
The Washington State Department of Ecology received comments during the public 
review period for the Proposed Human Health Criteria and Implementation Tools 
Rule, Chapter 173-201A WAC. 
 
A variation of the following form letter was received via email from 68 individuals. 
The specific comments of each individual that provided a variation of this letter are 
provided below. 
 
Cheryl Niemi 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
Water Quality Program 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
 
Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington 
 
Dear Department of Ecology, 
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health and provide 
certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough 
protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one 
of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in 
place.  
 
The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to protect 
public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the proposed cancer risk 
level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This change in the proposal would actually 
retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-6.  
 
It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the cancer risk 
level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate, resulting in a status quo 
outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to protect public health.  
 
I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer risk level of 10-6 
(1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State can recognize 
the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step toward reducing cancer-
causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
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From: Gary Albright
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 5:51:06 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State. 
Please do everything you can to help keep our waters clean.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Gary Albright
21613 Echo Lake Rd
Snohomish, WA 98296
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From: Glen Anderson
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:53:19 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

HERE IS YET ANOTHER OCCASION WHEN THE DEPT. OF ECOLOGY HAS BEEN CORRUPTED BY
POLLUTERS AND IS FAILING TO PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT AND OUR PEOPLE.

I IMPLORE YOU TO STOP THE CORRUPTION AND DO YOUR JOB.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey
Lacey, WA 98503
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From: Glen Anderson
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:51:33 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Yet again YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN CORRUPTED BY POLLUTERS and is FAILING TO PROTECT OUR
ENVIRONMENT AND OUR PEOPLE.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey
Lacey, WA 98503
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From: Lois Bancroft
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:11:28 AM

Ms Niemi:
You are supposed to protect our water quality.This draft weakens the current Standards.  Why would
you propose that?  I would expect, if anything that the State Dept of Ecology & Water Quality would
propose stricter rather than weaker standards. 
Why did you do this?  It makes me feel that the Government is NOT for the people.  Please represent
us, the people.
Lois Bancroft
50 Moore Rd
White Salmon, WA 98672
loisbanc@gorge.net
509-493-1080

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Lois Bancroft
50 Moore Rd
White Salmon, WA 98672
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From: Aaron Bishop
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:14:44 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft of human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Aaron Bishop
324 Elizabeth St #2
#2
Monroe, WA 98272
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From: Joyce Blankenship-Liss
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 10:09:49 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State. This
is concerning to me because my mother and father both get the majority of there animal based protein
from salmon. My mother has ovarian cancer but it has slowly lessoned with eating more healthful food,
exercise and home remedies. I want her to be able to eat a healthy diet with NO risk of her bringing
cancer back.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Joyce Blankenship-Liss
2250 Sidney Ave
2250 Sidney Ave, WA 98366
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From: Joyce Blankenship-Liss
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 9:58:53 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State. This
is also concerning for me because my mother and  father gets the majority of there animal based
protein from fish, especially  salmon.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Joyce Blankenship-Liss
2250 Sidney Ave
2250 Sidney Ave, WA 98366
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From: Rick Butzberger
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 2:44:38 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

As someone who grew up eating Washington fish I am concerned that we are not providing the safest
possible products for those who wish to do so in the future. It would also be terrible for our sizable
fishing industry if the rest of the world did not consider our fish to be perfectly safe to eat.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Rick Butzberger
8612 113th Way NE  #171
Kirkland, WA 98033
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From: Kimberly Chabot
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:35:26 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

This is not just a form letter provided by thousands of nameless people. It is from those of us who live
and thrive here in WA, make our homes here, raise our children and want you at DOE to do something
meaningful about untreated stormwater run-off, harmful chemicals in water levels and so much more.
As you read these words, please look within and do the right thing. Don't allow yourself to be pressured
by whatever interest you believe is on the "thrown". Do what you came to the job to do, protect us,
protect our waters and protect our way of life. What do you think happens to the clams and quoi ducks
when water is allowed to be toxic? Please do the right think, put higher standards, not lowers ones in
place now.  Thank you for listening and for being a part of this .. along with every other person who
calls Washington State home.

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Kimberly Chabot
8119 Jamieson Court SW
Olympia, WA 98512
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From: Norm Conrad
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:01:27 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Department of Ecology:

Your draft fails to adequately protect public health and fails to provide necessary assurance that we will
eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.

