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From: D Sorensen
To: Jennings, Jonathan (ECY); 
Subject: Draft NPDES Permit for Mosquito Control Districts
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2010 8:46:31 PM


Dear Jon,
 
We are writing to voice our opposition to the subject draft permit as 
written with regard to mosquito control.  It currently states, "Adulticides 
and their residues used for nuisance mosquito control must not be 
discharged to waters of the state."
 
Keep in mind that mosquitoes live and breed near/in the water. 
Furthermore, nuisance mosquitoes can also spread disease.  By taking this 
action you are elevating the environment to be of more importance than 
human health. This is especially troubling given the emergence in recent 
years of West Nile Virus in our state, not to mention other diseases such 
as malaria and yellow fever that have never been entirely eradicated.   
 
We live in eastern Washington on the Yakima River. Our home is also near 
a pond and an irrigation canal. The homes of our neighbors are also. Our 
neighbors and ourselves are subject to mosquito infestation all summer 
long. Nuisance spraying has been conducted here for many years and we 
have been able to successfully co-exist with the fish, waterfowl and upland 
birds who live here with no adverse side effects. 
 
We urge you to change the language of this draft permit as follows: "The 
Permittee is authorized to discharge incidental amounts of adulticides and 
their residues to waters of the state for nuisance and vector mosquito 
control."  
 
Respectfully,
 
Chris and Donata Sorensen
Richland, WA
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