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Walt Weber

PO Box 225

Chinook, WA 98614

wweberg@centurytel.net



Date: February 15, 2014



Subject: Proposed Imazamox Application to Willapa Bay



I have been a resident of Chinook since 1999.  My contact with the bay is mainly during duck hunting or hiking trips.  The bay appears to be very healthy and attractive to ducks and brant at this time.  I don’t  know much about the toxicity of the herbicide, Imazamox, on native eelgrass or the phytoplankton that forms the bottom of the food chain for all of the bay’s valuable natural resources including oysters, clams, crabs, salmon, other bay fish, etc.  I understand that the target plant, an exotic, introduced eelgrass (Zostera japonica) is also a valuable waterfowl food item.  The shellfish growers are very supportive of the herbicide use.  They definitely have an agenda and a biased point of view but their economic situation needs consideration.  I’m hopeful that their will be equal consideration of the impacts, both direct and subtle, of the chemical on the other valuable bay resources such as waterfowl, salmon smolts, resident fish, crabs, native eelgrass, other estuarine plants, phytoplankton and zooplankton.  Possibly, with careful timing and limited scope, Imazamox can be used to control critical infestations of the target plant with minimal harm to the other valuable bay resources.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  Walt Weber.
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