The draft rule fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in
some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxins in our
waters—PCBs—this proposal is completely inadequate.

The current proposal undermines our ability to protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to
protect public health through deleting the weakened cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in
100,000) and retaining 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This would merely retain the existing cancer risk level at
10-6.

Increasing the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule is a positive step, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. Why bother?  This seems to be
mere busy work, trying to make the public think you are working to protect public health when you are
actually doing next to nothing.  We can and must do better to protect public health. 

Revise the proposed rules to retain a cancer risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing
pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State can recognize the need to limit the
levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing
pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Norm Conrad
919 N 97th St
Seattle, WA 98103
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From: Mary Cross
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 11:20:12 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Please, change your draft - retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-6.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Mary Cross
16003 SE 258th St
Covington, WA 98042
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From: steve cross
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 7:32:16 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Cancer risk is 1:1000000. End of story. Do not mess around!

Thank you for considering my comments.

steve cross
mesplay
olympia, WA 98503
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From: steve cross
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 7:59:01 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

1:1000000

Thank you for considering my comments.

steve cross
mesplay
oly, WA 98503
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From: Virginia Davis
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 5:32:32 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters
(PCBs) this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Virginia Davis
17721 NE 156th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072
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From: Gregory deBruler
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:21:31 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making grossly fails to adequately protect public
health and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule
making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some
of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our
waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Gregory deBruler
P.O. Box 667
Bingen, WA 98605
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From: PAMELA Desmond
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:08:16 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

PAMELA Desmond
5121 NE 187th St
Lake Forest Park, WA 98155
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From: Susan Digby
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:05:39 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

We drink and eat what we put into our water.  Addition of chemicals needs to stop.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Susan Digby
4627 Marine Dr Pl
Bremerton, WA 98312
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From: Susan Digby
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:04:11 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

What we put into the water we land up drinking or eating.

We are gradually fouling our water and food supply with chemicals for which long-term testing does not
exist.

Increasingly we find side effects for chemicals previously judged to be safe.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish. 

The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are
currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent
toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Susan Digby
4627 Marine Dr Pl
Bremerton, WA 98312
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From: Lorie Dingacci
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:52:44 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Allowing higher levels of dangerous chemicals in or environment is counterproductive and, just
destructive.

Please fight for what is right.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Lorie Dingacci
Shorewood
Burien, WA 98146
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From: steve durbin
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:00:33 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
ISN'T THIS PRETTY OBVIOUS...???  DON'T POISON US...!!!  PRETEND LIKE IT IS YOUR CHILDREN
EATING ALL OF THIS FISH...THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE, RIGHT...???  DO THE RIGHT THING...THE
HELL WITH THE PRESSURE FROM THE RIGHT AND THE MEGA RICH...!!!

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

steve durbin
1251 rickover dr
coupeville, WA 98239
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From: Adrian Farnsworth
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 3:40:50 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Department of Ecology,

Increasing the risk for cancer in eating fish is NEVER appropriate. This draft human health water quality
standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that we will
eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection
against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For
one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate
protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Adrian Farnsworth
PO Box 2104
Battle Ground, WA 98604
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From: Adrian Farnsworth
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 3:39:16 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Department of Ecology,

Increasing our risk to cancer from eating fish is NEVER appropriate. This draft human health water
quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that we will
eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection
against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For
one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate
protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Adrian Farnsworth
PO Box 2104
Battle Ground, WA 98604
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From: Maryt Ferm
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:43:54 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
As a Washington State resident with streams in my backyard, I feel the draft human health water
quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that we will
eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection
against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For
one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate
protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Maryt Ferm
5062 New Sweden Rd NE
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
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From: Maryt Ferm
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:43:04 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
As a Washington resident with streams in my backyard, I feel this draft human health water quality
standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that we will
eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection
against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For
one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate
protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Maryt Ferm
5062 New Sweden Rd NE
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

26



From: Jack Frymire
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 12:03:36 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Rule No. 1: Don't water down "clean water"!
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Jack Frymire
5877 Laurel Ridge Way
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Michael Gaul
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:24:20 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health.

