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March 7, 2010
 
Dear Mr. Jennings:
 
I wish to make a comment regarding new regulations being considered by the Department of
Ecology which will prohibit our Cowlitz County Mosquito Control District from spraying for adult
nuisance mosquitoes in our neighborhoods.  The Mosquito Control Permit that is currently being
considered will prevent the District from providing a service we depend on and appreciate.
 
This proposed rule change is terribly disturbing to me because there is a “creek” (actually a
drainage ditch) that runs the length of my property.  In the warm and dry months, it’s just standing
water and a breeding ground for mosquitoes.  The Longview/Kelso area is virtually criss-crossed
with these drainage ditches.  Many of these ditches, including mine, are difficult or impossible to
access to spray for larvae, so they rapidly develop into adults and continue to multiply.  Frequently,
the mosquitoes have made it virtually impossible to be outside, particularly at dusk when we most
enjoy the warm evenings.  In the past, I have contacted our local Mosquito Control District and
received a very prompt response when needed.  The fogging they provide is very successful and
makes a huge difference in the livability in my area.  And I have certainly NOT observed ANY
environmental damage.  We in this area very willingly pay for this service with our tax dollars, and
wish to continue the program without interruption. 
 
With this letter, I am advising DOE of my strong objection to the new rules prohibiting the control
of adult mosquitoes, and ask that DOE reword the Mosquito Control Permit so that we may
continue to have adult mosquito control when needed.  Further I ask that you extend the comment
period on the draft permit so others who may not be aware of the proposed regulations have an
opportunity to submit their comments.  I understand the public hearing will be in Moses Lake. 
Now is that really fair to those of us in the water-logged, mosquito-prone areas west of the
Cascades?  Holding an advertised public hearing in our area will give us an opportunity to state the
benefits of our local fogging program.  Do not deny us this opportunity to participate in the process
of changing regulations that so definitely affect us.
 
Thank you for taking my comments into consideration.
 
Linda Lakefish
105 Inglewood Drive
Longview, WA 98632
 
(360) 425-1077
lindalakefish@q.com
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