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ANDYE Bennett Thane W. Tienson, P.C.
' T^t I Ti i cT^r ttienson@lbblaii^ers.com


OLLJA/lSTE L^ LLP Admitted in Oregon and Washington
ATTORNEYS


February 14, 2014


Gregory Zentner (greg.zentner@ecy.wa.gov)
Derek Rockett (derek.rockett@ecy.wa.gov)
Washington Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47775


01ympia,WA 98504-7775


Nate Lubliner {nathan.lublmer@ecy.wa.gov)
Washington Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47600


Olympia, WA 98504-7600


Re: COMMENTS Re: Proposed Issuance of a Combined NPDES and State
Waste Discharge General Permit for Zostera Japonica Management for
Commercial Clam Beds in Willapa Bay and Draft Environmental Impact
Statement to Manage Zostera Japonica on Commercial Shellfish Beds and
Scoping Document Comments for the Application of the Pesticide
Imidicloprid to Manage Burrowing Shrimp in Washington State Waters


Gentlemen:


On behalf of the Coalition to Protect Puget Sound Habitat, we submit the following
comments in opposition to Ecology's proposed issuance of a combined National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and State Waste Discharge General Permit for the
application of the herbicide Imazamox to manage Zostera japonica (Japanese eelgrass) on
commercial shellfish beds in Willapa Bay. In addition we have included comments regarding
the scope of the upcoming Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the use of Imidicloprid to
manage burrowing shrimp on commercial shellfish beds in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor. The
Coalition to Protect Puget Sound Habitat, has as its goal, the protection of the ecosystem that
supports Washington's marine habitat and wildlife. Its mission is to voice chizen's concerns of
aquaculture, its impact to the health and quality of Puget Sound and coastal waters, including
Willapa Bay, and to effect changes to policies, regulations, and their enforcement to protect
shoreline habitat. Of particular concern to the Coalition is the prospect that the draft Permit and
EIS may be found applicable to Puget Sound based upon comments made by Ecology staff to
Coalition members.


1. Comments on the Application of the Herbicide Imazamox


We have analyzed numerous documents, including (1) the draft EIS Statement:
Management of Zostera japonica on Commercial Clam beds in Willapa Bay, Washington; (2)
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