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Michael Gaul
216 W 2nd Ave., Apt E
Kennewick, WA 99336
207-415-1345
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From: Lisa Harris
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:18:20 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments. I hope you will do the right thing.

Lisa Harris
4025 Meridian Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103
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From: karen hartman
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 9:32:25 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

I am a breast and thyroid cancer survivor and I depend on the Northwest's wild fish to eat for protein. 
What on God's green earth are you thinking when you won't protect me from cancer?  No other place
on earth can be trusted for their fish any longer and now you want to take away my last supply of fish?
  What's wrong with all of you????

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

karen hartman
9758 NE 127th Place
Kirkland, WA 98034
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From: Terrill Hendrickson
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 5:14:52 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to provide enough protection against
cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of
the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate
protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

We have a cancer epidemic in our society, often attributed to the fact that we are living longer.  But for
certain types of cancer, it is probable that substances being released into the environment are significant
factors.  Cancer treatment is expensive.  Weakening the cancer risk level makes no sense.  We can and
must do better to protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Terrill Hendrickson
21625 45th Ave SE
Bothell, WA 98021
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From: Mark Hennon
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 1:23:26 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Please make water quality purer, not chemical-laden!!

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Mark Hennon
612 1st Ave W apt 102
Seattle, WA 98119
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From: Evyan Horton
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 1:24:27 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants -- INCLUDING cigarette filter toxins.
By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-
causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish
and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Evyan Horton
1425 Broadway
PMB 438
Seattle, WA 98122

33



From: Amber Joy
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 12:03:48 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
We the People are not collateral damage to the profits of the polluters.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Amber Joy
1005 Terrace St
Seattle, WA 98104
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From: George Keefe
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:03:44 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
Our daughter and my mother and my father have each died of cancer .  I respectfully urge you to
strengthen, not weaken, cancer risk levels.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

George Keefe
960 5th Avenue South
edmonds, WA 98020
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From: Rose Lagerberg
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:08:37 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are
currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent
toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

I urge Department to revise the proposed rules.  By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State
can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step
toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Rose Lagerberg
13715 Wallingford N.
Seattle, WA 98133/7245
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From: Consuelo Larrabee
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: NO CANCER! Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:37:50 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
I HAVE HAD CANCER. The state should do everything possible to prevent other people from getting
it!!!!

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Consuelo Larrabee
1805 Queen Anne Ave N
Seattle, WA 98109
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From: Robert Lindberg
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:51:59 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

I request that you adopt the most stringent standards possible in this endeavor as there exists
significant risks to a number of groups under the existing rules.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Robert Lindberg
10903 NE 102nd Street
Vancouver, WA 98662

38



From: Elesha Madden
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 3:15:35 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately
protect public health and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish
and shellfish.  The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against
cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget
Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—
this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place. 

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that
undermines its ability to protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to
protect public health through changing the proposed cancer risk level from the
proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This change in the proposal
would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-6. 

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule,
but weakening the cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more
accurate fish consumption estimate, resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual
water quality standards. We can and must do better to protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the
proposed rule a cancer risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing
pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State can recognize the
need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step
toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.
Elesha Madden
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From: Judy Mason
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 12:37:27 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

This is so complicated, with assaults from all sides and new ones pending. Just fight the good fight!

Thank you for considering my comments.

Judy Mason
2615 163rd PL SE
Bellevue, WA 98008
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From: David Mayer
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:03:47 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

I know that the risk of cancer and other diseases increases as I age.  I am concerned for my children
and their children.  I intend to support any and all efforts to reduce the amount and variety of known
carcinogenic substances in our environment - water, air, food, everywhere.  We need to put our
collective health above the needs of businesses.  It should be our highest priority. 

Thank you for considering my comments.

David Mayer
314 Milroy Street NW
Olympia, WA 98502
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From: Alec and Sandy McDougall
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:52:47 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  We urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

We urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Alec and Sandy McDougall
16387 Calhoun Road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
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From: Connie Moffit
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 5:16:39 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
I am grateful to WEC for drafting this letter.
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Connie Moffit
2435 41st Ave E
Seattle, WA 98112
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From: Iris Moore
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 1:04:02 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

THERE SHOULD BE ZERO TOXINS ALLOWED INTO WATER, AIR AND EARTH.  THERE IS A BETTER
WAY.  THE TECHNOLOGY IS HERE. IT JUST HAS TO BE SOUGHT OUT AND ALLOWED.  DO THE RIGHT
THING FOR ALL LIVING THINGS ON THIS PLANET, INCLUDING YOURSELF !

