
PROPOSAL: Support the Development of a Regional Stormwater Monitoring Program for Puget Sound
Background:  The Puget Sound Stormwater Work Group (SWG) has been working since fall 2008 to develop a scientific framework and implementation plan for monitoring stormwater throughout the region in a coordinated and prioritized manner.  The SWG is a caucus-based oversight committee that has been test-driving a decision making process by which the ecosystem monitoring program for Puget Sound might be conducted.  The SWG was explicitly created to serve as an ongoing topical work group that will be integrated into the umbrella ecosystem monitoring program when it is formally established by the Puget Sound Partnership.
The SWG is on track to deliver its initial recommendations to the Puget Sound Partnership and the Washington State Department of Ecology for the following topics in July 2010:
· Status-and-trends monitoring of key indicators of water quality, sediment quality, and biota in small streams and nearshore areas in Puget Sound;
· Effectiveness monitoring of regionally significant stormwater management practices in the following categories:
· Retrofit of existing developed areas,
· Low-Impact Development, and
· Non-structural/operational approaches and methods;
· Source identification monitoring to be conducted in basins throughout Puget Sound; and
· Allocated roles, responsibilities, and expectations of federal, state, and local entities (including appropriate NPDES permit-required contributions of municipal stormwater permittees) for conducting and supporting these three categories of monitoring.
The implementation plan will include a proposed schedule and timeline for developing standard data collection, reporting, sharing, and analysis methods and protocols; necessary literature reviews; 
This proposal requests financial support for the following key staff, projects, and activities of the work group:
1. Washington Department of Ecology staff support at 75% from July 2010 through June 2014
1. Consultant activities and other deliverables:
1. Facilitation of work group meetings July 2010 through June 2014
1. Effectiveness monitoring literature review
1. Detailed effectiveness study proposals
1. Nearshore status-and-trends monitoring site selection and protocol development
1. Source identification protocols and manual 
1. Analysis of existing data for industrial stormwater permits
1. Proposals for future monitoring requirements for construction, industrial, sand & gravel, and boatyard NPDES stormwater permits

Project partners:
· The Local Government Stormwater Caucus 
· The Business Caucus of the Puget Sound Partnership 
· The Environmental Caucus of the Puget Sound Partnership
· The State Caucus of the Puget Sound Partnership
· The Federal Caucus of the Puget Sound Partnership 
· Tribes? 
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