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To Jonathan Jennings...Department of Ecology
 
  Sir...
    In regards to your Departments efforts to impose new restrictions upon mosquito
districts in this state...I wish to register my comments with your office: 
 
  Effective organized integrated mosquito control programs are something that I know
something about!  I have been instrumental in the early formation of two mosquito control
districts within eastern Washington state.  Those two entities are the Columbia Mosquito
Control District in western Walla Walla county, of which I spent 5 years as a Field
Supervisor and over 45 years as a board member, and the Benton County Mosquito Control
District where I spent 5 years as a Field Supervisor and manager pro tem, working with
federal, state, and local entities and personnel.
 
  Mosquito control districts were formed in this state in the early 1950's due to the rising
waters caused by impoundments behind area dams owned and operated by the US Army
Corps of Engineers.  These impoundments produced intolerable numbers of nuisance and
disease carrying mosquitoes within residential and rural areas. The Corps refused to do
anything about this menace...until the residents demanded it!  Then, the Corps contracted
control efforts to local mosquito districts. It used to be a matter of fact, that after
sundown, all outside activities ceased, and people remained indoors.  It wasn't until cases
of, and deaths from, equine and human encephalitis cases started rising in this area that
health officials and municipal leaders took notice. I and my father were there at the start
of organized mosquito control efforts.
 
  I, and persons within this endeavor, have learned through experience two VERY important
aspects to control.
(1)  Effective control takes place only over several years, to a "tolerance level", and must
be maintained YEARLY!
(2)  Integrated mosquito control is the only effective method, utilizing modern technology
methods and machines, biological, and chemical means of control.  The differing mosquito
species with their differing biological make ups make this a necessity!  One method of
control does not fit all species and conditions.
 
  There are over 28 species of mosquitoes in our state, some are nuisance and some are
disease vectors transmitting West Nile virus and human and equine encephalitis!  These
cases HAVE INCREASED OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS!
 
  Therefore, hindering further efforts of mosquito control districts to effect public health
should NOT be implemented!  Mosquito control personnel are licensed by the state, are
highly trained, and are environmentally conscious. Fogging for adult mosquitoes is
ABSOLUTELY necessary to keep them at an "acceptable tolerance and disease level".  The
use of the medium toxic Malathion and Nalid is also absolutely necessary at times for
effective mosquito control, that's what "integrated " control is all about.  The " purpose" of
mosquito control districts, is to maintain the public health.  Any other agency that hinders
or jeopardizes the public health...will be held responsible when cases arise...and will
eventually have to answer to that public. I, since retired, thank you for this opportunity to
respond.
 
Sincerely,
              Ron Vocht
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