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Hello Derek,

Please accept the attached letter as my public comment.  Please respond to let me know these
comments have been received.

Thank you,
Joy Weber
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February 14, 2014


To:
Derek Rockett, Permit Writer


Department of Ecology


Southwest Regional Office


PO Box 47775


Olympia, WA 98504-7775


Derek.rockett@ecy.wa.gov

From:
Joy Weber



PO Box 1



Ocean Park, WA  98640


Hello Derek,


I am writing in support of the issuance of an NPDES permit for the control of burrowing shrimp in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor.  The shellfish industry is a critical part of our economy, heritage, and culture, and as such must have the ability to protect their farm lands from pests and predators like any other farming entity.  The shellfish farming families in our area have for generations provided a solid base for our local economy by providing jobs and also by pursuing a sustainable farming activity.  Burrowing shrimp are a direct threat to the ability to preserve these farm lands, and an effective control tool must be assured.  For many years these shrimp have been controlled on shellfish beds, and I am not aware of any data or other information that indicates any negative impact to our bay.  Given that Willapa is recognized as one of the cleanest and healthiest estuaries in the United States, it would appear that this pest management program has had positive impact to the bay ecology and health.  We know that shrimp act to eliminate habitat critical for many sensitive species, while shellfish beds act to provide this habitat service.  We also know that shellfish act to filter and clean bay water, and thus provide a service that could otherwise add a lot of cost to efforts to protect water quality.  We also know that shellfish sequester carbon in their shells, which is another service shellfish growers are providing in this time when there are billions of dollars going into researching method to sequester carbon.

We have seen shellfish growers take on a critical role in environmental stewardship for generations as they work to assure the bay and it surrounding areas are protected from poor upland development practices.  It is clear that if they can't control shrimp and other pests on their farms, that they will lose the ability to farm over time.  If they lose this ability, then who will we have remaining who have an actual stake in assuring good policies are in place to protect our bay?  It is without question that while there are many groups concerned and active in good environmental stewardship, there are none that have been a consistent supporter longer or more dedicated than shellfish farmers.


I want to assure that a thorough economic review is completed in regard to the proposed control alternatives in regard to how each would impact our local area long term.  In looking at the potential alternatives, I believe there are some that have already been thoroughly researched and found not to be viable tools for shrimp control.  As I understand there have been over 60 years of effort put into the shrimp control program, with hundreds of documents compiled about how best to pursue control.  Much of this effort has been around a requirement to demonstrate the effectiveness of some of the alternative controls proposed in the scoping notice, and these have shown that these alternatives are not effective.  I don't want to see more time and resource put into control alternatives that have already been eliminated as viable options through years of research effort.  This only acts to rob precious resources away from allowing farmers to pursue sustainable farm practices that have allowed this farm community to survive since the mid 1800s.  I do not support spending any more time on alternatives already shown not to be viable and these would include the no action, mechanical, and other production methods forms of control identified in the scoping notice.  These methods have been shown time and again not to result in effective shrimp control, and this will not change because a new permit is now being developed.  I do support an integrated management approach where if other tools become available and are shown to be viable control candidates that these can be covered by necessary permitting also.


In closing I want to express my support for the shellfish industries effort to assure responsible stewardship practices are always at the forefront of their farming work.  Because they rely on a clean and healthy environment, it would defy logic and any common business sense for them to pursue activities that may damage the very environmental quality they rely on.  I find it very frustrating when I see groups slandering the good name of the shellfish industry who I believe overall have been a good friend to the responsible environmental community, while at the same time having to balance their need to operate a farm.  We can't afford to lose this industry for the mere fact that they provide a true balance between the environmental community and the business community as a necessity to operate.  What other business activity offers such a service as a basic requirement to be able to sustain their business? 

Sincerely,


Joy Weber


joyweber@centurytel.net




February 14, 2014 
 
To: Derek Rockett, Permit Writer 

Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775 
Derek.rockett@ecy.wa.gov 
 

From: Joy Weber 
 PO Box 1 
 Ocean Park, WA  98640 
 
Hello Derek, 
 
I am writing in support of the issuance of an NPDES permit for the control of burrowing shrimp 
in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor.  The shellfish industry is a critical part of our economy, 
heritage, and culture, and as such must have the ability to protect their farm lands from pests and 
predators like any other farming entity.  The shellfish farming families in our area have for 
generations provided a solid base for our local economy by providing jobs and also by pursuing a 
sustainable farming activity.  Burrowing shrimp are a direct threat to the ability to preserve these 
farm lands, and an effective control tool must be assured.  For many years these shrimp have 
been controlled on shellfish beds, and I am not aware of any data or other information that 
indicates any negative impact to our bay.  Given that Willapa is recognized as one of the cleanest 
and healthiest estuaries in the United States, it would appear that this pest management program 
has had positive impact to the bay ecology and health.  We know that shrimp act to eliminate 
habitat critical for many sensitive species, while shellfish beds act to provide this habitat service.  
We also know that shellfish act to filter and clean bay water, and thus provide a service that 
could otherwise add a lot of cost to efforts to protect water quality.  We also know that shellfish 
sequester carbon in their shells, which is another service shellfish growers are providing in this 
time when there are billions of dollars going into researching method to sequester carbon. 
 
We have seen shellfish growers take on a critical role in environmental stewardship for 
generations as they work to assure the bay and it surrounding areas are protected from poor 
upland development practices.  It is clear that if they can't control shrimp and other pests on their 
farms, that they will lose the ability to farm over time.  If they lose this ability, then who will we 
have remaining who have an actual stake in assuring good policies are in place to protect our 
bay?  It is without question that while there are many groups concerned and active in good 
environmental stewardship, there are none that have been a consistent supporter longer or more 
dedicated than shellfish farmers. 
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I want to assure that a thorough economic review is completed in regard to the proposed control 
alternatives in regard to how each would impact our local area long term.  In looking at the 
potential alternatives, I believe there are some that have already been thoroughly researched and 
found not to be viable tools for shrimp control.  As I understand there have been over 60 years of 
effort put into the shrimp control program, with hundreds of documents compiled about how best 
to pursue control.  Much of this effort has been around a requirement to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of some of the alternative controls proposed in the scoping notice, and these have 
shown that these alternatives are not effective.  I don't want to see more time and resource put 
into control alternatives that have already been eliminated as viable options through years of 
research effort.  This only acts to rob precious resources away from allowing farmers to pursue 
sustainable farm practices that have allowed this farm community to survive since the mid 
1800s.  I do not support spending any more time on alternatives already shown not to be viable 
and these would include the no action, mechanical, and other production methods forms of 
control identified in the scoping notice.  These methods have been shown time and again not to 
result in effective shrimp control, and this will not change because a new permit is now being 
developed.  I do support an integrated management approach where if other tools become 
available and are shown to be viable control candidates that these can be covered by necessary 
permitting also. 
 
In closing I want to express my support for the shellfish industries effort to assure responsible 
stewardship practices are always at the forefront of their farming work.  Because they rely on a 
clean and healthy environment, it would defy logic and any common business sense for them to 
pursue activities that may damage the very environmental quality they rely on.  I find it very 
frustrating when I see groups slandering the good name of the shellfish industry who I believe 
overall have been a good friend to the responsible environmental community, while at the same 
time having to balance their need to operate a farm.  We can't afford to lose this industry for the 
mere fact that they provide a true balance between the environmental community and the 
business community as a necessity to operate.  What other business activity offers such a service 
as a basic requirement to be able to sustain their business?  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Joy Weber 
joyweber@centurytel.net 
 
  
 