Thank you for considering my comments.

Iris Moore
16937 Port Orford Blvd. SE
Yelm, WA 98597
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From: Cheryl O"Brien
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 10:20:13 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

My family history is core to my view on this. Most of my family has had cancer and most die of cancer,
for generations now, and lowering the standard in our waters increases me and my families risk of early
death.  It is not acceptable. Please revise the proposed rules.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Cheryl O'Brien
13400 3rd Ave S
Burien, WA 98168
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From: kevin orme
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 3:32:31 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Shellfish harvesting and shoreline protection are both important economic and ecological parts of our
state's future - please do not squander them by being under-protective and not using the best science.

Thank you for considering my comments.

kevin orme
502 N 80th
seattle, WA 98103
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From: Jim Popper
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:06:16 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
Lake Washington is perhaps the best example in the world of successful lake restoration by the
diversion of sewage, and has been extensively studied and researched. Metro was established in 1958
and entrusted with the task of diverting sewage from the lake. Between 1963 and 1968, more than 100
miles of large trunk lines and interceptors were installed to carry sewage to treatment plants built at
West Point and Renton. Treated effluent ended up in Puget Sound, where currents and tidal action
diluted it. At the time, the $140 million dollar campaign was considered the most costly pollution control
effort in the country.Sewage was diverted from the lake between 1963 and 1967, with discharge of
untreated effluent, except for combined sewer overflows (CSO's) reduced to zero by 1968. Rapid and
predicted water quality improvements followed, blue-green algae decreased and have been relatively
insignificant since 1976.

Just as Dr. Edmondson had predicted, completing these major facilities brought dramatic results.
Effluent, which was at one time entering Lake Washington at the rate of 20 million gallons per day, was
reduced to zero discharge in February 1968. After the last lakeshore treatment plant was closed, the
concentration of phosphorus dropped quickly to about 16 parts per billion, a level maintained into the
1990s and beyond.The lake's transparency, as low as 30 inches in 1964, reached 10 feet in 1968.
Water quality would continue to improve: in later years the transparency would reach depths of 17 to
20 feet, with a maximum depth of nearly 25 feet in 1993.

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/waterandland/lakes/lakes-of-king-county/lake-washington/lake-
washington-story.aspx

Jim Popper
44201 Fir Rd
Gold Bar, WA 98251
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From: Ryan Provonsha
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 3:13:45 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

There are existing water-born cancer hazards in Washington State. The Tesoro refinery in Anacortes is
near the coast, and vapors and runoff from it have raised cancer rates of the locals. I am personally
reminding you of this before you read the rest of the valid points in this form letter.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Ryan Provonsha
15415 35th Ave W
#G102
Lynnwood, WA 98087
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From: T Reading
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:18:10 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health or
to provide enough emphasis that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule
making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some
of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our
waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

T Reading
POB 372
Sultan, WA 98294
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From: Toni Reading
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 1:06:49 PM

Cheryl Niemi

Washington State Department of Ecology

Water Quality Program

P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

 

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

 

Dear Department of Ecology,

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public
health and provide for the elimination of toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of
our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our
waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

 

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its
ability to protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through
changing the proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in
1,000,000).  This change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the
existing rule that is 10-6.

 

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening
the cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption
estimate, resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must
do better to protect public health. Please reconsider this!
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I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer
risk level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our
waterways—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in
Washington State.

 

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,

Toni Reading

POB 372

Sultan, WA  98294
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From: Regina Robinson
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:30:30 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place, it is time to focus on the environmental
impacts, the health the of our waters, human and animal welfare- we are one- we are essential. We
want a non poisoned place to live. We want a non poisoned water and food source.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Regina Robinson
PMB #205, 120 State Avenue NE
Olympia, WA 98501
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From: Susan Salveson
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 7:13:53 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Our family avoids red meat and purchases fish to put on our table at least three times a week.   I now
strive to avoid locally harvested fish due to safety concerns.   This is an issue that can be addressed by
you if given sufficient priority.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Susan Salveson
6900 Sills Rd
Clinton, WA 98236
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From: Cliff Sanderlin
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 5:06:39 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

RE:  Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
The draft human health water quality standards rule making does not adequately protect public health. 
There is no safe exposure level to PCBs and other carcinogens.

