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I am one of the many residents of the Potholes Lake area that is very concerned about the direction the
current permit process is headed.  Most of us live out here, even though it's inconvenient in many ways,
because we value the quiet, pleasant outdoor lifestyle afforded by this outdoor recreation area.  We like
to live outside during the summer months and enjoy all the opportunities this area offers.

Mosquitoes have always been a bit of a problem but have been kept tolerable by the Mosquito Control
District aerial spraying and fogging trucks.  Last year we had a taste of what it's like without the aerial
applications when the District's plane was broken down for three weeks, you basically couldn't stay
outside for any length of time without bathing in "Off".  Our Daughter-in-Law is allergic to mosquito
bites and had to visit her doctor twice after one visit during that time, even after using repellent. 

This area has experienced, as I understand it, several cases of West Nile virus in both humans and
horses, so it's not only a matter of outdoor livability but also public health. This is also a serious threat
to the businesses in the area that depend almost entirely on the areas outdoor recreation activities. 
Additionally, the Potholes State Park will likely eventually be forced to close due to the lack of use to
support it's viability. 

Is there actual science and hard evidence that this spraying and fogging is a threat to clean water or
that the threat to clean water is greater than the threat to humans and animals. From comments at the
meetings here in Moses Lake it was stated that the products being used to spray adult mosquitoes is
labeled as approved for Aquatic use and that the levels being applied are below safe levels to protect
fish and other aquatic life. Additionally, it is EPA registered and FIFRA labeled for wide area mosquito
control.

It would be especially helpful, with or without adult spraying, if the area of the seep lakes and ponds
below O'Sullivan Dam on Federal Land could at least be sprayed with Larvicide as that is the source of a
large portion of the mosquitoes coming into this area. Would it be possible for our Mosquito Control
District to be contracted to spray that area or could it be sprayed at local expense if the Federal
Government won't take the responsibility to spray the area?

Please give our health and comfort your serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Jerald & Sharon Tate
Full Time Residents of Sun Desert Mobile Home Park, we don't even go south in the Winter
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