
From: Del Gilkerson
To: Jennings, Jonathan (ECY); 
cc: Kevin Shoemaker; Angela Bailint (Benton); Pat & Char Brock; 

Dana Churchel; 
Subject: Extend Public Comment Period
Date: Saturday, February 13, 2010 7:59:30 PM

Jon,

 
After you explain the permit to us at the March 9th meeting we have only one day 

to gather our thoughts, think about what you have told us and make additional 

comments.

 
In 2006 we were given one week to comment on the original NPDES permit after 

the public meeting.  Even that one week was not enough.  You must extend the 

public comment period for a reasonable time after the meeting.  

 
If DOE feels that the permit needs to be explained (and I surly do feel we need to 

have some of the permit explained to us) DOE should give us adequate time 

after that explanation to make additional public comments.  To tell you the truth I 

always think of things I should have asked after a meeting.  We need time to 

inform our board of directors and our taxpayers of the implications of this permit.  

The meeting on March 9th will be the first time most of us have had the 

opportunity to question and hear DOE's explanation of the permit.  At least a one 

month extension of the public comment period is needed.

 
I am submitting this as a written comment on the draft permit.  Please address it 

with a written response.

 
Del Gilkerson

Cowlitz County Mosquito Control District
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underground waters, salt waters and all other surface waters and 

watercourses within the jurisdiction of the state of Washington. ) …are too 
broad and will prevent adulticiding until viral activity is 
widespread or people fall ill from a mosquito transmitted 
disease.  If this is DOE’s intent (no adulticiding in Washington 
State until disease is detected) then the public needs to be made 
aware of this before the permit is issued so they will have an 
opportunity to comment. 
 
However if DOE will permit adulticiding in a responsible and proactive versus 
reactive manner the wording in the draft needs to be changed to make it clear 
how we can do this and still comply with the permit.  
 
My suggestion for a wording change is to take out all references 
to nuisance and vector mosquito control and simply state: 
 

S5. ADULTICIDE USE  
 

1. The Permittee is authorized to discharge incidental amounts of adulticides 

and their residues to surface waters of the state during mosquito control 

season. The Permittee must limit incidental deposition to the extent possible 

by strictly adhering to label directions. Adulticides may not be used in 

Appendix B areas unless WDFW and Ecology approve the use.  

 

2. The mosquito control period, April 1 to October 31 of the same year, is the 

only time incidental discharge is authorized. The Permittee may request an 

extension of this period in writing from Ecology if natural population control 

(die-off) after October 31 is not expected.  

 

3. Mosquito Control Districts  

 

A Permittee that is an organized mosquito control district (chapter 17.28 

RCW) may use adulticides to control mosquitoes provided it is just one part 

of an Integrated Pest Management program that also includes larval control 

and breeding source reduction and conducts mosquito surveillance, mosquito 

disease testing, and monitors other disease indicators (such as dead birds, 

equine disease cases, or human health cases)  

 

 
4. Areas without a Mosquito Control District  

 

A Permittee that is not part of an organized mosquito control district (chapter 

17.28 RCW) may use adulticides to control mosquitoes provided DOH makes 

the determination that adulticiding for mosquito control is necessary to 

protect public health due to an overriding public health concern. 

 



 
 
Del Gilkerson 
Cowlitz County Mosquito Control District 
PO Box 1261 
Longview, WA 98632 
 



I am submitting this as a written comment on the draft permit. 
 
 
Adulticiding is a very important part of integrated pest management and a well 
run mosquito control district.  Homes are built in new areas that we haven’t 
explored and new larval development sites appear that we didn’t know about until 
the adults showed up and citizens begin calling us for help.  If we are lucky we 
will find the larval sites associated with these adults and be able to treat them 
next year.  But our taxpayers expect us to respond when they have adult 
mosquitoes in their area. 
 
In Cowlitz County we have a species of mosquito (CQ perturbans) that is nearly 
impossible for us to treat in the larval stage.  This species is a savage biter and 
has been shown to carry WNV in the laboratory.  The problems posed by this 
mosquito are severe.  The night before we adulticide we can find over 1,000 
adults in one CDC trap set in camp grounds and near private homes. After 
adulticiding the count will drop to 20 or 30 but in a few days will be back over 
1,000.   We have been adulticiding for this species in Cowlitz County for over 15 
years with no measurable harm to the environment, and our taxpayers expect us 
to continue this practice.   
 
Methoprene is the only product that has shown some effect on CQ perturbans 
larva.  Three years ago we spent over $100,000 on methoprene for CQ 
perturbans larva control and saw no reduction in adult populations.  We were told 
that we needed to treat all 2,000 acres where we found larva of this species and 
treat them twice each year with methoprene (at $200 per acre that would be 
$800,000).  Even if we raised taxes and did our best at larva control we would 
still have to adulticide because (A) the product is not 100% effective, (B) we don’t 
know 100% of the sites and (C) Cq. perturbans are listed as “strong fliers.”  We 
have found adults 10 and 15 miles from known larva sites. 
  
We get hundreds of calls each year asking for help with adult mosquitoes.  Our 
practice for the past 15 years has been to adulticide those areas by truck where 
adult mosquito counts in any one trap are greater then 20 per night. We always 
respect labeled setbacks and watch wind speed and direction to minimize drift 
over fish bearing waters. 
 
These situations certainly meet the criteria spelled out in the Fact Sheet on page 
13 under Control / Management Options:  ….MCDs may also apply adulticides, 
but ordinarily only when adult populations become so large that they cause 
extreme annoyance to many people…….. 
 

My concern is that the restrictions on nuisance mosquito control 
( S5 – A ) and the definition of waters of the state (90.48.020 
RCW …Wherever the words "waters of the state" shall be used in this chapter, 

they shall be construed to include lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, inland waters, 


