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Draft Agenda 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

USGS, 934 Broadway, Tacoma 98402 
directions are on the last page of this agenda 

 

THE MEETING’S GOALS: 

1. Learn about PSP’s new regional effectiveness monitoring framework and consider communication 

and outreach plans for sharing the findings of RSMP effectiveness studies 

2. Discuss recommendations for streams data analysis from the Freshwater Workgroup 

3. Hear about RSMP implementation, including updates from the Pooled Resources Oversight 

Committee Chair and the RSMP Coordinator, discuss any issues, and consider recommendations  

4. Hear from our staff and subgroups about the status of implementing our work plan 

5. Discuss updates to our biennial work plan 

6. Decide on messages and timing for next SWG Reporter 

7. Hear about other issues related to our work 

* * * * * * * * * 

  9:00 Welcome, introductions, and review the meeting’s agenda and goals 
 
  9:10 Regional effectiveness monitoring and the RSMP 

 Leska Fore has been helping develop the Puget Sound Partnership’s effectiveness monitoring framework and 

gleaning key findings from previous studies to guide prioritization and implementation of future restoration, 

management, and recovery efforts. She has been working on a series of 2-page fact sheets to share lessons 

learned. See http://www.psp.wa.gov/effectiveaction.php for examples. 

 As the RSMP effectiveness studies move forward, the SWG needs a communication and outreach plan to get the 

findings to stormwater managers and Ecology. Leska has some ideas for us to consider, including showcasing our 

studies using a similar approach. 

 Do work group members have any questions? What ideas do work group members have to shape the evolving role 

of the PSEMP workgroups in furthering the regional understanding of the effectiveness of restoration and 

recovery actions? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
  9:45 Recommendations from the PSEMP Freshwater Workgroup (FWG) 

 The FWG has discussed needs and questions for guiding analysis and reporting of RSMP streams data, including 

the status and trends monitoring questions posed in the 2010 Strategy and parsing out stormwater management 

influences on instream conditions.  

 RSMP streams data collection is beginning in January 2015. An addendum to the QAPP will be written to guide 

the analysis and reporting by detailing the approaches and methods for answering the priority questions.  

 The FWG considered: 

o Are these the right questions? 

o Do we have the capacity/are we gathering the data necessary to answer each of these questions? 

o Which of these questions can be answered now, in advance of RSMP data collection? 

o Who is interested and wants to participate in analysis and reporting? 

 The FWG made recommendations to the SWG that were included as an attachment to this agenda. These 

recommendations are a work in progress, and the FWG looks forward to interacting with the SWG on furthering 

these recommendations. 

 Do work group members have any questions? What direction can work group members provide to the FWG in 

order to approve recommendations in January? How can we better define and understand our roles and overlap? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/psmonitoring/swworkgroup.html
http://www.psp.wa.gov/effectiveaction.php
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10:30 Break 
 
10:45 RSMP implementation briefing by the PRO-Committee and RSMP Coordinator 

 The PRO-Committee met on October 29 and discussed Ecology’s draft quarterly report for the previous quarter.  

 Ecology released the second RSMP quarterly budget and progress report for the period from July 1-September 

30, 2014 on October 30. It is posted at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/admin.html  

 The PRO-Committee discussed final cost estimates from all stream monitoring team members except King 

County. Costs have increased but the targeted 15% buffer remains in place for status and trends.  

 The City of Bellingham notified Ecology that they will contribute to the RSMP Pooled Resources Account for 

status and trends monitoring. This will result in an additional $75,744 over the next four years. 

 The PRO-Committee discussed final cost estimates for the first four effectiveness studies. The SWG recommended 

additional data collection and other scope expansions for some effectiveness studies, resulting in significant cost 

increases. PRO-Committee members are scrutinizing these budgets to evaluate whether the cost increases 

correspond appropriately to the scope increases. 

 Do work group members have any questions? Do work group members wish to provide further direction to the 

PRO-Committee and RSMP Coordinator? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
11:15 Work plan implementation 

 Our subgroups continue to make progress toward achieving the goals established in our 2014-2015 work plan. 

What information or updates do subgroups have to share today?  

o Agricultural Runoff: the Washington Conservation Commission named Shana Joy as the new agriculture 

representative on the SWG; Shana will fill in on this subgroup until a permanent replacement is hired. 
o Communication: The most recent issue of the SWG Reporter went out on October 20. Possible topics for 

the next issue, anticipated for a December release, include: 

 Stream monitoring will begin in January 

 Eleven RSMP contracts finalized under guidance of PRO-Committee 

 Invitation to join our subgroups 

o Effectiveness: discussed in a previous agenda item. 

o Marine Nearshore Status and Trends: no activity to report. 

o Pooled Resources Oversight Committee: discussed in a previous agenda item. 

o Roads and Highways: no activity to report. 

o Small Streams Status and Trends: discussed in a previous agenda item. 

o Source Identification Information Repository (SIDIR): no activity to report, still trying to schedule a 

meeting. The Work Plan Subgroup had a robust discussion about this RSMP activity. 

o Work Plan: discussed in the next agenda item. 

