington.
 
Page 9: Figure 1-2 misrepresents the northwest portion of Willapa Bay. Eelgrass is not abundant in that area.
Graphic appears to make Zostera japonica distribution larger than it really is. The polygon in the very northwest
encompasses not only mudflats but high salt marsh and dune areas. There are only a few small patches of Zostera
japonica within the above mentioned polygon.
 
Page 14/Table 1.5-1
Testing of surface waters should also be conducted rather than just sediments and not just around the area
treated. Just like imazamox, carbaryl was touted as having a short half life and supposedly broke down quickly in
sunlight. However, after the NPDES permit was issued, carbaryl was detected year after year on the Shoalwater
Bay Reservation and at the Tokeland marina within 12-48 hrs of applications. There is no mention in the EIS that
landowners on Willapa Bay could possibly be subjected to chemical trespass as a result of imazamox applications.
 
Page 32

(WAC 173-26-241[3][b]): “Properly managed, it can result in long-term over short-term benefit and can protect
the resources and ecology of the shoreline. Aquaculture is dependent on the use of the water area and, when
consistent with control of pollution and prevention of damage to the environment, is a preferred use of the
water area.

 
I’m not so sure the introduction of non-native species (spartina, Japanese eelgrass and manila clams), especially
invasive ones, by the oyster growers is what is meant by “Properly managed”. What is actually happening in
Willapa Bay might be considered by some to be contradictory to WAC 173-26-241[3][b].
 
Page 99
“Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus” should be “Charadrius nivosus nivosus”  
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document.
 
Sincerely,
Steven J. Spencer
 
Env. Operations Manager
Shoalwater Bay Tribe
Ph(360)267-6766 ex2421
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