The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are
currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

Weakening the cancer risk level cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards.

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants. 

Thank you.  -- Cliff & Heather, Edmonds, WA

Cliff Sanderlin
10522 235th Pl SW
Edmonds, WA 98020
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From: Rhona Schwartz
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 2:17:03 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
Humans, fish and waterfowl deserve the cleanest water that humans can provide. Please do everything
in your considerable power to STRENGTHEN rules regarding water safety. This means DISGARDING the
ridiculous plan to increase the allowable risk of cancer from eating fish that live in waters that humans
continue to pollute.
This affects you and your family, too.
Revise the proposed rules and include a cancer risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing
pollutants. 
Thank you.

Rhona Schwartz
315 1st Ave W
Apt 210
Seattle, WI 98119
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From: Cornelia Shearer
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 10:32:15 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Why would anyone want to decrease protections?!  Has the sneaky hand of corporate greed gotten into
this bill?
PLEASE keep all the protections both for the fish and the people!

Thank you for actually reading and giving  considerd thought to my comments.

Cornelia Shearer
Auburn Way S.
Auburn, WA 98092
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From: Nancy Shimeall
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:22:32 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to protect public health and provide
certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making does not
provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are right now in some of our state’s
rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this
proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal contains a weakness that undermines its public health protection.  We must revise
the draft rules to protect public health -- change the proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5
(1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This change would simply retain the existing cancer risk level
in the existing rule that is 10-6.

It is correct to increase the estimated fish consumption rate, but weakening the cancer risk level, but
the new rule results in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must
do better to protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to include in the proposed rule a cancer risk level of 10-6 (1 in
1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk level, the State can
recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways—a critical step
toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Nancy Shimeall
6634 159th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
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From: Jacqueline Sorgen
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 12:34:53 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

I am already a long-term Cancer Outlier --- While whatever you choose to do, will NOT affect ME,
personally---I can TELL YOU, personally  THAT  there is NO UP-SIDE to trying to live WITH Cancer.

THERE is CHRONIC PAIN,   Treatment Side - Effects.  AND many ISSUES, that I choose NOT to
mention. The treatment COSTS, are prohibitive.

Jacqueline Sorgen
325 North 79th Street
Seattle, WA 98103
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From: Dawn Spickler
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:51:23 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish. 

I am particularly concerned about the effects of pollutants on young children. They are our future.

The draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are
currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent
toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Dawn Spickler
406 S Coeur d'Alene St apt A
Spokane, WA 99201
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From: Sheri Staley
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:48:36 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

My son is lucky enough to be a survivor after having a bone marrow transplant. Other family members
have not been so lucky.

Just ask those at Fred Hutch if they think you should  weaken these rules.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sheri Staley
6052 e pickering rd
Shelton, WA 98584
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From: Richard Curtis
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Water Quality Standards
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:10:57 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

Water quality standards in Washington must protect humans and the environment for all future
generations. Failure to provide, implement and enforce adequate standards will adversely impact
everyone into the foreseeable future.
 
Current draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Richard Curtis
PO Box 451
Ethel, WA 98542
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From: Janet Way
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:05:46 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

You must strengthen measures to protect water quality! Not weaken them! Stop poisoning our waters!
Stop allowing toxics into our waters.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Janet Way
940 NE 147th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
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From: Lynette Weick
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 8:16:19 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

Thank you for considering my comments.

Lynette Weick
7631 Westlund Rd
Arlington, WA 98223
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From: david westerlund
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:05:15 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

I can NOT eat fish from WA/OR waters due to Mercury levels.  Do NOT lighten ANY rule.  NO toxins in
the water.

Thank you for considering my comments.

david westerlund
Monticello Dr.
Longview, WA 98632
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From: john willett
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2015 11:59:45 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Please help us Washington fish eaters by making fish more prevalent and more pollutant free.  We all
would eat a lot more fish, which is so good for our health and our environment, if it were more
prevalent (then it would cost less) and pollutant free (clean up our waters, which will cost the tax
payers so much less in the future with lower clean up and health issues to pay for).

