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Municipal!Permit!Comments!
Washington!State!Department!of!Ecology!
PO!Box!47600!
Olympia,!WA!98504J7600!
!
To!Whom!It!May!Concern:!
!
The! Northwest! Biosolids! Management! Association! (NBMA)! appreciates! the!
opportunity! to! submit! comments! on! Ecology’s! proposed! modifications! to! the!
Stormwater!Management!Manual! for!Western!Washington! (SMMWW).!The!NBMA!
represents!nearly!200!public!agencies,! sewer!districts,! and!private!companies,! the!
majority! of! which! are! located! or! work! with! biosolids! in! Washington! State.! The!
NBMA!is!committed!to!the!advancement!of!environmental!sustainability!through!the!
beneficial!use!of!biosolids.!!
!
Since!our!incorporation!in!1993,!the!NBMA!has!provided!comments!on!regulations!
and!guidelines,!emphasizing!the!importance!of!setting!standards!that!are!based!on!
science.!Close!to!half!of!our!annual!budget!is!directed!towards!local!universities!to!
conduct! research! to! evaluate! practical! and! sustainable! options! for! biosolids!
management.! One! of! our! current! projects! is! examining! the! use! of! a! variety! of!
compost!products!in!bioretention!soils!for!stormwater!management.!One!goal!of!this!
research! project! is! to! grow! our! knowledge! to! be! able! to! set! performanceJbased!
standards!for!potential!pollutants!of!concern!(e.g.,!nutrients!and!metals)!rather!than!
use! feedstock! as! a! proxy.! Implementation! of! performance! standards! would! help!
provide!consistency!in!the!quality!of!bioretention!soils!and!allow!testing!and!use!of!
locally! sourced! composts.!We!urge!Ecology! to!develop!bioretention! soil! standards!
based! on! performance! specifications.! Feedstock! specifications! may! unnecessarily!
limit!the!successful! implementation!of!stormwater!management!strategies,!are!not!
scienceJbased,! and! generally! promote! the! use! of! certain! compost! products! over!
others.!!
!
Please! see! the! attached! Excel! file! with! our! specific! comments.! If! you! have! any!
questions! or! would! like! additional! information! on! the! NBMA’s! proposed!
considerations! for! the! SMMWW,! please! call! Dan! Thompson,! coJchair! of! our!
Regulations!Development!Committee,!at!253J502J2191.!
!



Sincerely,!
!

!
!
Chris!McCalib,!President!
Northwest!Biosolids!Management!Association!
!
!
cc:! Dan!Thompson,!NBMA!Regulations!Development!Committee!CoJchair!


