
From: Toteff, Sally (ECY)
To: Lubliner, Nathan (ECY)
Cc: North, Teri (ECY); Bellon, Maia (ECY); Moore, Bill (ECY)
Subject: RE: Imazamox use for irradication of Zostera Japonica (eelgrass)
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 6:22:02 PM

Hi Nathan,
Please add this to the public record.
 
-Sally
 
 

From: Bellon, Maia (ECY) 
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 6:15 PM
To: Toteff, Sally (ECY)
Cc: North, Teri (ECY)
Subject: Fwd: Imazamox use for irradication of Zostera Japonica (eelgrass)
 
Sally:  Please forward to Kathy or whomever needs to review this comment.
 
Also, please fix website or whatever contact information that isn't correct. 

--Maia

Begin forwarded message:

From: christine <westlandstar@comcast.net>
Date: February 18, 2014 at 6:05:10 PM PST
To: <maia.bellon@ecy.wa.gov>
Subject: Imazamox use for irradication of Zostera Japonica (eelgrass)

Dear. Ms. Bellon:  The letter below was intended for Kathy Hamel, as instructed on a web
site devoted to the above-referenced subject.  However, I am not able to reach her by e-
mail after using two different e-mail addresses.  Can you please forward this to her or to
someone else who is involved with this issue? 
 
Thank you,
 
Christine Westland
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hamel:
 
Imazamox is a herbicide, which means it will kill supposedly specific marine grasses
which are considered invasive.  It seems there is evidence to the contrary, with regard to
it's usefullness in the Salish Sea, as it will also kill the native eelgrass and thereby imperil
and/or destroy migratory waterfowl food sources, salmon smolts, protection for young
herring and, just like Imidicloprid or any other toxic perticide/herbicide, may also
eventually come into contact with honey bees which are vanishing at a rapid rate, all
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thanks to the corporations who want to maintain unsustainable, oversize crops and/or
shellfish production. 
 
The Salish Sea is already imperiled by so many industrial pollutants and human trash. 
The ecosystem here and other places is becoming unbalanced by ocean acidification
caused by up-welling cold waters containing heavy concentrations of CO2 which are
normally stored in the ocean and not meant to be in shallow waters.  The shellfish
industry has been practically devastated by this slight change in pH.  As global warming
continues - and it will for some time, even if the entire world stops using fossil fuels
immediately and forever - our oceans will bear the brunt of what humans have done in
their sometimes ignorant addiction to oil. 
 
Our awareness must be raised and we must learn to respect the laws of Nature and
cease to pollute the earth.  I believe that using any pesticide or herbicide will begin a new
chain of events which we cannot forsee and cause more and more destruction of an
otherwise balanced plan for the oceans and land.  Why take a chance on poisoning the
waters more??  The wisdom of the earth will eventually find balance if we leave it alone. 
I would not want to risk further species endangerment and/or ecosystem disruption at any
time for any reason.
 
Please re-consider issuing a permit for the application of the aquatic herbicide Imazamox
to "manage" Japanese eelgrass on commercial shellfish beds.  This will only increase
pollution.  If we poison our oceans, we will all be doomed as a species.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
 
Christine Westland
Birch Bay, WA


