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Hello Nathan,

Please accept the attached letter as my public comment.  Please respond to let me know these
comments were received.

Thank you,
Joy Weber
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February 14, 2014

To:
Nathan Lubliner 


Washington State Department of Ecology


PO Box 47696


Olympia, WA  98504-7696

nathan.lubliner@ecy.wa.gov

From: 
Joy Weber 



PO Box 1



Ocean Park, WA  98640


 


Hello Nathan,


I am writing in support of the issuance of an NPDES permit for the control of Zostera japonica in Willapa Bay.  The shellfish industry is a critical part of our economy, heritage, and culture, and as such must have the ability to protect their farm lands from pests and predators like any other farming entity.  The shellfish farming families in our area have for generations provided a solid base for our local economy by providing jobs and also by pursuing a sustainable farming activity.  Japonica is having a direct threat to the ability to preserve these farm lands, and an effective control tool must be assured.  

In addition, it's clear that this invasive noxious weed is degrading the natural marine system and poses a very real threat to the general health of the food chain in the bay through its eco-engineering actions.  I find it unfortunate that this permit was not developed to allow control of this invasive plant in all areas of our state, which as WDOE is aware has expanded all along our coast and into Puget Sound.  Noxious weed control strategies around japonica in other states have demonstrated that there is not a realistic non-herbicide control that is effective.   Those responsible for managing our public lands have a legal responsibility to protect our public lands and interests, and not including these lands under this permit seem extremely shortsighted in term of at least protecting natural ecologically sensitive areas. 

 Research has clearly shown that where japonica exists, shellfish population and growth is severely impacted.  The effect on public lands is the same as that on commercial lands, so it's clear that public shellfish beds are being impacted.  It is also unfair to private land owners to deny them coverage under this permit simply because they are not considered a commercial clam venture.  Many people who own tidelands that are infested with japonica have seen their tidelands decimated by this invasive.  They desire to retain the natural conditions of their property, and also to enjoy the benefit of growing their own shellfish.  Research clearly demonstrates that japonica has a large negative impact on the ability to grow shellfish, so these private land owners are losing the use of the tidelands for the intended purpose to have a shellfish garden.

I have seen shellfish growers take on a critical role in environmental stewardship for generations as they work to assure the bay and it surrounding areas are protected from poor upland development practices.  It’s clear that if they can't control invasive weeds and other pests on their farms, that they will lose the ability to farm over time.  If they lose this ability, then who will we have remaining who have an actual stake in assuring good policies are in place to protect our bay?  It is without question that while there are many groups concerned and active in good environmental stewardship, there are none that have been a consistent supporter longer or more dedicated than shellfish farmers.


In closing I want to express my support for the shellfish industries effort to assure responsible stewardship practices are always at the forefront of their farming work.  Because they rely on a clean and healthy environment, it would defy logic and any common business sense for them to pursue activities that may damage the very environmental quality they rely on.  I find it very frustrating when I see groups slandering the good name of the shellfish industry who I believe overall have been a good friend to the responsible environmental community, while at the same time having to balance their need to operate a farm.  We can't afford to lose this industry for the mere fact that they provide a true balance between the environmental community and the business community as a necessity to operate.  What other business activity offers such a service as a basic requirement to be able to sustain their business? 

Sincerely,

Joy Weber


joyweber@centurytel.net



February 14, 2014 
 
To: Nathan Lubliner  

Washington State Department of Ecology 
PO Box 47696 
Olympia, WA  98504-7696 
nathan.lubliner@ecy.wa.gov 
 

From:  Joy Weber  
 PO Box 1 
 Ocean Park, WA  98640 
  
 
Hello Nathan, 
 
I am writing in support of the issuance of an NPDES permit for the control of Zostera japonica in 
Willapa Bay.  The shellfish industry is a critical part of our economy, heritage, and culture, and 
as such must have the ability to protect their farm lands from pests and predators like any other 
farming entity.  The shellfish farming families in our area have for generations provided a solid 
base for our local economy by providing jobs and also by pursuing a sustainable farming 
activity.  Japonica is having a direct threat to the ability to preserve these farm lands, and an 
effective control tool must be assured.   
 
In addition, it's clear that this invasive noxious weed is degrading the natural marine system and 
poses a very real threat to the general health of the food chain in the bay through its eco-
engineering actions.  I find it unfortunate that this permit was not developed to allow control of 
this invasive plant in all areas of our state, which as WDOE is aware has expanded all along our 
coast and into Puget Sound.  Noxious weed control strategies around japonica in other states 
have demonstrated that there is not a realistic non-herbicide control that is effective.   Those 
responsible for managing our public lands have a legal responsibility to protect our public lands 
and interests, and not including these lands under this permit seem extremely shortsighted in 
term of at least protecting natural ecologically sensitive areas.  
 
 Research has clearly shown that where japonica exists, shellfish population and growth is 
severely impacted.  The effect on public lands is the same as that on commercial lands, so it's 
clear that public shellfish beds are being impacted.  It is also unfair to private land owners to 
deny them coverage under this permit simply because they are not considered a commercial clam 
venture.  Many people who own tidelands that are infested with japonica have seen their 
tidelands decimated by this invasive.  They desire to retain the natural conditions of their 
property, and also to enjoy the benefit of growing their own shellfish.  Research clearly 
demonstrates that japonica has a large negative impact on the ability to grow shellfish, so these 
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private land owners are losing the use of the tidelands for the intended purpose to have a 
shellfish garden. 
 
I have seen shellfish growers take on a critical role in environmental stewardship for generations 
as they work to assure the bay and it surrounding areas are protected from poor upland 
development practices.  It’s clear that if they can't control invasive weeds and other pests on their 
farms, that they will lose the ability to farm over time.  If they lose this ability, then who will we 
have remaining who have an actual stake in assuring good policies are in place to protect our 
bay?  It is without question that while there are many groups concerned and active in good 
environmental stewardship, there are none that have been a consistent supporter longer or more 
dedicated than shellfish farmers. 
 
 
In closing I want to express my support for the shellfish industries effort to assure responsible 
stewardship practices are always at the forefront of their farming work.  Because they rely on a 
clean and healthy environment, it would defy logic and any common business sense for them to 
pursue activities that may damage the very environmental quality they rely on.  I find it very 
frustrating when I see groups slandering the good name of the shellfish industry who I believe 
overall have been a good friend to the responsible environmental community, while at the same 
time having to balance their need to operate a farm.  We can't afford to lose this industry for the 
mere fact that they provide a true balance between the environmental community and the 
business community as a necessity to operate.  What other business activity offers such a service 
as a basic requirement to be able to sustain their business?  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Joy Weber 
joyweber@centurytel.net 
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