Stormwater Work Group

Tuesday, October 27, 2009  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

USGS Conference Room
934 Broadway, third floor, Tacoma WA 98402
Draft Agenda 

The Meeting’s Goals:

1. Discuss the draft monitoring and assessment strategy document.
2. Discuss plans for the November 10 public workshop.
3. Discuss near-term implementation elements of our communication strategy.

4. Hear updates on activities related to our efforts.

* * * * * * * * *

I. 
9:00 
Welcome, Introductions, and Review
the


Jim Simmonds 
Meeting’s Agenda and Goals







II.
9:10 
Overview of Changes to the Strategy Document

Writing Team
 


· Since our 9/29 meeting the writing team, with advice and direction and contributions from the Strategy Document Subgroup, has continued to work on the strategy document.  A substantial reorganization was undertaken and numerous new sections included.  
· The introduction and executive summary are a combination of new writing and sections that in earlier versions resided elsewhere in the document
· The presentation and discussion of the hypotheses has been substantially changed
· A new “design tree” has been added to explain the experimental approach
· Monitoring details are moved to the appendices
ATTACHMENT: Draft Stormwater Monitoring and Assessment 
                               Strategy for the Puget Sound Region
III. 
9:30
SWG Discussion of Draft Strategy Document

Everyone 
· What are group members’ reactions to the new document? We will go through the document in a somewhat linear fashion.  Specifically:
1. Does the strategy strike the right balance between 
inclusivity and specificity? Do you think we have answered our charge?
2. Do you understand how the document addresses the Assessment Questions we adopted on June 3rd?
3. Does the description of how we reached the set of hypotheses in Chapter 2 make sense?
4. Do the examples in the Appendices make sense? Do they oversell what we’ve accomplished? Can we be certain that these data will be meaningful and useful?
5. Do significant gaps remain in the document?

· What are Work Group members’ reactions to the document as a whole, considering that release for public review and formal peer review is scheduled for next Wednesday, November 4th?
· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?

Please note that we will take a 10-15 minute break at an appropriate time 
 
during this discussion



IV. 
12:00 
Working Lunch 




         Peer Review Subgroup

· For the formal peer review of the draft strategy document, we have told our panelists that we will have a set of questions for them to answer as part of their written report.  What should those questions include? 

V
1:00 
Continue discussion of the Draft Strategy Document 

· What revisions are most important to incorporate into this draft version of the document before it is released for public and formal draft review on November 4th?  Who is taking the lead for each revision?
VI.
1:30 
External Communication



        Communication Subgroup
 


· At the 9/29 meeting we discussed beginning a newsletter series and planning communications with external parties.

· The first e-newsletter was sent on Friday October 16th
· We will send out the November 10 workshop registration announcement today or tomorrow

· We will announce the release of the draft document on November 4th 
· We should send another newsletter in November, after the next SWG meeting 11/17
· We are tentatively scheduled to brief the Science Panel on 11/18

· Do Work Group members have further advice and guidance to the communication subgroup for planning for these communications?
· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?
VII.
2:00 
November 10 Workshop



     Workshop Planning Subgroup
 


· The workshop planning subgroup has continued to design the public workshop, including designing the agenda and breakout sessions, contacting speakers, and making necessary logistical arrangements.  What are work group members’ reactions to the proposed agenda?
· Are there any comments from non-Work Group members?
ATTACHMENT:  Revised workshop agenda (coming Thursday)
VI.
2:30
Updates






Everyone

· Members have expressed interest in keeping abreast of the following topics:

· PSP is planning a “stormwater summit”

· PSP is hiring a monitoring program coordinator

· Ecology recently convened a LID committee

· Ecology’s director is leaving

· Are there other current activities or updates of which Work Group members should be aware?
VII.
2:50 
Summarize Today’s Decisions and Next Steps

Jim 



3:00
Adjourn 
Upcoming Meetings:

Public Workshop on Tuesday, November 10 from 9-3 at the 
Weyerhauser King County Aquatic Center Banquet Hall in Federal Way
Tuesday, November 17 from 9-3 at the USGS office in Tacoma.

Tuesday, December 15 from 9-3 at the USGS office in Tacoma.
Directions to the USGS office at 934 Broadway, third floor, in downtown Tacoma 

A map is available at http://wa.water.usgs.gov/directions.html  
 
Public transportation: 

         Take express buses from Olympia or Seattle to the last stop at 10th and Commerce in downtown Tacoma. Walk up the ramp in the middle of the 9th -11th Street block on Commerce, to the left of the Pierce Transit bus shop and along the fountains, to Broadway Plaza at the top and across the street and to the left to the USGS office building.  
 
Driving directions: 

         Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street.  Turn left on S 11th Street and go uphill to Market Street.  Turn right on Market Street and the entrance to the Rhodes Center’s parking garage will be on your left.  Park on the upper floors for $1/hour.  Cross the street via the skybridge to enter the Market Building of the Rhodes Center. Walk through the Market Building and across another skybridge to the Broadway Building.  There is a bank of elevators on the left by the atrium.  Take the elevator to the first floor, exit the building to Broadway, and walk a few doors to the left (the entrance to 934 Broadway is just past the Children's Museum). 

-OR-

        Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street and turn left on 11th.  Access the Park Plaza North parking garage by turning right on Commerce. The parking entrance is to the right, under the pedestrian skybridge.  Take the skybridge across Commerce to Broadway Plaza and walk across the park and to the left to the entrance to the building that houses the USGS office (the entrance is just before the Children’s Museum). 
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