
 

 

 

 

 

March 4, 2010 

 

Mr. Jon Jennings       

Washington State Department of Ecology 

Water Quality Program 

P. O. Box 47600 

Olympia, WA  98504 

 

Dear Mr. Jennings, 

 

The Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control Association greatly values our long and productive 

relationship with mosquito control districts throughout Washington State and considers their 

active participation in EPA’s Pesticide Environmental Stewardship program as a tangible 

recognition of their commitment to protecting human health and the environment.  With this 

long-standing collaboration in mind, and in light of the recent emergence of West Nile virus in 

Washington, I have to express my concerns with Washington State Department of Ecology’s 

draft NPDES permit for aquatic mosquito control. 

 

Adult mosquitoes, both vector and nuisance species, can potentially impact the health and 

economy of all Washingtonians.    Mosquito control districts in Washington have a long and 

proud legacy of providing public health mosquito control operations that reduce these risks 

through an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategy.  A key component of this IPM strategy 

is controlling adult nuisance species mosquitoes with adulticides by both air and ground.   The 

proposed NPDES permit restrictions effectively eliminates the use of adulticides for the control 

of nuisance species mosquitoes by not authorizing the discharge of adulticides into “waters of the 

state”.    It should be noted that many common nuisance species mosquitoes prefer human hosts 

and are aggressive biters both during the daytime and evening.  The flight range of several of 

these species can exceed 15 miles often dispersing downwind into populated neighborhoods and 

greenbelts from areas outside the jurisdiction of a mosquito control district.  Removing the 

ability to effectively control adult nuisance species mosquitoes would have a direct impact on the 

quality of life of thousands of Washingtonians who have chosen to live within close proximity to 

a mosquito breeding habitat or other waters of the state.   

 

I have additional concerns about the restrictions placed on the use of Malathion and Naled for 

adult mosquito control allowing usage only in the case of documented pyrethroid resistance.  

Both of these public health insecticides are registered and approved for mosquito control in 

Washington State by the US EPA and have long and valued histories in the prevention and 

abatement of mosquito-borne disease and are currently in successful use in over 300 mosquito 

abatement districts in the United States.  Their approval for use in these mosquito control 

programs is based upon extensive studies documenting toxicity profiles, environmental fates and 

non-target impacts as part of the registration process. Limiting the use of these highly effective 



products will place an unnecessary financial burden on mosquito control districts and result in 

less effective mosquito control.  I would also note the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Epidemic/Epizootic West Nile Virus in the United States: Revised Guidelines for 

Surveillance, Prevention, and Control states that, “The EPA has determined that the insecticides 

labeled nationally for this type of application pose minimum risks to human health and the 

environment when used according to the label. Adulticides labeled for mosquito control include 

several organophosphates such as Malathion and Naled.” 

 

The Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control Association supports management of mosquito 

populations when and where necessary by means of an integrated program designed to benefit or 

to have minimal adverse effects on people, domestic animals, wildlife and the environment.     

Working together, we can increase awareness of the important contributions that fully integrated 

mosquito management practices can make toward achieving our mutual goals of a healthier 

populace and environment.  

On behalf of the Washington State mosquito control districts listed below I would ask you to 

take into consideration these items of concern. 

 

Adams County Mosquito Control District  

Benton County Mosquito Control District 

Camano Island Mosquito Control District 

Clark County Mosquito Control District 

Columbia Mosquito Control District 

Cowlitz County Mosquito Control District 

Curlew Mosquito Control District 

Franklin County Mosquito Control District 

Grant County Mosquito Control District #1 

Grant County Mosquito Control District #2 

Inter-Local Mosquito Control District 

Leavenworth Mosquito Control District 

Skamania Mosquito Control District 

Touchet-Lowden Mosquito Control District 

Yakima County Mosquito Control District 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Ron J. Montgomery, Executive Director 

Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control Association 

3452 South Dennis Street 

Kennewick, WA  99337 

509-210-6077 


