
STORMWATER WORK GROUP 
 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010    9:15 AM – 3:15 PM  
USGS Conference Room 
934 Broadway, Tacoma 

 

Draft Summary 
OF THE MEETING’S KEY DISCUSSIONS, DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS   

 
ATTENDEES: 
Work Group Members and Alternates, and the organizations or groups they represent: 

Fred Bergdolt (WSDOT), State Agencies; Alison Chamberlin** (Mason Co.), Local Governments; Shayne 
Cothern (WA Dept. of Natural Resources), State Agencies; Jay Davis (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), 
Federal Agencies; Dana de Leon (Tacoma), Local Governments; Tim Determan (WA Dept. of Health), State 
Agencies; Dick Gersib (WA Dept. of Transportation), State Agencies; Nathalie Hamel** (Puget Sound 
Partnership), State Agencies; Kris Holm* (Assn. of WA Business), Business Groups; Heather Kibbey 
(Everett), Local Governments; Julie Lowe (WA Dept. of Ecology), State Agencies; Bill Moore (WA Dept. of 
Ecology), State Agencies; Mel Oleson** (Boeing), Business Groups; Andy Meyer (Assn of WA Cities), Local 
Governments; Mel Oleson* (The Boeing Co.) Business Groups; Kit Paulsen (Bellevue), Local Governments; 
Tony Paulson (U.S. Geological Survey), Federal Agencies; Jim Simmonds (King Co.), Local Governments 
and the Work Group’s Chair; Carol Smith (WA Conservation Commission), Agriculture; Heather Trim 
(People For Puget Sound), Environmental Groups; Bruce Wulkan (Puget Sound Partnership), State Agencies.  

Work Group Staff: Karen Dinicola (Ecology), Project Manager 

Others in Attendance: Phyllis Varner, Bellevue. 

* morning only 
** afternoon only 
 
 
WORK GROUP APPROVES FINAL STRATEGY AND TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

The work group discussed the final draft strategy, appendices, issues discussion paper, and cover letter that were 
distributed on June 23rd.  Suggestions were provided for “punching up” the cover letter and for putting the cost 
estimates and future efforts in context.  The work group approved the strategy document and appendices as 
“final” with the following changes (and other minor edits): 

 Costs and Cost Allocations:  

o A new Table 4 will replace the version in the June 23rd final draft.  The spreadsheet was missing 
some source identification and effectiveness line items so the overall cost estimates for both of 
these categories was increased; the number of stream gauges was wrong so the overall cost 
estimate for status and trends decreased; and other edits were suggested for clarity.  The last six 
columns of the June 23rd version of the table showing assumed cost allocations will be removed. 

o Section 8.13.1 and table 5 showing proposed cost allocations will be removed.  Information about 
the process for developing the permits (and formalizing permittees’ costs) will be added. 

o In the text, more context is needed.  Provide information about current expenditures by Phase I 
jurisdictions is appropriate as long as it is noted that we are not assuming that 100% of these 
funds will transfer to SWAMPPS.   

 Issues discussion paper: The June 23rd paper will be included as Appendix I with all of the discussion 
sections therein removed; the full paper will be retained as a separate working document.   
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 Expectations of near-term work group accomplishments: the June 23rd document promises more than the 
SWG is likely to achieve between now and the end of October.  Ecology’s priority is to have the SWG 
create the “pay-in” option.  We also need to provide the Partnership with prioritized cost estimates for the 
entire stormwater monitoring package.  Beyond these two tasks, we will accomplish “as much as we can.”  
The text needs to make this clear.  Many issues remain for future work. 

 Roles and Responsibilities: reorganization and substantial edits for clarity. 

 Key Recommendation #42: the group agreed to remove “f”, a time frame for effectiveness study results. 

 Characterization Monitoring: for the text in section 4.3 include language from the November 2009 draft 
scientific framework. 

 Scientific Framework for Status and Trends: include discussion of comprehensiveness. 

Karen Dinicola will make the edits and have the final documents posted on Ecology’s website on the afternoon of 
Thursday July 1st.   The revised cover letter will be sent out tomorrow for a brief review by today’s meeting 
attendees.  Jim Simmonds will mail paper copies of the letter and documents to David Dicks and Ted Sturdevant. 

