
STORMWATER WORK GROUP 

1 
 

Wednesday, June 15, 2011 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

U.S. Geological Survey Office, Columbia Room 

934 Broadway, 3
rd

 Floor, Tacoma, WA 98402 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/pugetsoundstormwaterworkgroup/home  

 
Call-in instructions for listening only: A phone line will be provided for interested parties to listen in on our discussions.  

People calling into the meeting will not be allowed to participate in the discussion, so please keep your phone on mute. If you 

wish to participate in the discussion, please plan to attend the meeting in person. To listen in, call (360) 407-3780 then wait 

for the tone and enter 423944#. 

 

 

Draft Agenda 
 
THE MEETING’S GOALS: 

1. Continue our discussion of preliminary draft permit language and finalize a comment letter  

2. Hear about the work to recommend effectiveness study topics, and the literature review 

3. Discuss the status of implementing our work plan 

4. Hear about PSP ecosystem monitoring, target setting, and updates to the Action Agenda  

5. Hear updates related to our work 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 
9:00 Welcome, Introductions, and Review the Meeting’s Agenda and Goals 
 
9:10 Municipal Stormwater NPDES Permit Preliminary Draft Monitoring Language  

 At our last meeting we discussed the preliminary draft NPDES permit language for monitoring Ecology released on 

Monday, May 16; see http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/2012Reissuance.html for the draft 

documents. We agreed that, in general, the proposed language moves our recommendations toward implementation. 

 What are work group members’ further reactions to what Ecology has proposed?   

o The local government caucus met to discuss cost allocations. 

o A group of interested parties is working on a proposal for “opting out” of regional effectiveness studies. 

o The draft agreement needs a more detailed work plan and specific deliverables. How can the SWG help 

Ecology improve the work plan for the formal October draft? 

 The SWG Pooled Resources Subgroup prepared a draft comment letter on the proposed language for us to discuss. 

We will discuss the letter and approve a version to send to Ecology this week. 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
10:45 Break 
 
11:00 Effectiveness Study Topic Prioritization 

 The SWG Effectiveness Study Selection Subgroup has begun to categorize, review, and rank about __ effectiveness 

study ideas submitted to the SWG and Ecology in March-April.  

 No changes were made to the evaluation and ranking criteria.  

 The keyword list for the effectiveness literature review was finalized. Mike Milne will present initial findings of the 

search. 

 What guidance do members wish to provide to the subgroup? 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/pugetsoundstormwaterworkgroup/home
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/2012Reissuance.html
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11:30 Status of 2011-2012 Work Plan Implementation – Hear from our Subgroups 

 Since our last meeting our subgroups have continued making progress toward completing our goals for this year.   

o Pooled Resources Oversight: 

 Draft oversight committee charter was posted for comment on May 19. Comments are due July 11. 

 Subgroup met on June 7, discussed in previous agenda items. 

o Effectiveness:  

 Subgroup met on May 25, discussed in previous agenda item. 

o Small Stream Status and Trends:  

 Subgroup met on June 1.  Data compilation for the stream gauging network analysis is complete. 

Analyses will focus on describing the spatial coverage and availability of index stations to 

complement probabilistic sampling stations. Findings will be presented at the July 20 SWG 

meeting. 

 A draft QAPP has been reviewed by subgroup members. Scott Collyard at Ecology plans to revise 

and release at the end of July for broader public comment, for 2 months.  

o Marine Nearshore Status and Trends: 

 Subgroup will meet on June 22 to discuss the preliminary desktop feasibility analysis for Mussel 

Watch in Urban Growth Areas and the analysis of historic nearshore sediment chemistry data. 

 Both of these topics will be discussed at the July 20 SWG meeting. 

o Communication: 

 SWG Reporter went out on May 19 and is posted on our Google webpage.  Next Reporter in July. 

o Agricultural Runoff: 

 At its last meeting on May 18 the subgroup discussed probabilistic sampling and weighed pros 

and cons of using this approach to answer questions about impacts from agriculture.  

 Next subgroup meeting is July 13. 

o Action Agenda Updates: 

 Subgroup has not met, but some of its members have been involved in PSP’s continuing work on 

targets and strategies for stormwater. Materials are posted on the subgroup’s webpage. 

 Are there any comments from non-work group members? 

 
11:45 Updates on PSP Stormwater and Monitoring Activities 

 The newly formed Steering Committee for the ecosystem monitoring program met for the first time on June 6. Some 

SWG members are on the committee. Karen Dinicola presented a brief overview of the SWG.  

 PSP continues to work on strategies and targets for addressing pressure on the ecosystem from runoff from 

developed lands and land conversion. The next workshop is on June 28 at the Rhodes Center in Tacoma. 

 The ECB stormwater subcommittee has submitted its recommendations.  

 
11:55 Recap of Today’s Meeting and Hear Updates Related to our Work 

 Summarize decisions, action items, and next steps from today’s meeting  

o What subgroups are meeting in the coming month? 

 Are there other activities, decisions, or upcoming events of which work group members should be aware? 

 
12:00 Adjourn  

 
Note: The discussion of water quality index sampling has been postponed to our September 21 meeting 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND PLANNED DISCUSSION TOPICS 

Wednesday July 20, 2011 from 9-12 at Tacoma CTP Visitor Center:  
 Discuss preliminary ranked list of topics to recommend to Ecology for the next municipal stormwater 

permit cycle 

 Hear initial findings of effectiveness literature review  

 Hear initial findings of work related to implementing status and trends monitoring 

o Streamflow gauging network analysis 

o Nearshore sediment data analysis 

o Mussel Watch feasibility study 

 Discuss comments received on the preliminary draft Oversight Committee charter 

 Determine messages and timing for next SWG Reporter 

 Hear status of implementing this work plan 

August 2011: no work group meeting scheduled 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 from 9-12 at the USGS office in Tacoma: 
 Discuss draft effectiveness study literature review document 

 Discuss crosswalk between literature review and top-ranked ideas/topics/questions  

 Approve final ranked list of topics to recommend to Ecology for the October formal draft permit  

 Approve revised draft Oversight Committee charter 

 Determine messages and timing for next SWG Reporter 

 Hear status of implementing this work plan 

 Hear from another monitoring effort: Dave Hallock of Ecology’s Environmental Assessment Program on 

Water Quality Index monitoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions to the USGS office at 934 Broadway, third floor, in downtown Tacoma  

A map is available at http://wa.water.usgs.gov/directions.html   
 

Public transportation:  

Take express buses from Olympia or Seattle to the last stop at 10
th

 and Commerce in downtown Tacoma. Walk up 

the ramp in the middle of the 9
th

 -11
th

 Street block on Commerce, to the left of the Pierce Transit bus shop and along 

the fountains, to Broadway Plaza at the top and across the street to the entrance to the USGS office, just to the right 

of the Children’s Museum.   
 

Driving directions:  

Northbound or Southbound on I-5, take exit 133 City Center to I-705 and exit A Street.  Turn left on S 11
th

 Street 

and go uphill to Market Street.  Turn right on Market Street and the entrance to the Rhodes Center’s parking garage 

will be on your left.  Park on the upper floors for $1/hour.  Cross the street via the skybridge to enter the Market 

Building of the Rhodes Center. Walk through the Market Building and across another skybridge to the Broadway 

Building.  There is a bank of elevators near the atrium.  Take the elevator to the first floor, exit the building to 

Broadway, and walk a few doors to the left (the entrance to 934 Broadway is just past the Children's Museum).  

  

http://wa.water.usgs.gov/directions.html

