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To Kathy Hamel, Department of Ecology,
   
     This letter is sent in support of the of a development of a NPDES permit for the treatment of
japonica in Willapa Bay.  The invasive species you refer to as Japanese eelgrass is more commonly
called japonica here in Willapa Bay.  The never ending worship of “Eelgrass” as a savior for
endangered species spawns blind passion from a small group of individuals opposed to shellfish
farming in Washington State.  Ignorance and minimal understanding of the problem doesn’t stand in the
way of opposition by these people.  Shellfish farmers here recognize Japonica for what it is, an
invasive species that threatens the estuary.  Uncontrolled expansion of this noxious weed will change
the dynamics of our beloved bay and result in an estuary infested with japonica lacking in diversity and
beauty.  We cannot stand by and let this happen.  The near total eradication of Spartina (along with
continuous mop up and monitoring to come) has rid Willapa Bay of a similar invasive species and
saved it for all to enjoy, including flocks and flocks of migratory birds stopping to refuel on the mudflats,
what a sight! 
 
     Please add my name to the list of people supporting the development of a NPDES permit for the
control of Japonica.  Also please add my name to the list of those supporting the option to treat this
weed on all grounds and not just commercial shellfish beds.  Restricting the treatment to commercial
shellfish beds will not solve the problem and eventually lead to the same result, an estuary that is
lacking in diversity and leading to a chain reaction of who knows what.  Maybe the worms that live in
the mud disappear and the species that eat them suffer.  Maybe as Japonica dies in the summer and
washes up on the beaches to decompose the stench drives away tourists.  Maybe crabs can’t find
enough food and the local crab fishery crashes.  Maybe salmon smolt get caught in the tangled matt of
japonica as the tide goes out and die in mass.  All possible scenarios with unwanted effects. 
Department of Ecology’s development of this NPDES permit is the right thing to do for Willapa Bay,
Pacific County and Washington State.
 
Sincerely,
Don Gillies
Shellfish Farmer
6931 US Hwy. 101
South Bend, WA  98586
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