 Do work group members wish to provide additional direction for our subgroups? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
11:20 Annual updates to our biennial work plan 

 The SWG Work Plan Subgroup met October 27 to review the 2010 Strategy to assess our accomplishments and 

identify priority gaps on which to focus. A summary of their discussion was sent as an attachment to this agenda. 

 Input from the Work Plan Subgroup and from our other subgroups was included in a draft updated two-year work 

plan for 2015-2016. The document was sent as an attachment to this agenda.  

 What feedback, suggestions, or concerns do work group members have to direct the final updates to our work 

plan for 2015-2016? We will approve the new work plan at our meeting on January 14. 

 Do work group members wish to provide additional direction for our subgroups? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/psmonitoring/swworkgroup.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/admin.html
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11:50 PSEMP coordination and other coordinated monitoring updates 

 The Steering Committee last met Tuesday, November 4.  

 The PSEMP Toxics Workgroup is finalizing a paper on Contaminants of Emerging Concern (CECs) in Puget 

Sound. The objective is to develop a process to identify a priority set of CEC’s and biological endpoints for future 

Puget Sound monitoring programs, with a focus on marine and freshwater systems. We will hear more about this 

paper at our meeting on January 14. 

 The salmon monitoring groups have identified questions related to each of the key ecosystem attributes for fresh 

and salt water. Indicators for each question will be chosen, and more effort made to utilize existing data. 

 What other decisions have been made by the Steering Committee, or will be made at future meetings, on which the 

work group might want to provide input?  

 What are the other topical workgroups discussing and what are our related plans, needs and interests? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
11:55 Recap of today’s meeting and hear other updates 

 Summarize decisions, action items, and next steps from today’s meeting 

 The Statewide municipal stormwater conference was held November 5-6. 

 Work group members are invited to participate in the next public workshop for discussing the near-final design 

for the Lower Columbia Habitat Status and Trends Monitoring program. The workshop will be on January 29 in 

Vancouver; there will likely be a webex option. 

 Are there other activities, decisions, or upcoming events of which work group members should be aware? 

 
12:00 Adjourn 

NEXT SCHEDULED SWG MEETING  

Wednesday, January 14, 2014 from 9am to 12pm at the USGS Office in Tacoma, with possible extended hours as 

needed. Expected agenda topics include: 

 Learn about the process and recommendations for prioritizing monitoring of CEC’s in Puget Sound. 

 Discuss draft recommendations for next steps for SIDIR 

 Hear plans to move forward with the agricultural runoff monitoring strategy 

 Hear updates on implementation of RSMP effectiveness studies and small streams monitoring 

 Nominations for chair and vice chair for March 2015-February 2017 

 Hear from our subgroups about progress on implementing our 2014-2015 work plan  

 Decide on messages and timing for the next SWG Reporter 

 Hear other updates related to our work 

The remaining meeting dates scheduled for 2015 are: March 11; June 3; September 16; November 18. 

 

DIRECTIONS TO THE USGS OFFICE IN DOWNTOWN TACOMA  

A map is available at http://wa.water.usgs.gov/directions.html   

Public transportation: Take express buses from Olympia or Seattle to the last stop at 10
th

 and Commerce in downtown Tacoma. Walk 

up the ramp in the middle of the block on Commerce (to the left of the Pierce Transit bus shop and along the fountains) to 

Broadway Plaza and across the street to at 934 Broadway. [If your express bus drops you at the Tacoma Dome Station, take the 

Link train to the last stop, walk back on Commerce to 9
th

 and up the hill to Broadway. Turn left and walk to 934 Broadway.] The 

entrance to the USGS office is via elevator at the end of the lobby on the right. Go to the 3
rd

 floor and sign in with the receptionist. 

Driving directions: Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street. Turn left on S 11
th

 Street 

and go uphill to Market Street. Turn right on Market Street. The entrance to the Rhodes Center’s parking garage is on your left 

under the skybridge. Park on the upper floors for $1/hour; clearly marked State vehicles park for free. Cross the skybridge to the 

Market Building of the Rhodes Center. Walk through the Market Building and across another skybridge to the Broadway Building. 

There is a bank of elevators near the atrium on the left. Take the elevator to the first floor, exit the building to Broadway, and walk a 

few doors to the left to 934 Broadway. The entrance to the USGS office is via elevator at the end of the lobby on the right. Go to the 

3
rd

 floor and sign in with the receptionist. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/psmonitoring/swworkgroup.html
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