Stormwater Work Group

Wednesday, September 9, 2009  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

USGS Conference Room
934 Broadway, third floor, Tacoma WA 98402
Draft Agenda 

The Meeting’s Goals:

1. Discuss the evolving draft monitoring and assessment strategy document.
2.  Hear updates on activities related to our efforts.

3.  Discuss our plan for getting scientific input and peer review for the strategy document.

4.  Discuss key messages about our work that we want to communicate to interested parties.

5.  Begin planning a mid-November public workshop.
* * * * * * * * *

I. 
9:00 
Welcome, Introductions, and Review
the

Jim Simmonds 
Meeting’s Agenda and Goals







II. 
9:10
Discuss Draft Strategy Document


Leska Fore/Derek Booth
· The Strategy Document Subgroup met twice since our last meeting 
to provide the consultant team with direction and feedback on early versions of the scientific framework and initial hypotheses.  The subgroup proposed that the three main components of the strategy document are: (1) the context and history of the strategy we are creating; (2) the scientific framework for the strategy; and (3) the details of the monitoring and assessment approaches proposed.
· What are group members’ reactions to the draft framework?  To the outline?

· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?
ATTACHMENTS:  Draft Scientific Framework & Outline
III. 
10:30
Updates





Bruce Wulkan


· Two weeks ago the Puget Sound Partnership convened a “Stormwater Results Chain Work Group” in which several members of this Work Group participated.  What is the purpose and status of the new Work Group’s efforts?
· The Partnership is planning a “stormwater summit” or series of workshops to educate leadership about stormwater issues and inform a broader strategic approach.  How might this activity involve us and/or influence our efforts?

· Are there other current activities or updates that Work Group members should be aware of?

10:45
break


IV.
10:55 
SWG Scientific Input and Peer Review Plan

Karen Dinicola/Subgroup
 


· At the last meeting we tasked a subgroup with writing a draft letter to the Puget Sound Science Panel.  The three purposes of the letter are: to update the panel on SWG progress; to request an opportunity to brief them upon completion of the regional monitoring and assessment strategy document; and to ask for their comments on the peer review approach we will follow to ensure the scientific credibility of the strategy.


· The subgroup drafted a peer review plan (to attach to the letter and use for future documents we might develop) and also solicited nominations for peer reviewers.  What are members’ reactions to the plan and the letter?  What are the next steps to select and contact peer reviewers?

· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?

ATTACHMENTS:  Draft Peer Review Plan & Letter
V.
11:15 
SWG Communication Plan



Leska Fore/Subgroup
 


· At our last meeting we tasked a new subgroup with drafting a strategy for effectively communicating with others who are interested in our work.  The subgroup met twice and on August 20 sent a message to the May 19 workshop participants

· The subgroup has prepared an “elevator talk” and would also like to prepare a newsletter and fact sheet for approval at our next meeting, to be distributed before the end of September. 

· A number of people have already expressed interest in attending a follow-up workshop.  How should we move forward to plan a November workshop?
· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?

ATTACHMENT:  SWG Talking Points

VI.
11:50 
Summarize Today’s Decisions and Next Steps
Jim Simmonds



12:00
Adjourn 
Upcoming Meetings:

The September 22 regular Work Group meeting date has been rescheduled to September 29 
to provide an opportunity for the consultants developing the monitoring strategy to make more progress between meetings.  The meeting will be held from 9-12 at the USGS office in Tacoma.
The subsequent meeting is from 9-12 on Tuesday October 27 at the USGS office in Tacoma.
Directions to the USGS office at 934 Broadway, third floor, in downtown Tacoma 
A map is available at http://wa.water.usgs.gov/directions.html  
 
Public transportation: 
         Take express buses from Olympia or Seattle to the last stop at 10th and Commerce in downtown Tacoma. Walk up the ramp in the middle of the 9th -11th Street block on Commerce, to the left of the Pierce Transit bus shop and along the fountains, to Broadway Plaza at the top and across the street and to the left to the USGS office building.  Note to folks taking the bus: Commerce Street is closed for repairs and the buses are dropping folks off a block down the hill on Pacific Avenue.
 
Driving directions: 
         Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street.  Turn left on S 11th Street and go uphill to Market Street.  Turn right on Market Street and the entrance to the Rhodes Center’s parking garage will be on your left.  Park on the upper floors for $1/hour.  Cross the street via the skybridge to enter the Market Building of the Rhodes Center. Walk through the Market Building and across another skybridge to the Broadway Building.  There is a bank of elevators on the left by the atrium.  Take the elevator to the first floor, exit the building to Broadway, and walk a few doors to the left (the entrance to 934 Broadway is just past the Children's Museum). 

-OR-
        Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street and turn left on 11th.  Access the Park Plaza North parking garage by turning right on Commerce. The parking entrance is to the right, under the pedestrian skybridge.  Take the skybridge across Commerce to Broadway Plaza and walk across the park and to the left to the entrance to the building that houses the USGS office (the entrance is just before the Children’s Museum). 
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