
 
 
 
 
September 16, 2010 
 
Mr. Jim Simmonds 
Chair of the Stormwater Work Group 
KSC‐NR‐0600 
201 South Jackson St., Ste. 600 
Seattle, WA 98104‐3855 
 
 
Dear Mr. Simmonds: 
 
Thank you for your letter and delivery of the 2010 Stormwater Monitoring and Assessment Strategy 
for the Puget Sound Region. The Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) applauds the Stormwater 
Monitoring Work Group’s (SWG) efforts to date, and encourages the SWG to continue their 
collaborative effort to develop a comprehensive stormwater monitoring strategy for the Sound.  
 
The Partnership is pleased to see the strategy focus on three critically important types of 
monitoring: Status and trends, source identification and tracking, and effectiveness. Information 
gained as a result of these types of monitoring will answer key questions in our region related to the 
effects of stormwater on resources and the effectiveness of our mitigation efforts. As the status and 
trends section appears to be more developed than the other two sections (source identification and 
tracking; and effectiveness), we encourage the SWG to continue to develop the other two sections 
so that all three types are robust and complete.  
 
The Partnership is also pleased to see the broad participation of interested parties in the SWG. This 
is a critical piece, and will help ensure that the strategy over time will include all permitted 
stormwater sources (municipal, industrial and construction) as well as non‐permitted stormwater 
sources. The interested parties long‐term commitment to the SWG (regular meetings since October 
2008) demonstrates the value of the group not only to the region but also to its membership.  
 
The SWG’s priority has been on providing recommendations for monitoring requirements in the 
upcoming municipal stormwater permits. We support the SWG’s work to provide recommendations 
to the Department of Ecology on monitoring requirements for the next round of municipal 
stormwater permits. We look forward to further working with the SWG to incorporate other types 
of permits and non‐permitted stormwater sources.  
 
The Partnership supports creation of a “pay‐in” option as part of stormwater permits as an 
innovative mechanism to help ensure the strategy can be implemented, and is part of a regional 
monitoring partnership among permittees, state agencies, federal agencies, and eventually, other 
interested parties. The pay‐in option should provide for greater implementation of the strategy, and 
greater efficiencies and consistency in data collection, analysis and reporting. 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The Partnership is moving forward with developing the Puget Sound Coordinated Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program (Ecosystem Monitoring Program). The Partnership has convened a multi‐
stakeholder Launch Committee tasked with developing the Ecosystem Monitoring Program charter. 
The charter embodies the program components, roles and responsibilities, information flows and 
decision‐making processes. The Launch Committee will build on the SWG to create the broader 
framework of the Ecosystem Monitoring Program and craft the charter. The SWG serves as a model 
for the development of other monitoring sub‐groups. The Launch Committee will work with the 
SWG to ensure the group is well connected to and coordinated with the Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program. 
 
Again, congratulations to the SWG for meeting this important milestone, and, more importantly, for 
producing a document that is the most developed Soundwide stormwater monitoring strategy to 
date. The Partnership will continue to support the SWG by participating in SWG meetings to further 
refine the monitoring strategy and ensuring they are well represented at our board meetings. We 
look forward to continuing to serve on the SWG and to helping the group refine and improve the 
2010 strategy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
David D. Dicks 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 