All work group members are responsible for communicating the following messages to their caucuses and 
providing appropriate context for the recommendations in the strategy: 

1. The SWG will continue to work on key issues over the summer and in October we’ll have a better idea of 
costs, cost allocations, and recommendations to Ecology for NPDES municipal stormwater permit 
monitoring requirements. 

2. Ecology plans to issue a draft permit for public comment in spring 2011.  The permit is expected to be 
issued in early 2012 and no Phase II monitoring requirements are expected take effect until the second 
year of the permit. 

3. Costs for SWAMPPS implementation will be different depending upon whether or not a “pay-in” option 
is sufficiently defined for inclusion in the NPDES municipal stormwater permits. 

 
WORK GROUP TASKS TWO SUBGROUPS TO CONTINUE WORK THIS SUMMER 

The work group agreed that we need to focus our efforts this summer on establishing a pay-in option, finalizing 
cost estimates, and recommending cost allocations.  We also want to make as much progress as possible to inform 
the NPDES municipal stormwater permit monitoring requirements Ecology will write this winter.  We will have 
two subgroups over the summer to:  

1. Recommend specifics to establish the pay-in option and allocate and prioritize costs by the end of October 
so that Ecology can realistically include the pay-in option in the next cycle of permits. These discussions 
need to include more policy-level people. 

Jim Simmonds will lead this subgroup with Andy Meyer and Neil Aaland.  Others that will participate 
include: Alison Chamberlin, Dick Gersib, Nathalie Hamel, Heather Kibbey, Bill Moore, Mel Oleson, 
Tom Putnam, and either Kit Paulsen or Phyllis Varner. 

2. As we are able, provide more technical detail and implementation specifics about the experimental 
designs and approaches; costs, cost allocations, and priorities; and how the strategy is envisioned to fit 
into the permits.  The subgroup will prioritize issues to address among those listed in the June 23rd paper. 

Julie Lowe will lead this subgroup.  Others that will participate include: Scott Collyard, Shayne Cothern, 
Dana de Leon, Tim Determan, Jonathan Frodge, Kit Paulsen, Tony Paulson, Tom Putnam, Jim 
Simmonds, Heather Trim, Phyllis Varner, and Bruce Wulkan. 

The two subgroups need to coordinate and share updated information about costs, cost allocations, and priorities.  
Draft subgroup reports must be delivered to all work group members no later than September 15, 2010.   



 3 

 
NEXT “REPORTER” WILL GO OUT AFTER THE FINAL STRATEGY IS POSTED ONLINE 
The next issue of the SWG Reporter email update will inform people that the final document is available, tell 
them what we will focus on this summer, and acknowledge that we did not address all of their comments but will 
do so in future work.  Karen will send this out as soon as possible after the document is posted. 
 
LAUNCH COMMITTEE FORMED FOR PUGET SOUND COORDINATED MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT 
PROGRAM 
The Partnership has formally requested that agency directors and others designate representatives to serve on a 
launch committee that will determine the governance, bylaws, topical work groups, and work plan for the regional 
ecosystem monitoring program.  The committee will hold its first meeting on July 21st in Tacoma. 
 
OTHERS TO BE BRIEFED ON THE WORK GROUP’S PROGRESS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Jim and Karen briefed the Washington Forum on Monitoring on our progress and recommendations on June 16th.  
Chris Townsend (Puget Sound Partnership staff) will include talking points about the SWAMPPS strategy in a 
broader stormwater session at the Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting on July 15th.  Jim and Karen will 
briefly update the Leadership Council on July 30th; Karen will post the draft PowerPoint presentation for work 
group members to review. 
 
THE WORK GROUP’S NEXT SCHEDULED MEETINGS AND MAJOR DISCUSSION TOPICS ARE:  
Wednesday September 22, 2010 (discuss subgroup recommendations and future SWG work plan). 
Wednesday September 29, 2010 (placeholder, if a second meeting is needed to discuss subgroups’ work). 
Wednesday October 27, 2010 (approve subgroup reports and work plan). 
All meetings are from 9am-3pm at USGS office in Tacoma.  Please bring a brown bag lunch. 