Thank you for considering my comments.

john willett
20505 ne pond view lane
Poulsbo, WA 98370
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From: Peggy Willis
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:33:12 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule  fails to adequately protect public health and
provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule fails to provide
enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and
Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal
leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate. We
can and must do better to protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Peggy Willis
2637 W Viewmont Way W
Seattle, WA 98199
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From: Peggy Willis
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:30:00 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft human health water quality standards rule fails to adequately protect public health and
provide adequate measures that will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule fails to
provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s
rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this
proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo. We can and must do better to protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Peggy Willis
2637 W Viewmont Way W
Seattle, WA 98199
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From: Kathy Wilmering
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 11:20:33 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

I would usually write my own letter but would likely inaccurately state the technical references
mentioned below. I strongly agree with it. I live close to where people fish so they have enough food,
and they are at direct risk from any loosening of standards.

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Kathy Wilmering
1900 N Northlake Way
Ste 127
Seattle, WA 98103
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From: Margaret Woll
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 2:05:44 PM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,
This draft fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic
pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule  fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing
pollutants that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most
dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in
place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Margaret Woll
208 Highland Drive
Bellingham, WA 98225
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From: Gary Wood
To: ECY RE SWQS
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards- Chapter 173-201A WAC
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 9:45:22 AM

Cheryl Niemi
Washington State Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Dear Department of Ecology,

If anything we should be tightening the standards for toxic pollution throughout our biosphere, not
redefining them at lower levels.  The more we bend and weaken standards for long-term health &
safety in the commons of our natural "resources" for the sake of industry's shorter-term economic
interests, the more cumulatively at-risk we all become.  Err, if we must, on the side of the interests of
our children and future generations. Why would we do other-wise??? 

This draft human health water quality standards rule making fails to adequately protect public health
and provide certainty that we will eliminate toxic pollution in fish and shellfish.  The draft rule making
fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants that are currently in some of our
state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  For one of the most dangerous and prevalent toxics in our waters—
PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place.

The current proposal under consideration contains an important weakness that undermines its ability to
protect public health.  I urge revision of the draft rules to protect public health through changing the
proposed cancer risk level from the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This
change in the proposal would actually retain the existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-
6.

It is a positive step to increase the estimated fish consumption rate in the draft rule, but weakening the
cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish consumption estimate,
resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. We can and must do better to
protect public health. 

I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Gary Wood
475 Front St S
Issaquah, WA 98027
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From: Xxxx Xxxxxx 
To: ECY RE SWQS 
Subject: Draft Water Quality Standards - Chapter 173-201A WAC 
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2015 12:57:30 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Niemi 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
Water Quality Program 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

 
Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington 

 
Dear Department of Ecology: 

 
[Privacy request:  Please do not publish my name and address in any public record.] 

 
The draft referenced above fails to adequately protect public health and provide certainty that toxic 
pollution in fish and shellfish will be eliminated. 

 
Furthermore, the draft rule making fails to provide enough protection against cancer-causing pollutants 
that are currently in some of our state’s rivers and Puget Sound.  And for one of the most dangerous 
and prevalent toxics in our waters—PCBs—this proposal leaves inadequate protections in place. 

 
I urge you to revise the draft rules to better protect public health, by changing the cancer risk level from 
the proposed 10-5 (1 in 100,000) to 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000).  This change would actually retain the 
existing cancer risk level in the existing rule that is 10-6. Weakening this risk is unacceptable. 

 
Weakening the cancer risk level essentially cancels out the improved and more accurate fish 
consumption estimate, resulting in a status quo outcome for the actual water quality standards. 

 
I urge Department of Ecology to revise the proposed rules and include in the proposed rule a cancer 
risk level of 10-6 (1 in 1,000,000) for all cancer-causing pollutants.  By retaining a protective cancer risk 
level, the State can recognize the need to limit the levels of cancer-causing chemicals in our waterways 
—a critical step toward reducing cancer-causing pollutants in fish and shellfish in Washington State. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Xxxx Xxxxxx 
XXX Xxx Xxx 
Kirkland, WA 98033 
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