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Comments:  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Washington State
Department of Ecology Aquatic Mosquito Control NPDES General Permit. 
First, I would like to address the apparent misconception in the permitting process, that
Washington MCD’s adulticides for the purpose of “nuisance control of mosquitoes”.  The
term “nuisance” is one that should be clearly defined (which in most cases has already
been addressed by the professionals of each MCD).  I sincerely do not believe that MCD’s
proceed to adulticide without verification of mosquito species and the number of
mosquitoes present in a specific area (generally verified by CO2 trapping or the use of
various types of light traps).   Mosquitoes in areas of human and domestic animal
populations that are in numbers above 10 per minute, under the assumptions of this
permit would be considered just nuisance. Horses running in the fields, children with
multiple bites, use of mosquito repellant on children and finally home owners who use
products like Yard Spray should be given serious consideration by the DOE.  Obviously, it is
not the purpose of the DOE to enter into the daily life of the residents of our state with
regulations that would control the taxpayer’s private use of mosquito repellant and
pressurized adulticides. It is far more advantageous to work with the MCD professionals to
develop a set of reasonable guidelines (statewide) for adulticiding instead of waiting until
the presence of WNV or Encephalitis.  The health of each Washington Resident should be
considered equally.  For example, if the current language of the permit becomes the word
of law for MCD’s, do you think someone in your agency would be willing to purchase some

mailto:dhickman@bossig.com
mailto:joje461@ECY.WA.GOV


property in an area such as the confluence of the Columbia, Snake, Yakima and Walla Walla
Rivers (where as high as 20 to 25 lights of adults mosquitoes per minute (during the early
morning and evening hours) would not be uncommon.  I do believe your agency should
work closely in a role that is supportive of public health, and the well being of our state’s
residents, with the states MCD’s to revamp sections of this permits language to allow
adulticiding within specific prescribed guidelines. It is also imperative the DOE has
guidelines that are reasonable for the protection of the environment.
Secondly, I do believe that the use of Malathion has finally run its course for mosquito
control adulticiding.  The nature of mosquito tolerance to a chemical as Malathion is highly
possible.  The use of Organophosphates should be addressed by all MCD’s and the
professionals in those districts should agree to limit the use to emergency conditions
(WNV-Encephalitis).
Finally, I realize the objective of the DOE is to protect the environmental concerns of the
State of Washington.  I grieve when I read the WSDFW yearly fisherman guidelines and
notice the various species of fish they list that are not fit for human consumption or
consumption on a limited basis and not to be given to children.  The cleaning of our water
ways of the disregard for many years is a daunting task for your agency.  Your permitting
process for Mosquito Control larvicide and adulticide techniques is a great foundation in
the process of monitoring our state’s water and air quality.  However, public health and
quality of life should also be a goal of your agency.  I would urge your agents to visit the
professionals of MCD’s and do actual observations of adult mosquito trapping and ride in
the cab of an adulticiding truck, observe the driver and the professional technique used,
and ride in the cockpit of an aircraft and observe the professionalism and record keeping
each pilot must use to meet the guidelines of your agency.  I would encourage your agency
to monitor, monitor, observe, observe, I believe you will be surprised at the results of your
observations (be sure to set some expectations for your observations that will allow your
agents to do a proper evaluation).  You might state, “This process described would take too
long and the permits need to be activated in the very near future”.  I have not known a
state agency that has not had a contingency plan and temporary permitting process until
all the information is present.
Thanks for reading these comments.
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